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EASTER GREETINGS
from His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN
of Moscow and All Russia
to the Heads of Churches and Religious Associations

To His Holiness DIMITRIOS 1,
Archbishop of Constantinople the New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

Your Holiness, Holy Vladyka beloved in the Lord,
In the joy of spiritual cheer and exultation, I send you the holy kiss

of peace and love in our Saviour and address you with the cordial Easter
greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

This sacred and victorious hymn is sung in the heavens olorifyin
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, and in response it is sung by ’tl%e anrthg ;rl:;
the nether world, for our Saviour by His suffering on the Cross, Death
and Res?rrectlotn b;cra;;nplecihd?\ng; death and granted us the inexh:qustib]e
spring of immutable hope that He will also raise ST .
(1 Cor. 6. 14). up us by his own power

The bright joy of Christ’s Resurrection is combj i i
hope in the victory of righteousness and light, andnecihizoi?iymi‘:l”atgohm}
everything which nowadays threatens man and all life on Earth noe

May Jesus Christ, Who is the Resurrection and Life (Jn. 1] 25) bl
the further service of Christians and all men of good will 'to the ,oodess;
God’s people and their peacemaking efforts, so that happiness progs er'to
peace and justice might triumph. ’ PR

Radiantly celebrating the salvific Easter of God, we pra -
God, Who rose on the third day, to grant Your Holinesps, %fhéhsel?e?'gb?i
hierarchs, the pious clergy, and the flock entrusted to your wise guidance
good health and prosperity for the sake of the good estate of all the Hoiy:
Orthodox Churches and {fo the glory of the Name of God praised and
worshipped in the Holy Trinity.

With invariable love in the Risen Lord,

PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russiq
Easter 1987

Moscow

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent similar

Easter Qreettngs to the Primates of Orthodox Churches:

His Beatitudle PARTHENIOS I1I, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa:
_ Alexandria

His rﬁf;‘é:}é‘de IGNATIOS 1V, Patriarch of Antioch the Great and All the East: Da-

His ﬁﬁtsiﬁi DIODOROS 1, Patriarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine;

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIYA 11,

i ‘I}—TI J':"}tskhegrdan\r;i Thilisi; Thilisi

1is Holiness GERMAN, Archhist f 5, M i i or
_ riarch of Serbia; Belgraccltcnﬂop i -

His Beautudq TEOCTIST, Patriarch of All Romania,
' Cappal(l()ma, Metropolitan of Ungro-Walachia,

Ii‘{]_[:i Elu]:;_t_es[ia :\E'IkI(SIM, Patriarch of Bulgaria; Solia

1is Beatitude CHRYSOSTOMOS, Archbishop of New Justinian: i s Wisas:

His Beatitude SERAPHIM, Archbishop of AS‘!GHS and All I'lelldllia}s:; ?»\nl(h ne. NS Hisnsta

His Beatitude VASIL]Y Metropolitan of Warsaw and All Poland: W i
i : ] ! ars . , Warsaw
His Beatitude DOROTEJ, Metropolitan of Prague and All Czecl1osl::rvsa|;\[a-
His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Washington, i
and Canada; New York

Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, Archbishop

ade and Karlovci, Pat-

Locum Tenens of Caesarea in
Archbishop of Bucharest; Bucharest

: Prague
Metropolitan of All America

His Eminence DAMIANOS, Archbishop of Sinai, Pharan and Raitha; Cairo
His Eminence PAUL, Archbishop of Karelia and All Finland; Kuopio
His Eminence THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Tokyo, Metropolitan of All Japan; Tokyo

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent Easter
Greetings to:

His Holiness Pope JOHN PAUL II; Vatican City

His Holiness VASKEN I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians; Ech-
miadzin

His Holiness SHENUDA 111, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of St. Mark's See in
All Africa and the Middle East; Cairo

His Holiness Mar IGNATIUS ZAKKA I IWAS, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East;
Damascus

His Holiness Moran Mar BASELIUS Mar THOMA MATTHEWS I, Catholicos of the
East, Metropolitan of Malankara; Kottayam

His Holiness Abuna TEKLE HAIMANOT, Patriarch of the Ethiopian Church; Addis
Ababa

His Holiness Mar DINKHA 1V, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East

His Beatitude MAXIMOS V, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, Alexandria and
Jerusalem; Damascus _

His Beatitude NASRALLAN BOUTROS SFEIR, Maronite Patriacrh on Antioch and All
the East; Lebanon ) _

His Grace Dr. ROBERT RUNCIE, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England
and Metropolitan; London _

His Grace Dr. EDMOND L. BROWNING, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in
the USA; New York

His Grace Dr. ANTONIUS JAN GLAZEMAKER, Archbishop of Utrecht, Primate of the
0ld Catholic Church of the Netherlands; Utrecht

Dr. BERTIL WERKSTROM, Archbishop of Uppsala, the Primate of the Church of Swe-
den; Uppsala

Dr. JOHN P\}/pII(STROIVi, Archbishop of Turku and Finland, Primate of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Finland; Turku

Dr. OLE BERTELSEN, Bishop of Copenhagen, Primafe of Denmark: Copenhagen

The Rev. Dr. EMILIO CASTRO, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches;
Geneva

Bishop Dr. KAROLY TOTH, President of the Christian Peace Conference: Budapest

Dr. JEAN FISCHER, General Secretary of the Conference of European Churches: Geneva

Mr. GERALD GOTTING, Chairman of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany;
Berlin (GDR)

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia greeted with
Holy Easter:

Monsignor JULIAN Cardinal VAIVODS, Titular Bishop of Great Makriana, Apostolic
Administrator of Riga and Liepaja; Riga

Monsignor LIUDAS POVILONIS, Titular Bishop of Arcavica, Apostolic Administrator
of Kaunas and Vilkaviskis; Kaunas

Archbishop_Dr. ERIK MESTERS, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia; Riga

The Rev. ERIK HIISJARV, Assistant to the Archbishop of the Estonian Evangelical
Lutheran Church; Tallinn

V. E. LOGVINENKO, Chairman of the All-Union Council of the Evangelical Christians-
Baptists; Moscow

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent Easter
Greetings to:

The Most Reverend ALIMPIY, the Old Believers Archbishop of Moscow and All Russia;
Moscow
The anst Reverend GENNADIY, A_rchbishop of Novozybkov, Moscow and All Russia of
the Old Orthodox Christian Believers; Novozybkov
. 1. EGOROV, Chairman of the Supreme Old Believers Council in the Lithuanian SSR;
ilnius .
M l\.;]ICHUVANOV, Chairman of the Moscow Transfiguration Community of Old Be-
" lievers; Moscow
F Sht'REUKUSHI(]N, Chairman of the Moscow Community of Christian Old Believers
" "oi the Pomorye Communion; Moscow
I. MIROLYUBOV, Spiritual Mentor of the Grebenshchikovskaya Community of Old Be-
" Jievers in Riga; Riga



Decisions of the Holy Synod

The Holy Synod at its session on March 23,
1987, chaired by the Patriarch,

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Meiro-
politan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, chairman of the liturgical
group of the Holy Synod Commission on the
Preparation for and Celebration of the Millen-
nium of the Baptism of Russ, on liturgical texts
compiled by the group for use at services on
the jubilee days.

RESOLVED: that the liturgical texts presented
by the working group of the jubilee commission
be approved.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the. patriarchal parishes in Canada and the

SA.

RESOLVED: (1) that His Grace Bishop Kli-
ment of Serpukhov, Vicar of the Moscow Dioce-
se, be relieved of the administration of the Pat-
riarchal Parishes in Canada and confirmed Ad-
ministrator of the Patriarchal Parishes in the
USA;

(2) that appointed to the post of Administrator
of the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada be His
Grace Bishop Nikolai of Zvenigorod with the
title Bishop of Orekhovo-Zuevo, Vicar of the
Moscow Diocese, and that he be released from
the post of representative of the Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia to the Patriarch of An-
tioch and All the East in Damascus, Syria,

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations
on the Exarchate of Central and South America,

RESOLVED: that in connection with the ter-
mination of the period of his service as Secre-
tary of the Exarchate of Central and South Ame-
rica, Archimandrite Feofan Ashurkov be released

~ from pastoral obedience in Argentina and sent
to the brotherhood of the Trinity-St. Sergiy
Lavra.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations
on the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada, ’

RESOLVED: (1) that in connection with the
termination of the period of his service. Arch-
priest Petr Vlodek be released from paﬂtn?al obe-
dience in the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada and
placed at the disposal of His Grace Bishop Var-
laam of Volyn and Rovno;

(2) that Archpriest Mikhail Kit, of the Volyn
Diocese, and Archpriest Boris Udovenko of the
Kiev Diocese, be placed at the disposal of His
Grace Bishop Nikolai of Orekhove-Zuevo, Ad.
111i1}istratur of the Patriarchal Parishes 11‘1 Ca-
nada.

