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I

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVINCE OF FARS, IN
PERSIA, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TWELFTH
CENTURY A.D. '

TRANSLATED FROM THE MS. oF IBN-AL-BALKHI IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM
BY . LE STRANGE

INTRODUCTION

IN the Journal for the year 1902 a summary was given
‘ of the description of Persia and Mesopotamia found
in the Nuzhat-al-Qulub, a geographical and cosmo-
graphical work written by Hamd-Allah Mustawfi in 740
(1340).! In the course of mext year I hope to publish
(in the series of the E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Fund) the
Persian text of the geographical chapters of this work,
and this will be followed by a full translation, with notes
to elucidate geographical questions. Hamd-Allah, who
is our earliest systematic geographer writing in Persian,
collected his materials from the works of the earlier Arab
geographers, and from various Persian monographs which
had been written each to describe a single province of
the Moslem Empire; and it is found that the texts of

! Published also separately in the Asiatic Society Monographs, vol. v.

The map drawn to accompany this paper will serve to illustrate Thn
al-Balkhi,



) IBN-AL-BALKHI

‘some of these monographs, thereto adding somewhat of
his own knowledge, after much curtailment and a re-
‘arrangement of the order in the articles, he has transeribed
~almost verbatim, to form the various chapters of the -
Nuzhat. A good instance of this method of writing a
new hook is the chapter describing the provinces of Fars
©and Shabankarah, which in truth is little but a shortened
transeript of the Fars Namah, a work written two
centuries before the time of Hamd-Allah, and of which
the British Museum possesses an excellent MS.

The name of the author of this Fars Namal is as yet
unknown, but he states in his preface that his ancestor
was a native of Balkh, and Ibn-al-Balkhi will serve as
a convenient title by which to refer to him until his
identity be better established. From the MS. all that
appears is that the grandfather of Ibn-al-Balkhi (twice
- mentioned, fols. 2b and 63¢) was Mustawfi, or Accountant
for the Taxes, of Fars about the year (4)92 under the
Atabeg Rukn-ad-Dawlah Khumartagin, who had been sent
to govern that province in the name of the Saljiq Sultan
: Barmyaruq—«élsfﬁ‘? 98 (1094-1104) —the son of Malik
~ Shah. Ibn-al-Balkhi, who accompanied his grandfather,
- was educated in Fars, and becoming well acquainted with
, 'the physmal and political condition of the country, was
~ in due course of time commissioned by the brother and

successor of Bargiyarug, namely, Sultan Ghiyath-ad-Din

4 1Muhammad 498511 (1104-17), to compose the present i
~ n‘ka No exact date for its completion is given, but

~ since the hook was dedicated to this Sultan, who died in
511, and further that the Atabeg Chauli is frequently

‘ jmentzoned in the text as still living, who we know died

~in 510 (1116), it follows that this Fars Namah must
~ have been completed during the first decade of the sixth
: “centuly AH. equwalent to the twelfth A.p. - :
 Two MS? only of the work appear to exist in Europe ¢
‘,»;One 2 very old copy in the Bn’olsh Museum (01 5983),'-‘ ‘
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~apparently undated]! but by the writing and archaic
spelling judged to be not later than the early fourteenth
century (eighth am.). The other clearly a copy made of
this MS., which belongs to the Bibliotheque Nationale in
Paris, and came there from the Schéfer Collection (Blochet,
Cat. MSS. Persans, i, p. 309, No. 503, and Supplément,
1052), and which was written in 1273 (1856). The Paris
copy is indeed of little use except to show how a Persian
of the present day read the older MS., and as occasionally
giving us a word that has disappeared, partially or wholly,
in the mending process to which the B.M. MS. was
subjected when it came a few years ago, after presentation
in loose leaves, to be bound for the Museum use. In some
outstanding cases where lacunze occur I have been able
to fill these in by a reference to the Geography of Hafiz
Abrt, the Secretary of Timur—of which the India Office
and the Museum (Or. 1577) both possess good copies—
“who has copied most of the Firs Namal into the work
he composed in 820 (1417). Further, of course, the MSS.
of the Nuzhut very often serve to emend a reading.