CONSIDERED: the appointment of a bish(}p
to the widowed Diocese of Brussels and Bel.
gium.

RESOLVED: that Archimandrite Simo shu-
nin, Dean of the Cathedral of the Ex:Ht:;]lit}:tth
the Cross in the city of Pelrozavodsk and Super-
intendent Dean of the Olonets Dincese l}(-pde-
signated Bishop of Brussels and Belgiflm with
his nomination and consecration o he held in
Leningrad

HEARD: The report by His Eminence Mo«
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byc-loru::;ia.ml-t{.g;:;
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of the Department of External Church Relations,

on the Representation of His Holiness the

gatiia;?hYofo;igscow and All Russia in New
ork, N. Y., ;

RESOLVED: (1) that in connection with the
termination of the period of his service, Arch-
priest Sergiy Suzdaltsev be released from the
post of dean of the Representation of His Holi-
ness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia in
New York and that he be placed at the disposal
of His Holiness;

(2) that Archpriest Gennadiy Dzichkovsky, of
the Representation, be released from the post of
rector of the Church of All Saints Who Shone
Forth in the Land of Russia in the estate of
Pine Bush, USA, and be appointed dean of the
Representation of His Holiness the Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia in New York:

(3) that Archpriest Vasiliy Zaev, of the Kiev
Diocese, be appointed rector of the Church of
All Saints Who Shone Forth in the Land of
Russia in the estate of Pine Bush, USA:

_(4) that in connection with the termination
of the period of his service, Deacon Sergiy Ko-
valevsky be relieved of his duties at the Cathe-
dral of St, Nicholas in New York, N. Y. USA
and be placed at the disposal of His Grace
Archbishop Maksim of Tula and Belev;

(5) that Deacon Stefan Chizhevsky, of the
Chernovtsy Diocese, be appointed to serve in
the Cathedral of St. Nicholas h

HEARD: the report by His Eminenc Metro-
p?]i}an Filaret of Minsk and Byeloruss(i:al I-Llead
of the Department oi External Church Rcfations,
on the Exarchate of Centra] Europe

RESOLVED: (1) that in conmection with his
release from the past of reciorrmfecﬂ:on(jl“E !] 1f
St. Aleksiy, Monument {o Ruos' 5 Glmrcrl F)rl
Leipzig, GDR, Archpriest Mikh?’?nT Ohr‘}‘ ll)f?
placed ai the disposal of H‘is E s \:1“1 2
po}lgt)an lIrinei of Vienna and Auq:_r;;wnce SIS

that, in accordance rith his peliti
folloseiie b siase with his petition, the
Archhish%)p tGiflr'r!;;:: ZII %1:1_;:118[)053] e
pe, Patriarchal Exarch 1r;'Ci<Ieln{1rn? I(:":mlm[' s

Archpriest Docent Viadimir a] Bnsy. ol the
;‘»‘10\5(‘0\\' 'Il‘heulogjca] -‘1Ca(1emy- ¥anoy,: 1ol
Di‘oggg][?;mﬂ Aleksiy Parfenov, pf the Stavropol

Father Feodor Povny, of the Mi i 5

sy : Ys Minsk Diocese.
<‘c’.IRiﬁ?ﬂ?f}IHlaCnr%ﬁ?’m”?‘wa”?” by His Eminen-
sia, Head of the Depgstrrr ok and Byelorus.

1¢ Department of External” Church

Relations :
PHIFE:;IL‘II:,: addressed to His Holiness the

“Respectiully
A Y Tecommend t ‘our Holiness
A : : o Your Holine
p;;f:r“lg;’dtrlnt_I\Flﬂﬁl_antin Khomich, Father Su-
mition. i« 1? Zhirovitsy Monastery of the Dor-
appointn oy o hon tg the dignity of bishop and
the Min!ﬁnll)im. the vacant seat of the Vicar of
RESOLVED e With the title ‘of Pinsk'.”

Khomich, Fathertgz:i;c:\rd]iimmdrite i

nastery of the Dormi
astery L armit
of Pinsk, Vicar of th

rior of the Zhirovitsy Mo-
“”'Ci be designated Bish]f}P

il ¢ Minsk Diocese, with his
nomination g e e se, :
Minsh nd consecration to fake place in

dearis ¥
I}i(l;-l\lﬁ’([;l 1;;?&.\(\5 to be forwarded forthwith:
politan ]:llt-ai‘t"{ 'eport by His Eminence Melro:
of the Depar o '“_’”ffk and Byelorussia, Hea
epartment oj External Church Relalions:

on the presentation ol His Eminence Metro-
politan Vladimir of Rostov and Novocherkassk,
Patriarchal Exarch to Western Europe, regard-
ing the petition of His Grace Bishop Serafim of
Zurich for a cleric to assist him in his ministry.

RESOLVED: (1) that Hegumen Guriy Shali-
mov be released from the post of rector of the
Church of the Resurrection in Rabat, Morocco,
and sent to the Zurich Vicariate;

(2) that Archimandrite losif Pustoutov, of the
Moscow Diocese, be appointed rector of the
Church of the Resurrection in Rabat, Morocco.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the constituent conference of the Soviet Cul-
tural Fund, which took place in Moscow on No-
vember 12, 1986, and on the participation in it
of His Grace Archbishop Pitirim of Volokolamsk
(from December 30, 1986, Metropolitan of Vo-
lokolamsk and Yuriev). )

RESOLVED: (1) that the founding of the
Soviet Cultural Fund be welcomed;

(2) that the election of His Emincnce Metro-
politan Pitirim of Volokolamsk and Yuriev to
ihe board of the Soviet Cultural Fund be
acknowledged. . ]

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the regular session of the Central Committee
of the World Council of Churches, held on
January 16-24, ]987,‘i1'1 Geneva, Switzer]and,
and on the participation in it of the represen-
tatives of the Russian Orthodox Church,

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged; s .

(2) that noted with satisfaction be the pro-
founder study by the Central Committee of ques-
tions connected with the preparation for the
V11 Assembly of the World Council of Churches
which will be held at the invitation of the mem-
ber-Churches of Australia in  Canberra from
February 3 to 27, 1991, and the formation in
this connection of the planning committee of
the assembly of which A. 8. Buevsky, Executive
Secretary of the Department of External Church
Relations, will be a member.

(3) that satisfaction be expressed at the adop-
tion by the Central Committee of important and
topical public documents—Statement on Nuclear
Disarmament and Statement on South Africa;

(4) that noted with gratitude to the Lord God
be the 25th anniversary of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church’s membership in the World Council
oi Churches and 1_I1e efft‘ctl_\-'?‘lil\’()l\u’(:]_!lellt of
her representatives in the activities of this world
Christian organization;

(5) that the position of the representatives of
the Russian Orthodox Church at the session of
the Central Committecl of the World Council

i Churches be approved.

“',__(,‘El.{rﬁo; the ?e%)orl by His Eminence Metro-
politan_Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations
and Chairman of the Public Commission of the
Soviet Peace Committee for Contacts with Re-
iiqjm,; Circles for Peace, on the regular plenary

cession of the commission held on January 30,

8
ljﬁ?};SOI_.\fEI): that the report be acknowledged.

; His Eminence Metro-

JEARD: the report by His Emmem‘% !
pnllitan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on his visit to the USA from February 3 to 11,

1987, at the invitation of the Patriarchal Pari-
shes and the US Congress.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that deep satisfaction be expressed with
the meetings of Metropolitan Filaret during his
sojourn in the USA with statesmen and reli-
gious and social figures of the United States of
America, as well as with the Secretary-General
of the UN Dr. Perez de Cuellar;

(3) that the significance be noted of the par-
ticipation of the Russian Orthodox Church repre-
sentative in the prayer for peace during the na-
tional breakiast in which the President of the
United States took part.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna,
Chairman of the Religious Section of the Inter-
national Forum “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity” which
took place in Moscow on February 14-16, 1987,
on the work of the forum.

RESOLVED: (1) that noted with satisfaction
be the successful results of the Moscow Inter-
national Forum “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity”, especial-
ly its religious section in which 215 eminent re-
presentatives of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islani,
Judaism, Shintoism and Christianity, from
56 countries, took part. :

(2) that the final document of the religious
section of the forum *“Appeal to Joint Efforts”
as a programme of activity for the good of the
world by religious peacemakers in cooperation
with all men of good will, be approved;

(3) that gratitude be expressed to His Holis
ness Patriarch Pimen for his contribution to
the forum;

(4) that the position at the international fo-
rum of the Russian Orthodox Church delegation
headed by His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret
of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the
Ukraine, be approved;

(5) that gratitude be expressed to His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and
Kolomna, member of the initiative group for the
preparation of the international forum and chair-
man of its religious section, for his zealous
efforts,

(6) that the idea of creating a fund for the
survival of humanity advanced at the forum be
supported; ils task will be the stimulation of the
activities of wide social circles for the solution
of urgent problems of preserving the sacred
giit of life.

(7) that the effective participation of the re-
presentalives of the Russian Orthodox Church
in translating into life the ideas of the interna-
tional forum be considered important,

HEARD: the report by His Grace Archbishop
Kirill of Smolensk and Vyazma on the participa-
tion ol the Russian Orthodox Church delega-
tion, headed by him, in the celebrations for the
60th anniversary of the Patriarchal Parishes in
Finland held on February 17-23, 1987, and on
the blessing of the House of the Moscow Patri-
archate in Helsinki.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that the 60th anniversary of the blessed
existence of the Patriarchal Parishes in Finlan
be noted with thanksgiving to the Lord God
and the solemn celebrations on the occasion be
welcomed;

(3) that satisfaction be expressed with the
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meetings of His Grace Archbishop Kirill with
representatives of ecclesiastical circles and go-
vernment officials of Finland during his sojourn
in the country.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Rela-
tions, on his stay in the GDR on March 4-6,
1987, at the invitation of the Christian Demo-
cratic Union and on his participation in the
International Colloquium devoted to the 750th
anniversary of the founding of Berlin.

RESOLVED: (1) that satisfaction be expres-
sed with the participation of His Eminence
Metropolitan Filaret in the International Collo-
quium devoted to the 750th anniversary of the
capital of the GDR;

(2) that the continuous development of ami-
cable relations between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Christian Democratic Union and
in this connection the signing of an agreement
on cooperation for 1987, be noted with satis-
faction;

(3) that the Chairman of the Christian Demo-
cratic Union, Gerald Gétting, be thanked for
the hospitality and cordiality accorded His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Filaret during his sojourn
in the GDR.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the participation of His Grace Bishop Feofan
of Kashira, Deputy Head of the DECR, in the
General Assembly of the Ecumenical Council of
Cuba and in the consultation of the represen-
tatives of ecumenical couneils in socialist coun-
tries, which took place from March 4 to 11, 1987,
in Havana, Cuba.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
jedged;

(2) that hope be expressed that the participa-
tion of His Grace Bishop Feofan in the said
events will serve {o promote bilateral coopera-
tion between the Russian Orthodox Church and
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba;

(3) that the President of the Ecumenical
Council of Cuba, Dr. Adolfo Ham, be thanked
for the hospitality and attention accorded the
representative of the Russian Orthodox Church.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Sergiy of Odessa and Kherson, Chan-
cellor oi the Moscow Patriarchate, on the
sojourn from March 6 to 18, 1987, in the Arab
Republic of Egypt to attend the enthronization
of His Bealitude Parthenios [II, Pope and
Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa. of the
Russian Orthodox Church delegation, headed by
him, which comprised: His Grace Archbishop Iov
of Zaraisk, Deputy Head of the Departmeni of
External Church Relations; His Grace Bishop
Palladiy of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky, Vicar of {he
Kiev Diocese; Exarch Archpriest Dimitriy Netsve-
taev, Dean of the Russian Orthodox Church pod-
vorye in Alexandria; Deacon Nikolai Pritula
of the Odessa Diocese, and Prof. Boris A. Ne.
lyubov of the Moscow Theological Academy.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that deep salisiaction be expressed with
the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church
delegation in the enthronization of His Beatity.
de the Primate of the Alexandrian Orthodox
Church; :

(3) that His Beatitude Pope and Patriarc
Parthenios 11 be thanked t'ur(?ia]l\- fm-Im[{[.l::].('jh_
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cious reception and hospitality accorded the en-
voys of the Russian Orthodox Church during
their sojourn within the bounds of the Holy Ale-
xandrian Church;

(4) that His Eminence Archbishop Damianos
of Sinai be thanked for the attention shown the
envoys of the Russian Orthodox Church during
their visit to the Sinai Mountain;

(5) that the contacts made by His Eminence
Metropolitan Sergiy and by the members of the
delegation with His Holiness the Primate of the
Coptic Church, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria,
Shenuda III, and other heads and representati-
ves of non-Orthodox Churches in the Arab Re-
public of Egypt, be noted with satisfaction;

(6) that the attention shown the delegation of
the Moscow Patriarchate by the Governor of
Sinai Selim Medim, and the Governor of Cairo,
Yusef Abu Talef, be noted with gratitude.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, on the participation of
representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church
in the 5th Conference of the Union of Soviet
Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations
with Foreign Countries which took place in Mos-
cow on March 12, 1987,

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that satisfaction be expressed with the re-
clection of His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret of
Kiev and Galich and His Eminence Metropolitan
Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna to the Coun-
cil of the Union of ‘Soviet Friendship Societies.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna on
his participation, as a member of the Soviet pub-
lic delegation, in the 4th Vienna Dialogue: In-
ternational Conference for Disarmament and De-
tente, for a World Without Wars and Violence,

which took plac N : oy
iy Austria_p € on March 13-16, 1987, in Vien

le({{gEcSl;OLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-

(2) that the p
Metropolitan Yuv
be considered w

articipation of His Eminence
.tlcnaltl_)'fm the said conference
. ered wilh satisfaclion as an ecclesiasti-
i\-ailllctr:jﬂ;cl:?:'mon di_o the efforts of men of good

i leve disarmament 2 caLe
without wars and violenee, e delcnls, »

polliltl:'iARlP'i the report by His Eminence Metro:
b lh‘ nD tlaret of Minsk” and Byelorussia, Hea
Chairc Jepartment of External Church Relations,
World e of the Working  Presidium of the
Sa'r‘ Conference:  “Religious Workers 10f
Ci:lif thc"bacred Gift of Life from Nuclear
'Tab(llé rcophie (Moscow 1982), on the Round
Ethical D\I} erence “Common Security and Moral-
at the j Values™ which took place in MoscoW
at thLa I!:':'lta[“m of the Russian Orthodox Church
1987 in Onastery of St. Daniel on March 17-20
derator r lch, ‘under the direction of the mo-
polits 13 the conference, His Eminence Metro-
Norllliin iI\I{‘Hﬂos Mar Gregorios of Delhi and the
dia) 1{](0 alankar Orthodox Syrian Church, 11
Buddhion Cigious figures took part representing
I!fll!d(é!l-?n'l: IHI?ldUHm. Islam, Judaism, Sikhisfh
fron 351'!5‘1131111}_, as well as scientists-expert?
Fasll Not-t(l)untries of Asia, Africa, the Middle
\i"“‘“t:i“rn };I?u]mS(i-],q South America Eastern an
Ofl?tﬁes%'\ ED: (1) that the holding in MoscoM
; > oth Round Table Conference by the W ork-
ing Iresulmm of the 1982 World Conference
with the participation of theslogians and scien”

tists be welcomed; its work was notable for the
profound elaboration of the problems under dis-
cussion as represented in the number of papers
read and reflected in fruitful discussions, which
passed in an atmosphere of traditional brother-
hood and mutual understanding.