The Museum MS. is written for the most part in
double columns, a complicated system, which has led to
the modern (Paris) copy having the articles very often
transcribed out of order, through the cavelessness of the
copyist, who thus has given many towns (under their
separate headings) to the wrong District (Karah). In the
longer articles, however, the scribe of the Museum MS.
has written across the page (i.e. in single column), and the
order of this copy will be best understood by a reference
to the following footnote.? The Persian text is in the

1 Faintly written, and much disfigured by the mending, there is a ]
colophon on fol. 90b which may possibly read: ‘‘and the transcription
thereof was completed in the year 671 (a.p. 1271).

2 If R. and L. be taken to indicate the right and left hand columns !
respectively, @ and b standing for recto and werso of the folios, the
Istakhr District begins with the R. column fol. 65, following on with
the R. columns of fols. 65b, 66a and b, then back to L. column of
fol.' 65a, followed by fols. 650 L., 66a L. and b L. Next, on 66b
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BM. MS. somewhat archaic, and in the spelling retains
the older forms of ki for kih, ank, and chunank, for the
modern ankil and chundnkih. Further, we meet with
a small number of words, mostly technical terms of revenue
assessment, that arve often wanting in the dictionaries, but
the general meaning of which it is not difficult to come to
from the context.

The Mugeum MS. at present consists of ninety folios.
Fol. 1a hegins with a short preface, followed by the
dedication, fol. 2a, to “the Sultin—King of kings—whose
glory shall never cease to increase, Ghiyath-ad-Dunya
wa-d-Din Abt Shuja’ Muhammad son of Malik Shah”,
who further is given the title of Qasim-i-Amir-al-Maminin,

“the Associate (in the government) of the Caliph.” The
‘author then relates how his august master commissioned

him to write the present work, “seeing that I had been
brought up in Fars, although by lineage descended from
a native of Balkh ... and knowing that I was well
acquainted with the present condition of the people of
 Fars . . . being well versed also in the events of their
- history, and exactly acquainted with the story of their
- kings and rulers, even from the days of Kayfmarth down

~ to this present time.” Then on fol. 3a, after a summary
~ description of the province, and citing a few of the chief

- ‘Traditions about Fars ascribed to the Prophet Muhammad,
we start with the long line of the early Persian kings,

whose history, much in epitome closes with the last of

‘the Sassanians and ‘the rise of Islam, on fol. 60c. This
p&rt of the work is merely a Persian version of Hamzah

. Isfa,ham and contains, apparently, nothing new. Next
E Vely bme,ﬁy the 5tory of the Axab conquest of F@rs is

o below, the MS reads across for Istakhr City, fols. 67a and b and the top.

" of 68a being all in one column. After this, again, 68« below goes back' -

to the double column, the next article beginning 68a R., followed by

., 68b R., then back to 68 L. and 686 L Whlch gwes the lasb town of. tha :

tl dxstmeb
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narrated, ending with the reign of the Caliph ‘Ali.  Here
follows an interesting account, fol. 62, of the Qadis—
chief justices—of Fars, to which we shall return later, and
then, fol. 63D, the Geographical Part (translated below)
begins, concluding with the Itineraries, fol. 83b. The
author afterwards returns, fol. 87«, to the history of Fars,
giving an account of the Shabankarah tribes and the
Kurds, and this narrating details of almost contemporary
history is of importance, as facts and personages are
mentioned not noted, apparently, elsewhere. A summary
- follows of the revenues of Fars down to the time of
the writer, and some of this too is new matter, for the
author, as already said, was of a family of accountants,
and wrote from first - hand knowledge. And, finally,
fol. 90b, the MS. closes with a short note describing the
days of the last Buyid rulers of Fars, and the advent of
the Saljuq Sultans.