(2) that the final documents of the conferen-
ce be approved: the report of the round table
which is a comprehensive and analytical elabo-
ration of the problems of the main theme in three
sections: (a) “Star Wars: a Threat to the
Creation™; (b) “Comprehensive Security: a Just
Peace without Nuclear Weapons™; (c) “Religion
and Nuclear Threat; International Relations and
Morality”, the messages addressed to Mikha-
il S. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the CPSU
Central Committee; Ronald Reagan, President
of the United States of America; the heads of
state of Great Britain, Italy, Belgium, the
Netherlands, FRG, GDR, and CSSR, as well as
the UN Secretary-General, Dr. Perez de Cuellar
in support of the liquidation of medium-range
missiles in Europe; the communique which rei-
lects the regional problems representing a serious
{hreat to international security and world peace;

(3) that satisfaction be expressed that the ma-
ny important ideas of the international forum
“For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free World, for the
Survival of Humanity” (Moscow, February
1987), and of its religious section, which stimu-
lated the discussions at the Round Table Con-
ference, were developed and had a beneficial
cifect on its results;

(4) that the position of the representatives
of the Russian Orthodox Church, who partici-
pated in the 5th Round Table Conference, be
approved.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the forthcoming XI Theological Conversations
of representatives of the Russian Orthodox
Church and of the Evangelical Church in Ger-
many (Arnoldshain-XI), which will be held in
Miilheim, FRG, from April 27 to May 6, on the
theme “The Royval Priesthood of the Baptized
and Apostolic Ministry in the Holy Church”,

RESOLVED: that for participation in the
X1 Theological Conversations with representati-
ves of the Evangelical Church in Germany, FRG,
the delegation of the Russian Orthodox Church
be composed of:

(1) His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret of
Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the De-
partment of External Church Relations
(head of the delegation);

(2) His Grace Archbishop Prof. Mikhail of
Vologda and Veliki Ustyug, lecturer at the
Leningrad Theological Academy;

(3) His Grace Archbishop German of Berlin
and Central Europe, Patriarchal Exarch to
Central Europe;

(4) His Grace Bishop Longin of Diisseldori;

(5) Protopresbyter Prof, Vitaliy Borovoi, De-
puty Head of the DECR, lecturer at the
Moscow Theological Academy;

(6) Archpriest Vladimir Bashkirov, of the Cen-
iral European Exarchate;

(7) Archpriest Docent Vladimir Ivanov, of the
Moscow Theological Academy; )

(8) Archpriest Prof. Vasiliy Stoikov, of the
Leningrad Theological Academy;

(9) Prof. A. 1. Osipov, of the MTA;

(10) V. A, Chukalov, a senior staff member of
the DECR.

HEARD: the report by Metropolitan Filaret
of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relations, on the par-
ticipation of Metropolitan Pitirim of Voloko-
lamsk and Yuriev, Head of the Publishing De-
partment, and Archbishop German of Berlin and
Central Europe, Patriarchal Exarch to Central
Europe, in the sixth annual ecumenical sympo-
sium for peace on the theme: “A Turn to a New
Thinking”, held on February 3-4, 1987, at the
Theological Faculty of the Humboldt University
in Berlin and timed for the city’s 750th anni-
versary.

RESOLVED: (1) that satisfaction be expres-
sed with the participation of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church representatives in the aforesaid sym-
posium for peace;

(2) that gratitude be expressed to the admi-
nistration of the Theological Faculty of the
Humboldt University in Berlin for the invitation
to attend the symposium and hospitality ac-
corded the Russian Orthodox Church represen-

tatives.
PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow

and All Russia
MEMBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD:

FILARET, Mefropolitan of Kiev and Galich,
Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine

ALEKSH{;, Metropolitan of Leningrad and Nov-
goro

FILARET, Metropolitan of Minsk and Byelorus-

sia

YUVIENALIY. Metropolitan of Krutitsy and Ko-
omna

MELKHISEDEK, Archbishop of Sverdlovsk and

% RKurgml

IRILL, Archbishop of Smolensk and Vyazma

SEV;%ST]AN, Bishop of Kirovograd andJNiko-
aev

SERGIY, Metropolitan of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate

wOE %

At its meeting on March 30, 1987, the Holy
Synod chaired by the Patriarch
HEARD: the report by Metropolitan Filaret
of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relations, on the
Patriarchal Parishes in Canada.
RESOLVED: (1) that Archpriest Nikanor
Shimko be relieved of his pastoral duties in the
Patriarchal Parishes in Canada on the expiery
of his term of duty and be placed at the dis-
posal of Bishop Varlaam of Volyn and Rovno;
(2) that Archpriest Feodor Kobylyatsky, of
the Kiev Diocese, be appointed to serve under
Bishop Nikolai of Orekhovo-Zuevo, Administra-
tor of the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada.
PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow
and All Russia
MEMBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD:
FILARET, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich,
Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine
ALEKSIY, Metropolitan of Leningrad and Nov-
gorod
FILARET, Metropolitan of Minsk and Byelorus-

sia

YUVENALILY, Metropolitan of Krutitsy and Ko-
lomna

NIKODIM, Metropolitan of Lvov and Ternopol

KHRISANF, Bishop of Kirov and Slobodskoi

EVSEVIY, Bishop of Alma-Ata and Kazakhstan

SERGIY, Metropolitan of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate
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PATRIARCHAL AWARDS

By the ukase of His Holiness Patri-
arch PIMEN of Moscow and All Rus-
sia of March 5, 1987, Archbishop Sera-
pion of Vladimir and Suzdal was de-
corated with the Order of St. Vladimir,
2nd Class, on the 15th anniversary of
his episcopal consecration.

For the Holy Easter of 1987, His Ho-
liness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and
All Russia awarded the following dio-
cesan administrators the Order of St

Sergiy of Radonezh, 2nd Class:

— Bishop Isidor of Arkhangelsk and
Murmansk,

— Bishop Amvrosiy of Ivanovo and
Kineshma,

— Bishop Varlaam of
Rovno,

— Bishop Sevastian of
and Nikolaev,

— Bishop Damaskin of
and Uzhgorod.

Volyn and
Kirovograd

Mukachevo

Chronicle

On February 17, 1987, there was a meeting for
peace of the clergy and laity of the Omsk Dio-
cese at the baptismal church of the Omsk Cathe-
dral Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
The participants discussed the outcome of the
{nternational Moscow Forum "For a Nuclear-
Weapons-Free World, for the Survival of Hu-
manity’’. The meeting was addressed by Arch-
bishop Feodosiy of Omsk and Tyumen who infor-
med the participants of the work of the forum
and urged them to work for translating into reality
the idea of sefting up a "fund of survival of
mankind” advanced at the forum. Participants in
the debates voiced unanimous support for initia-
tives launched at the forum and passed a resolu-
tion on contributing to the newly established
fund. The local press and radio covered the
meeting.

%o

On February 26, 1987, Orthodox clergy repre-
sentatives of the Riga Diocese led by Metropoli-
tan Leomd_of Riga and Latvia had a meeting
with 2 parficipant in the recent International Fo-
rum For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free World, for the
Survwa_:! of Humanity", Archbishop Erik Mesters,
the Primate of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Latvia. He provided a detailed account of the
Fhrogram_mle and work of the forum and acquainted
l:’e ﬁamcn?a_nts with the final document adopted
Igrfsl”.s religious section— "Appeal to loint Ef-
ofT?F? meeting took place in the small hall

e new Church of St Gertrude (Lutheran)

and was attended
of St. Gertruge. -0 ©Y the clergy of the Church

Transfigurafion in  Bolshaya Ordynka

same church by Mefropolitan Yu
buried at the Preobrazhenskoye

On April 5, 1987, Archbishop Kiprian Zernov, Honorary Rector of the Ch
Church of the lcon of the Moth Street in  Moscow [also S s o e
Tl ke A3 ¢ Mother of God “Consolation of A the Afflicted" N
sul y in the year of his life. On April 8, the funeral service \Ilvlase Idpassed_away
venaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna, Archbishor uced iy the
emetery in Moscow, iIshop Kiprian was

known as the

B

¢

_ CHURGH LIPS

Services Conducted by His

FEBRUARY

February 15 (2), the Feast of the
Presentation of Our Lord in the Tem-
ple. On the eve, His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen oificiated at All-Night Vigil in
the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Epi-
phany, assisted by Archbishop Iov of
Zaraisk.

February 22 (9), the Meat-Fare Sun-
day, of the Last Judgement. On the eve,
His Holiness officiated at All-Night
Vigil in the Patriarchal Cathedral as-
sisted by Archbishop lov of Zaraisk and

Holiness Patriarch PIMEN

Bishop Chrysostomos of Dodona (the
Orthodox Church of Hellas).

At all the services, His Holiness an-
nointed the worshippers with holy oil.

On February 23 (10), Monday of the
Cheese-Fare Week, His Holiness the
Patriarch attended Divine Liturgy in
the Domestic Chapel of the Vladimir
Icon of the Mother of God at the Pa-
triarchate. Before the Liturgy, His Ho-
liness conducted the order of the con-
secration of new antimensia assisted
by Metropolitan Pitirim of Volokolamsk
and Yuriev.

Archimandrite PALLADIY Shiman
Nominated and Consecrated Bishop of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky

On December 30, 1986, by decree of
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen and 1!‘18
Holy Synod Archimandrite Palladiy,
Assistant Rector of the Odessa Th_eolo-
gical Seminary, was designated Bishop
of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky, Vicar of the
Kiev Diocese.

On February 7, 1987, in the Cathed-
ral Church of St. Vladimir in Kiev, al-
ter All-Night Vigil, the nomination of
Archimandrite Palladiy as Bishop of
Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky was conducted
by Metropolitans—Filaret of Kiev and
Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the Uk-
raine; Sergiy of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate,
and Nikodim of Lvov and Ternopol;
Archbishops—Leontiy of  Simferopol
and the Crimea; Antoniy of Chernigov
and Nezhin; Makariy of Ivano-Fran-
kovsk and Kolomyya, and Agafangel
of Vinnitsa and Bratslav; Bishops—
Varlaam of Volyn and Rovno; Sevas-
tian of Kirovograd and Nikolaev, and
Antoniy of Chernovtsy and Bu_kovma._

During the nomination Archimandrite
palladiy delivered an address: _

«your Eminences, Your Gr_ace_s, bi-
shops of God, archpastors wise-in-God
a erciful fathers,

n‘qu-ough the will and decree of our

most Holy Father Patriarch Pimen and
the Holy Synod, I, an unworthy one,
am called to the loftiest ministry in
the Church—the episcopacy, the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil.
3. 14). Is it not for me to repeal these
wonderful words of the Apostle of the
Gentiles before you, bishops of Christ?

“Now, as | stand here before the
Face of God as it were, the words of
the Prophet Habakkuk come to mind:
O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and
was afraid (Hab. 3. 2). As before the
burning bush, which was not consu-
med by fire (Exod. 3. 2), my soul
stands in fear, and in much trembling
(1 Cor. 2. 3) before the eternal fire o
grace of the All-Holy Spirit.

“If the life of an ordinary pastor, ac-
cording to St. Isidore of Pelusium, is
‘tested by thousands of eyes and ton-
gues’, then what can be said of the
life and ministry of a bishop? There
are no words in the human language
to express how heavy is the burden
laid on a man by this lofty hierarchal
dignity.

“The episcopal ideal is unattainably
high, as revealed to us by the example
of our Heavenly Chiel Priest and out-
lined in the Book of His Divine Word.

L
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Infinitely great and awful is the res-
ponsibility lying on the conscience of a
bishop.

“A bishop of God is the light of the
world (Mt. 5. 14), a lamp placed high
{o illumine the life of the Church, to
enlighten the minds of the faithiul with
the light of truth and the righteousness
of Christ, and with the warmth of
Christ’s love to warm their hearts. He
is a city that is set on a hill (Mt. 5.
14), seen from afar and attracting to
itself wanderers in life, who hope to
repose there on life’s path, to acquire
renewal of strength, relief and consola-
tion amidst the sorrows and misfor-
tunes of life. He is the salt of the earth
(Mt. 5. 13), who preserves the flock
from moral decay. HHe is the Angel
Guardian of the flock who proclaims to
it the will of God and prayerfully in-
tercedes for it before the Throne of
God (Rev. 1. 20). He is the chief priest
offering gifts and sacrifices for sins
of the flock (Heb. 5. 1). The bishop oc-
cupies in the Church the place of the
Apostles, for he is the teacher and gu-
ardian of the flock, whom, according
to the words of St. Gregory of Nazian-
zus, he establishes and regenerates by
preaching the Gospel teaching. A bish-
op is the good shepherd (Jn. 10. 11),
called to love his flock as Christ loved
it. A bishop is a pillar holding up the
whole weight of the service of the
Church, the service of the world and
men. A bishop, according to St. Eph-
raem Syrus, is a marvellous diadem, a
superb adornment of the Church. A bi-
shop is not only a steward of the mys-
teries of God (1. Cor. 4. 1), but one
who makes others capable of sanctify-
ing many. A bishop is the helmsman
of the ecclesiastical ship, sailing the
seas of daily cares and bringing all
those on board to the calm haven of
the Kingdom of Heaven. A bishop, ac-
cording to St. Gregory Dialogos, is
like a pomegranate which under its
single rind holds and guards numerous
seeds, so too a bishop safeguards the
innumerable faithiul in unity with each
other.

“The duty of a bishop, as I see it, is
to nurture in the hearts of pastors love
jor their work, to imbue them with the
ideal of the good shepherd, confirming
the calling to pastoral service as the
highest service demanding seli-denial
and sacrificial love, How much expe-
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rience and prudence, how much zeal a
hierarch of God must possess, in order
to fulfil his archpastoral duty irre-
proachably and worthily! Therefore, I
know that a bishop must have ardent
faith, the unflickeringly burning pray-
erful mood of the spirit, in order not
only to shine, but to warm, revive,
unite, and rally the flock. He must pos-
sess constant zeal for the House of God
and the establishment of the spiritual
life of the flock, in order to attract,
through his zeal, his fellow pastors,
inspire .them by his example, and, with
the zeal of the Prophet Elijah, be con-
cerned about the salvation of the people
entrusted to him. He is the bearer of
the ecclesiastical mood of the flock, the
expresser of its consciousness, the es-
tablisher and guardian of Church life.
From him proceeds every initiative of
the flock, he is the guardian of its mo-
rals and customs; it is his duty to
stand worthily and firmly for the Or-
thodox truth.

“Experience of Church life tells me
that episcopal ministry demands from
its bearer dedication of himself wholly
to the service of the Church, the ser-
vice of one’s country and of the high
goals of human life, A bishop, as an
image of Christ the Redeemer, must
show men the compassionate love of
Christ. The example of the best hier-
archs of the Church of Christ convinces
me of the fact that a bishop must, with
meekness and patience, heal spiritual
ailments .and indifference to the cause
of salvation; to heal not only with
words of admonition, which are light
lcjmd like smoke disperse in airy spaces,
ut above all by the example of per-
tonal, irreproachable life, of zeal of_the
iih and of selfless love for God.

bishop must always be prayerfully

concentrated i i -
e ed in himself and not absent

‘ “How pure ang bright must be the
Spiritual gaze of g, bishop to perceive
I\Ix:‘tldme a threatening danger! How much
T}ljg-ojn and care is expected of him!

1e.10rre I understand why St. Greg”
ory of Nazianzys said with entire sens®
of responsibility; ‘Ap episcopal seat 13
?.1\{|‘able, but is 3 (1angerous elevation:
tis only now that | begin to under”
stand the words of another greatl bi-
shop, St. Johp Chrysostom, who say®

that pastorship s higher than fasting

higher than external acts, that it is
martyrdom for life.

“Standing here before you I am fully
aware of the entlire importance of the
obligations laid upon me today and the
great responsibility for their fulfilment,
for I see before me the image of the
Chief Shepherd Christ, a great high
priest (Heb. 4. 14), Who demands high-
est purity from one who accepts and
bears this image. Before my conscious-
ness is the covenant of God in all

physical strength to lift and carry pro-
perly, without tiring and turning back.
the heavy cross of the episcopal minis-
try. My soul is trembling in confusion.
How can I but tremble? For I have to
rise on eagle’s wings above all earthly
things and soar unceasingly in thought
and desire to the Sun of Righteous-
ness, Christ God. I must take lamps in
my hands to illumine the faithful with
the light of Christ. It troubles me whe-
ther I shall be a fit labourer in the

Bishop Palladiy of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky

its power addressed to each archpas-
tor: ‘Find the lost, return those gone

Lord’s vineyard, unslothful in sowing

astray, strengthen the weak and supply
the strong.’

«] am confused and alarmed, God-
wise archpastors, when I see clearly in

_ my mind the holiness of the episcopal

dignity. 1 am troubled and tremble for
I do not perceive enough spiritual and

the seeds of salutary teaching in the
open hearts of the Church’s children
entrusted to me and giving them to
drink from the spring of living water.
Do I have enough spiritual strength to
bear the burden of the episcopal mi-
nistry to the glory of God and the sal-
vation of one’s neighbour? Do I pos-
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sess sufficient pastoral skill to perceive
and heal the soul’'s ailments? Do I
have at my command enough of the
necessary spiritual means to take up
the ministry awaiting me? Do I have
enough holy courage to intercede, un-
condemned, before the Throne of God
for the sheep in my flock?