In the following pages a complete translation will be
given of the Geographical Part, but before coming to this
it will be useful to summarize what our author has
narrated about personages and events immediately pre-
ceding his own time, and more especially the account he
gives of the Kurdish tribes and of the Shabankarah, who,
at a later date, gave their name to the eastern part of the
Fars province round Darabjird. The reader will recall to
 mind how about the middle of the fourth (tenth) century,
namely, a century and a half before the time of our author,
~ the Buyids, under ‘Adud-ad-Dawlah, from 338-72 (949-82)

~ had been at the height of greatness: by the middle of the

¥ ~following century, however, this dynasty had collapsed

~ before the rising power of the Saljugs. Tughrul Beg, the
- founder of the new dynasty, on his death in 455 (1063),
had left as heir his nephew Alp Arslan, whose brother,
Qavurd, had already, during the lifetime of Tughrul Beg,
~been put in possession of the government of some of the
- Eastern provinces, he thus ruling the most part of Persia
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under his uncle and brother from 433 (1041) down to
the date of his death in 465 (1072). Alp Arslan was
succeeded as Great Saljiq by his son, Malik Shah, 465-85
(1072-92), whose Wazir was the famous Nizam-al-Mulk.
Four of the sons of Malik Shah in succession came to the
throne, of whom, however, two only concern us here,
and these have both been mentioned before, namely, the
eldest, Bargiyaruq, 487 -98 (1094-1104), in whose
reign the grandfather of our author served as Revenue
Accountant in Fars; and Sultan Ghiyath - ad - Din
Muhammad, his brother, 498-511 (1104~17), the patron
of Ibn-al-Balkhi, and the prince to whom he dedicates
his book. After the overthrow of the Buyids these Saljuq
~ Sultans who ruled in their stead were wont to send their
- Atabegs, originally the Governors of their sons, to govern
the outlying provinces, and the first of these, in Fars,
- was the Atabeg Rukn-ad-Dawlah Khumartagin, under
 whom the grandfather of Ibn-al-Balkhi, as already stated,
had served. The next Atabeg was Fakhr-ad-Din Chauli
(or Jauli in the Arab chronicles), who was still living
“when our author wrote! This Chauli was famous for his
 many great buildings, and further, he had after much
ﬁ'ahting succeeded in restoring order throughout Fars by
'curbmg the power of the Shabankarah and subduing the
various afﬁlmted Kurdish tribes.

1The exact dates of appointment of these two Atabegs, who are

" specifically noticed by Hafiz Abra, are not given by our authorities.

Tbn-al-Athir, however, states that Chauli died in 510 (1116), and he
- reports him in Fars as early as the year 493 (1099). = This must have been
* the year of, or the year following, his appointment, for Ibn-al-Balkhi
~mentions Khumirtagin as in Fars in 492 (1098), and this probably
* was the year of his death. Ibn-al-Athir names Khumartagin more than
- once in his. chronicle from the years 450 (1058) to 485 (1092), but never
‘with the title of Rukn-ad-Dawlah. He is called Najm-ad-Dawlah,
- surnamed At-Tughrayi, and Ash-Shardbi (the Cupbearer); then he is
referred to under the name of Khumartagin an-Naib (the Lieutenant), who
,Wa,s Police Magistrate (Shahnah) of Baghdad in 482 (1089). Further,
" at about the same time there is mentioned Khumartagin-at-Tutushi,
- but possxbl;y this i isa different Porson, 3
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This much of the general history of the fifth century
(eleventh A.D.) being premised, we come to what Ibn-al-
Ballkkhi himself rvelates, which is the more valuable as
being the almost contemporary history of the author’s
own time. The last of the Buyids to exercise any real
sovereignty in Fars was (he says) Bakalijar or Bakalinjar
(for the name is given under both forms in the B.M. MS.
of the Fars Namah), otherwise Abu Kalijar or Aba
Kalinjar. In regard to the proper spelling of his name, it
is to be remarked that in the Arab chronicle of Ibn-al-
‘Athir it is given as Aba Kalijar, while in the MS. of the
Zijras-Sunjart in the British Museum?! (likewise in
Arabic) the name is clearly written as Abu Kalizar.
On the other hand, Hafiz Abrti always writes Ba or
Abt Kalinjar, and this is the modern spelling (e.g. in
the Fars Namal Nasirz). The original meaning of the
~ name is apparently unknown, but from its form it would
seem to have been a nickname. The Fars Namah,
unfortunately, does not state who was the father of
Bakalijar. The Persian historians and Ibn-al-Athir, how-
ever, agree in the statement that he was the son of Sultan-
- ad-Dawlah, son of Baha-ad-Dawlah, and hence the great
- grandson of ‘Adud-ad-Dawlah2 The Guzidah (p. 432)