“Thinking about all this I go back
in my mind, surveying and living
through the life’s path I have already
fraversed. All my life and service, as
far as I was able considering my weak-
nesses, have been bound up with theolo-
gical schools. Unforgettable for me is
the Minsk Theological Seminary in
which I received my initial theological
education and in which, under the gra-
ce-filled influence of the holy Zhiro-
vitsy Monastery, my heart began f{o
incline towards monasticism. The Mos-
cow Theological Academy became my
higher school of theology and monastic
life. In the great cell of Abba St. Ser-
giy 1 was professed to become one of
his disciples and there too began my
priesthood. T trust in the great lumi-
nary of the land of Russia, St. Sergiy,
that he will continue to pray for me.
I recall the days when Divine Provi-
dence, after I successfully finished my
theological education at the Moscow
Theological Academy and my post-gra-
duate courses, led me to the spiritual
yineyard—the Odessa Theological Semi-
nary. For seventeen years the Lord dec-
reed that I labour in the field of spiri-
tual enlightenment in the seminary
under the omophorion of a wise archpa-
stor, His Eminence Metropolitan Ser-
giy, who led me along the ascending
path, from strength to strength, with
solicitude and paternal love. Divine
Providence found it meet to lead me up
the steps of ecclesiastical and admini-
strative obediences jointly with the dif-
ficult work of education—I was a tea-
cher, secretary of the administrative
board, deputy assistant rector and then
assistant rector of the theological semi-
nary.

“Now it has pleased Divine Provi-
dence that I leave my work at the theo-
jogical school and accept heavenly bles-
sing on a new obedience—in episcopal
dignity.

“Of special joy to me is the divinely
blessed city of Kiev with its abundance
of shrines so  dear to each Christian:
shrines with whose salulary grace and
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blessing you, bishops of God, desire to
conduct my episcopal consecration. The
shrines of Kiev, and its heroic past ha-
ve always roused in me a feeling of
deep reverence which is {oday overrid-
den by deep gratitude to God, Who hax=
blessed me to begin my episcopal
ministry among the shrines of Kiev.

“The Divine Light, which was
brought here by St. Andrew the First-
Called, and his prophecy that the glo-
rious city of Kiev would rise here—the
beauty and pride of Russ, the mother of
Russian cities—fill my soul with ten-
derness and spiritual joy.

“Here, pagan Russ was baptized, the
millennium of this great occasion the
Russian Orthodox Church will celeb-
rate solemnly very soon. Here, began
the imbuing, development and streng-
thening of Russia in the Orthodox
Faith, with the assistance especially of
the bishops of Kievan Russ.

“I pray fervently to the Lord God
and His Most Pure Mother to streng-
then my spiritual powers in order that
I may bear the burden of the episcopal
ministry without reproach, zealously
and worthily till my last days. I con-
stantly offer prayers to our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, to make me wiser with
His wisdom, to guide my feet into the
way of peace (Lk. 1. 79), that I may be
vouchsafed the strength of grace of the
HOIY_SP}I‘IL in order to be worthy of
the dignity of bishop always, to contri-
bute consfantly to the great cause of
saving mankind, to promote the good
estate of Christ’s Church, and be of use
to my country, In my prayers 1 meekly
ask our magnanimous Lord, through
the almighty intercession of the Mediat-
ress and Patroness of Christians and
all the saints, to deliver my soul from
indifference and coldness, that 1 might
be able to carry the light of faith, the
Warmth of prayer, and the joy of spiri-
tual communion, {0 people.

Today I raise my inner eye with
special love {o the great host of hea-
venty hierarchs whose incorruptible
relics repose in this God-protected city
of Kiev. Look down upon me from 07
high, comfort e with your prayers
teach me to bear everything with P4
tience and guide my whole life to ac!>
of piety and sacrificial love. Show M€
to what pastures | must lead Christs
flocks, Whom {0 herd with a whip anl
whom with a pipe; how, according

Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine, felicitating
the newly-consecrated Bishop Palladiy

St. Gregory of Nazianzus, to lift those
grown faint, to raise the fallen, to
return those gone asiray, to find the
lost, and preserve the strong.

“I bend the knee of my soul before
the relics of the Holy Martyr St. Maka-
riy and the Great Martyr St. Varvara,
and turn with heartfelt prayer to all
the saints who shone forth in the land
of Kiev, asking them for their grace-fil-
led, effective, and instructive blessing
upon my consecration to the episcopal
dignily and upon the new ministry
before me of our Holy Russian Ortho-
dox Church, which is getting ready to
celebrate the millennium of her exis-
tence.

“From the depths of my trepidating
heart comes sincere and deep gratitude
to the Primate of our Holy Church—
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen of Mos-
cow and All Russia—the Angel of the
All-Russian Church  and  spiritual
helmsman steering the ship of the
Church along a lrue course, tor his pa-
ternal trust in me, for his gracious at-
{itude and condescension in regard to
my election and consecration as bishop.

“1 am also grateful to His Eminence

Metropolitan Filaret,  Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, who is seated
upon the oldest throne in the Russian
Church. I thank God that my new epis-
copal obedience will be under the gui-
dance of Your Eminence. I assure you,
dear Vladyka, that I shall be a tireless
assistant to you in all your numerous
labours for the good of the Church and
Motherland.

“With great and sincere feeling of
deep love, cordiality, and heartfelt gra-
titude I turn to my good archpastor, my
solicitous guide and conscientious tea-
cher and mentor—His Eminence Metro-
politan Sergiy. Throughout all the years
of my obedience under you, dear Vla-
dyka, in the sphere of ecclesiastical
education, you have taught me, trans-
mitted your experience and knowledge,
led me up the steps of spiritual per-
fection, conferred upon me awards and
signs of sympathetic hierarchal atten-
tion and kindness, and imbued me with
an understanding of the importance,
responsibility and celestial loftiness of
pastoral service. Having been for a
long time my spiritual guide and soli-
citous archpastor, you will always
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remain for me a bright model of an
indefatigable cultivator of the Divine
Vine and of a lofty, multifaceted and
tireless episcopal activity to the glory
of the Church of Christ, for the benefit
of the people of God, and the triumph
of peace on Earth. My cordial thanks
to you, 'dear Vladyka.

“And you too, bishops of God, pray
for me that the grace of episcopal con-
secration may abide with me constantly,
cleansing and burning away my sins,
teaching and instructing me in what I
should say, wish and do, for the good
of the Church of Christ, for the benefit
of our dear country, for the salvation
of those children of the Church who
will be entrusted to my humble hierar-
chal guidance.

“I believe with all my heart and con-
fess with my lips, that even I, an
unworthy one, will not be deprived,
through the laying-on of your episco-
pal hands, of the almighty grace of
Christ which always heals the infirm
and abundantly fills that which is spiri-
tually lacking. The Holy Spirit, Who
makes the pastors of the Church,
strengthens us in our labours and in
our weaknesses (Acts 20. 28; Rom.
8. 26).

“O Lord, for the sake of Thy nume-
rous people, grant me particular grace,
Make Thy strength perfect in my weak-
ness (2 Cor. 12. 9.). Even so, come,
Lord Jesus (Rev. 22. 20). My heart is
open, my soul is turned to thee, my
whole being awaits Thy call, O Lord!
Come and abide in us and fill us with
the unspeakable gift of grace (2 Cor.
9. 15), which cometh down from the
Father of lights (Jas. 1. 17), to Whom
be glory for ever. Amen.”

* ok g

On February 8, the Sunday of the
Publican and Pharisee, during Divine
Liturgy in the Cathedral Church of
St. Vladimir in Kiev, the venerable
archpastors who presided at the nomi-
nation, solemnized the consecration of
Archimandrite Palladiy as Bishop of
Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky.

At the end of the Liturgy, Metropoli-
tan Filaret of Kiev and "Galich upon
pestowing ti;;e crozier to the newly-con-
secrated Bishop of Pereyaslav-Khmel-
nitsky, Palladiy, said: ~ “your Grace
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Bishop Palladiy,
Christ,

“The hour has come when you too ha-
ve been granted episcopal grace. Now,
by the power and action of the Holy
Spirit, through the laying-on of the
hands of the hierarchs, you have been
clevated to the dignity of bishop, in
order fo feed the church of God, which
He hath purchased with His own blood
(Acts 20. 28). You have been made
bishop in Kiev, in which, through the
will of St. Prince Vladimir, the great
deed of the Baptism of Russ was
accomplished, the millennium of which
event the Russian Orthodox Church is
getting ready to celebrate.

“The Lord brought you to the pastu-
res of the Church as a young man and
for many years you laboured in the
Odessa Theological Seminary, educat-
ing future pastors of the Church, The
Lord granted you to visit Mount Athos
as a pilgrim, to show you with what
acts of piety one must cleanse oneself
from sinful filth. And now, His Holi-
ness Patriarch Pimen and the Holy
Synod have chosen you
ministry.

e ! ad_dr(?sses to newly-consecrated
bishops it is often mentioned that ele-
ction to the episcopate is made through
the will of the Lord. Tt is actually so
and we hishops should not forget it.
Let us recall how the great Apostle,
St. Paul, was calleq to the apostolic
SEI_‘VICQ‘_Appeari-ng to him Jesus Christ
said: Rise, and stanq upon thy feet: for
I'have appeared unto thee for ihis pur-
pose, to make thee g minister and a
}mmess both of these things which thou
la‘,s.f seen, and of those things in the
f)ﬁ"twh‘:’ will appear unto thee (Acts
..G{}. 16). And like the Apostle St. Paul,
CIOd chooses each of His minister in the
G reh. The Church is convinced of

;]b and bears witness to her convi-
? on in the words of the early prayer
I—EI)r €Piscopal  consecration: ‘O Seer of
Tl_fliar’fS, grant that Thy servant whom

ou has chosen for the episcopate,
may feed Thy holy flock and minister
as“Thy chief priesf.’

“God’s choice of the bishop does not
exclude his election by the Church. ‘The
one who has beep chosen by all the
people must be made bishop,’ “says St.
Hippolytus of Rome, Election testifies
to the will of Goq revealed to the
Church. At the Same time it serves 8%

beloved brother in

for episcopal '

an agreement of the Church to make
bishop one who was elected to the mini-
stry in fulfilment of God’s will.

“In the election both the Divine and
the human wills are revealed. But hu-
man will must bend before Divine Will.
In the Church of Christ there is no
place for the human will independent
of God’s will. That is why Church awa-
reness has resolufely opposed making
a man bishop where human will pre-
dominated.

“The history of the Church is full of
examples where this ecclesiastical prin-
ciple was violated; appointed to mini-
ster in the Church were not those cho-
sen by God, but those who by human
will, in one way or another, were
appointed to ecclesiastical ministry.
Origen sensed tragically the disparity
between what there ought to be in the
Church and what in fact therg was. His
tragedy was increased by the fact that
for him the Church, was practically a
society of saints. He called those ap-
pointed improperly to minister in the
Church hypocrites and pretenders.

“Human will can appoint some per-
sons to pastoral service, but it cannot
make of them true pastors, The dignity
of a bishop is not in himself, but in the
choice of God and the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit sent to him. When an unworthy
person is appointed to minister in the
Church what takes place is not the will
of God, but God’s tolerance.

“Your Grace Bishop Palladiy, we
trust and hope that in your election
and consecration it was not the tole-
rance of God, but His will that was
revealed and that you have received
today the gift of the Holy Spirit. We
bishops should test ourselves oftener,
and ask our consciences oftener, whe-
ther it was by the will of God or His
tolerance that we were appointed to the
lofty ministry.

“Church awareness condemns those
who covet episcopacy ‘fmd YEt‘the
Apostle St. Paul says: But in all things
approving ourselves as the ministers of
God. in much patience, in afflictions, in
necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labours,
in watchings, in fastings; by pureness,
by knowledge, by longsuffering, by
kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the
power of God, by the armour of righ-

teousness on the right hand and on the
left (2 Cor. 6. 4-7). A bishop Ileaves
behind his earthly happiness for the
sake of the eternal life of his flock. He
deprives himself of tranquility, becomes
exhausted by labour, and fears neither
men’s slanders nor intrigues of ene-
mies—he does all this not for the sake
of foul gain and profit, but because of
his sense of duty laid upon him by God
Himself Who desires all to be saved.
A good shepherd does not set store by
his health not through carelessness, but
for the sake of fulfilling God’s will.

“We, who have made you bishop,
hope that your  wish for episcopal
ministry was to give all of yourself to
the service of the Church and Mother-
land.

“As servants of the Church govern-
ment, bishops bear authority because
without authority the government of
the Church would be impossible. Howe-
ver, authority in the Church must cor-
respond with her nature. In the Church
only an authority of love can exist. It
is not grace of authority that God gives
bishops, but the grace of love and
through it the authority of love. By love
everyone is subject to the bishop and
by love he subjects everyone to him-
self. Just as subjection of all to Christ
takes place through love of Him, so
too subjection of all to the bishop
takes place through his love for all and
their reciprocal love. There cannot be
any other authority in the Church.

“Learn of me: for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls (Mt.” 11. 29), says the
Lord. Christ’s authority in the Church
is one of love, won through His love
for her. The Apostle St. Peter exhorts
all of us bishops thus: Feed the flock
of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but being ensamp-
les to the flock (1 Pet. 5. 2-3). To do-
minate and rule the flock of God means
to enjoy authority not based on love.
Authority of love is sacrificial, the
giving of self to others. Only through
love of Christ can the grace of love be
obtained, in order to give oneself to
the ministry of all. Authority not foun-
ded on love means serving oneself, whe-
reas authority of love ministers to
others. The former dominates, whereas
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the latter binds him who possesses it
and makes him a servant of others.

“Yesterday, during your nomination,
you described well the image of a
bishop, we hope that it was not for
effect, to show off your knowledge, but
in order to keep it always before you
in your ministry, as an exhortation to
yourself.

“In welcoming you, our new brother
in the episcopal minigtry, we believe
that, through the prayers of the Church,
Divine Grace will regenerate and
strengthen you in the episcopal mi-
nistry.

“Now take this crozier as a visible
sign of your episcopacy and by the
grace of the Holy Spirit granted you,
bestow your first episcopal blessing
upon the people of God who have been
praying together with us for you and
your future ministry in the dignity of
bishop.”

ok R

Bishop Palladiy (secular name Petr
Aleksandrovich Shiman) was born on
November 15, 1939, in the town of Dis-
iw, Vitebsk Region, into a priest’s fami-
y.

After finishing his secondary educa-
tion in 1957 he enrolled in the Grodno
Technical School of Medicine. In 1962
he finished the Minsk Theological Semi.
nary and in 1966 graduated from the
Moscow Theological Academy with the
degree ol Candidate of Theology for
his thesis at the department of Patro-
logy: “The Teaching of the Church by
Christian Writers Prior to the Nicaea
Period”, and was accepted for post-
graduate courses at the Moscow Theolo-
gical Academy.

On May 13, 1966, he was professed
with the name Palladiy in honour of
St. Palladius, Bishop of Helenopolis
by the Father Superior of the Trinily-St’
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Sergiy Lavra, Archimandrite Platon
Lobankov (later Bishop of Voronezh
and Lipetsk; {1975); on May 22, Met-
ropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and
Novgorod ordained him hierodeacon in
the Cathedral Church of St. Nicholas in
Leningrad and on October 8, 1967, he
Was ordained hieromonk at the Trinity-
St. Sergiy Lavra.

After he finished the post-graduate
courses in 1969, he was appointed to
leach at the Odessa Theological Semi-
nary by the Holy Synod  Education
Commitiee. Archbishop (now Metropo-
litan) Sergiy of Odessa and Kherson
made him secretary of the seminary
board.

For Holy Easter 1971, he was raised
to the rank of hegumen. On July 30,
1976, he was made Deputy ASSiStant
Rector of the Odessa Theological Semi-
1“1ary.

In 1977, he was awarded an orna-
mented cross; in 1978, raised to the
rank of archimandrite and appointed
Assistant Rector of the Odessa Theolo-
gical Seminary.

In 1979 he
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In the depths of centuries lamps are
burning with the pure flame of divine
love and faith. These lamps are the sa-
ints of God, the first prayerful inter-
cessors for our land. Scanty is the in-
formation about them given us by the
chronicler, but even what is known
causes amazement. Without any help
from the powers that be, only by the
labour, “fasting and tears” of a few
monks, the great Lavra was founded in
Kiev and became, for many centuries,
the bulwark of Orthodoxy. Its first
monks sewed the seeds of Christianity
on the vast territory of Russia still un-
touched then by Gospel preaching.
Their acts of piety inspired posterity
and illumined the path of spiritual
growth of our people.

“God alone knows, and human ton-
gue cannot describe what their life in
the caves was like at first and how
much grief and sorrow they experien-
ced there through all kinds of misfortu-
nes.”

The thousand-year history of the Rus-
sian Church cannot be considered
apart from the history of the Kiev-Pe-
chery Lavra, the mother of our nume-
rous monasteries, the cloister of Sts.
Antoniy and Feodosiy of the Caves, the
great lamps lit in the land of Russia.