10, 6669, consisting of astronomical and chronological tables, written

by Abd Mangir al-Ehazini for Sultin Sanjar (son of Malik Shah), who

died 552 (1157). The B.M. MS. appears to be a copy of the Autograph,
and was written in 620 (1223). - The folics are loose, and have not yet
been set in order or numbered, but the one giving a table of the Buyid
dynasty will easily be recognized, for it bears the heading Jadwalw Mulik:
alt - Buwayhi min  ad-Daydlamati bi-l-‘Irdqgi. — Aba Kalinjar is the
- spelling in the Guzidah (Gibb, Facsimile, p. 416) and in the Habib-as-
. Siyar (Bombay Lithograph, ii, pt. 4, p. 55), both these histories being
. written in Persian.  Among previous Buyid princes Samsim-ad-Dawlah
(son of ‘Adud) had also borne the name of Abfi Kalizir, and this spelling

~with the long 7 in the second syllable is probably the one we should

adopt. See also the note by Mr. Amedroz in JRAS., 1911, p. 672.
* On the other hand the Z7j, which it will be remembered was written
only a century after the death of Bakalizir (Abi Kalizar), gives a
different account from that found in these later authorities. It is here
~ stated that Abu Kalizar al-Marzuban, surnamed ‘Izz-al-Mulak, was the
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followed by the Habib-as-Siyar (i, pt. 4, p. 55) gives
Bakalijar the titles of Tzz-al-Mulik and ‘Imad-li-Din Allah,
the latter authority also adding the third title of Hisam-
“ad-Dawlah. Ibn-al-Balkhi, however, makes no mention
of these honorary names (fol. Y00), and gives no dates.
Our other authorities say this prince reigned from 415
to 440 (1024 to 1048), and at his death he left five
“sons.  The eldest, to whom our author gives the name
“of Abt Nasr, died soon after his father, being succeeded
by his brother, called Abfi Mansir, whose government,
was thrown into disorder by the meddling of his mother
Khurasiiyah, a political busybody, who in the Z7 is
referred to under the title of As-Sayyidah—the Lady ™.
Abit Manstr at first had governed according to the advice
of his Wazr, called the Sahib ‘Adil (he had served
Bakalijar, according to the Hubib, in the same capacity),
a man of mark who, Ibn-al-Balkhi writes, had given
a fine library to the town of Firtizabad ; but instigated
by his mother, Abti Manstr put this Wazir and his son to
death, after which confusion became worse confounded
throughout Fars. Matters finally reached a erisis by the
~revolt of Fadluyah, the Shabankarah chief, who managed
to get the Lady Khurastuyah into his power, and then
- shutting her up in a waterless hot-bath, suffocated her.
Next Abt Manstr was taken prisoner, and brought to the
- Castle of Pahan Diz (near Shiraz), where before long he
too met his death, and Fars passed to the government of
Fadlayah, and under the overlordship of the Saljfigs.!

son of Sultin-ad-Dawlah, and that he left no descendants. It was his -
uncle; Jalal-ad-Dawlah Abo Tahir Shir Zayd (brother of Sultan-ad-
Dawlah and son of Baha-ad-Dawlah), who was the father of the five last
; Buyld princes.
1 Of Bakalijar’s five sons Tbn-al- Balkhi (fol. 900) only ngea the names -
of two, Abt. Nasr, the eldest, and Malik Ab@ Mangir, the last of the
~ 'Buyids. - The Zzj, however, gives their names as follows. The eldest,
- Abu Nasr of Ibn-al-Balkhi, is presumably the one the Zij calls Amir-
- al-Umra Abf Shuja‘, and ' the last Buyid prince is named in the Zz
: Al Ma,hk aI~‘AzIz Al- Ma.hk -ar- Ra,lum, Abu Mansiir Khusruh Flruz The