In the days of Yaroslav the Wise,
the rector of the Church of the Holy
Apostles in the prince’s village of Be-
restovo near Kiev, was a humble priest
named Ilarion, who enjoyed great re-
spect among the people as *“a good
man, learned and a faster”, perhaps
the best educated man of his day (his
“Sermon on Law and Grace”, in
thought and style, is the most perfect
work of the literature of the pre-Mongo-
lian Russia). A recluse by inclination,
preferring prayer in solitude, this priest
of Berestovo often retired to the cave
which he had dug out in the hill in the
dense forest on the bank of the Dnieper.
However, his ascetic labours were cut
short in 1051, when, through the will
of the clergy and the people, as well as
the wish of the Grand Duke Yaroslav,
the episcopal council designated Ilarion

9 90 (anra)

The First Ascetics of the Land of Russia

Npeng, \
Arronii
Nevep-

oK

St. Antoniy of the Caves

Icon from the Domestic Chapel of
the Patriarchal Exarch to the Uk-
raine, Kiev

Metropolitan of Kiev—the first Russian
metropolitan,

At that time a Russian monk, Anto-
niy, a native of the Chernigov area, set-
tled on Mount Athos. The hegumen, who
had professed him, ordered him to re-
turn to Russia, blessed and foretold
that from his cloister there would come
many monks. When Antoniy arrived in
Kiev there already were several mona-
steries (in honour of St. George the
Victorious, of St. Michael the Archan-
gel, of Si. Irene, and others), founded,
apparently by the desire of the dukes,
by Greeks. The dukes founded monaste-
ries not for the sake of the monks but
for themselves, lo have men praying for
their souls during their lifetime and
after death. This was done in imitation
of the Greeks whose ancient custom
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St. Feodosiy of the Caves
Icon from the Domestic Chapel of
the Patriarchal Exarch fo the Uk-

raine, Kiev

was for royalty and nobles to found
family monasteries which were ruled by
them by the churchwarden right. It
should be noted that traces of monastic
life are to be found even before the
conversion of Russia. With the arrival
of missionary monks from Bulgaria
the Athos, and Byzantium, Russian
monks began settling in the proximity
of newly-built churches; in their yards
and lands, small hut-cells were built in
which settled lonely monks and nuns
The very fact that Grand Duke Yaros.
lav built in 1037 the first Monastery of
St. George shows that he already had
monks for it, they did not appear sud-
denly in an exact number to fill the
empty walls of the cloister he had
built.

“But Antoniy arrived in Kiev and
wondered where he should settle: he
went from monastery to monastery and
found them not to his liking, for so
God had willed.” For a long time An.
toniy went from place to place and fj.
nally decided to retire in the four-met-
re cave which had been dug out by Fa-
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ther Ilarion. There he began to live,
eating only crusts and drinking water,
and started digging his own cave,
spending days and nights in labour, vi-
gil and prayer. Rumours about his
pious and ascetic life soon spread
throughout Russia. Some devout peo-
ple came to the starets to ask for his
blessing, while others asked permission
to share his ascetic life. Unlike other
hegumens of Kiev, he accepted every-
body: both rich and poor, free men and
serfs. When the number of his associa-
tes reached twelve, they dug a huge
cave and made a church in it. This
church and the underground cells we-
re later called the Farther Caves. Soorn
after the church was made St. Antoniy,
who could not bear any dissension
and talk”, left the brethren, and, appo-
inting the pious monk, Varlaam, their
superior, retired to the next hill where
he dug himself a new cave-cell. This
was the beginning of the Near Caves.
Here St. Antoniy ended his days i
complete  silence and prayer (circa
1073, feast day, ‘]u]ly ]0) In 1062,
F\'}onk Varlaam was appointed hegumen
? the Monastery of St. Demetrius new-
J founded by Grand Duke IzyaslaV
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digi?plglgnls?ously clected the dearest
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JNXS was the third saint to be cano-
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after hisa)c/i’e May 3), thirty-four years

Parture’ (1074). In his ima-
gl? atr}*:ei 1RUSSIa of old Saxzf the features
this id(ea1 monk, and remained true 0

B lf'al for many centuries.
nobl)i-r flrth- e belonged to a rich and
(toda 2{:"“”-! in the town of VasileV
from %{_‘a'mlkm,’ Kiev Region), not faf
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potic '€ Power of his loving but des’
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s Life the thought of salvatio?

did not give him peace. One day in the
streets of the town Feodosiy saw a

-group of pilgrims on their way to the

Holy Land and followed them. The mo-
ther, in despair, went looking for her
runaway son, caught up with the pil-
grims, {ook her son home and punished
him severely. But this only intensified
his desire for the Church. Some time
later his mother found him ’mixing
dough for prosphorae, his face smudged
by soot from the oven; with threats and
blows she tried to make Feodosiy leave
his occupation in which she saw defa-
mation of their family honour. But
again he left his native nest and went
to Kiev, to St. Antoniy.

“As you see, son,” Antoniy said to
him, “my cave is mournful and cram-

ed.”

d “God Himself has sent me to you,”
Feodosiy replied. “I shall do everyth-
ing you command me.”

His mother, when she arrived, found
him already a monk of the Pechery
cloister. She was not only resigned to
her son’s vocation, but remained her-
sell in Kiev and became a nun of the
St. Nicholas Convent.

The Synaxis of the Saints of the Kiev-Pechery
Lavra

Jcon jrom the Refectory Church of
f)f;.) S:’rgiy of the Trinity-St. Sergiy
Lavra.

After he was elected hegumen, St.
Feodosiy brought the monastery above
ground: he had a wooden church and
cells built, into which almost all the
monks moved in; only a few hermits
have lived in the caves since then. The
saint placed the duty of brotherly love
above secluded search for personal sal-
vation. Anxious to establish in his cloi-
ster correct cenobitism he sent “one of
the brethren to Constantinople to ask
Ephraim the Ennuch to copy for him
the Rule of the Studite Monastery and
send it to him. He immediately fulfilled
the will of our holy father...”.

The cenobitic rule written in the 4th
century by St. Pachomius and partly
borrowed by St. Theodore of Studios,
demanded rejection of personal belong-
ings, and obliged each member of the
brotherhood to labour for the common
weal. Other Russian monasteries follo-
wed the lofty example of strict cenobit-
ism of the Pechery Lavra and showed
to the world the revived ideal of early
monasticism.

“He was never unjust or angry, ne-
ver looked upon anyone wrathfully, but
was always loving and calm, and com-
passionate to all.”

The rule demanded of all, including
the hegumen, to take part in the com-
mon work. St. Feodosiy felled trees,
carried water, and threshed corn, very
often not only his own portion but of
other brethren as well. On weekdays
he ate only dry bread, but on feast
days he ate some cooked vegetables.
He wore a hairshirt under his old ha-
bit. He forbade his brethren to think
of the morrow or to complain of need.
If he found a thing not permitted by
the rule, he had it burned. Every night
he toured the cells and if he heard any
monks talking after evening prayers,
he knocked gently on the door of the
cell. But in the morning he called the
guilty ones and, with parables, endea-
voured to make them repent. Any dis-
obedience was looked on by him as a
grave sin. But he did not like to punish
preferring to maintain piety through
his own example of meekness rather
than strictness. If a monk refused to do
some work, the saint did it himself. He
taught the younger ones to obey their
seniors, and the seniors to instruct and
console the younger, and for all to re-
pent and pray for each other. “And so
well did he {end and guard his flock

19

———-—_-_#



that no crafty woli by attacking could
disperse that divine flock.”

According to the ideal of St. Feodo-
siy, love, without pride and egoism,
should bind the monk not only to the
brethren, but to laymen as well. The
very position of the Lavra near Kiev
disposed it to social service. The Kiev-
ans, including the duke and boyars, ho-
noured the saint for his pure life, and
“for the many homilies gushing from
his mouth through the power of the
Holy Spirit”. They came to the mona-
stery for advice and instruction, and
coniessed their sins to the holy hegu-
men. It was he who began the tradition
whereby laymen chose their confessors
chiefly from among the monks.

When St. Feodosiy met a beggar or
a cripple, tears welled up in his eyes.
For such unfortunate ones he built an
almshouse, upon which he spent a tithe
of the monastery’s income. Every Sa-
turday he sent a wagonload of freshly
baked bread to those incarcerated. Even
robbers who attempted to rob the mona-
stery found mercy with him and the
table laid. “We, by our labour, must
feed the unfortunate and pilgrims, and
not be idle, passing from cell to cell,”
such was his commandment to the Rus-
sian monks.

The quiet mentor could be firm and
persistent, whenever truth was being
profaned. Then he stood up fearlessly
to the great and strong, openly accus-
ing them of their evil. He refused to
recognize the Grand Duke Svyatoslav
who had usurped his brother’s” thrope.
Princely flattery could not move him
he refused to commemorate the brother:
hater at divine services. The unjustly
condemned saw in him a trustful inter-
ceder with judges who could not dis-
obey the saint “knowing his righteous-

ness and sanctity”.

At the Lavra, and through it, Chris-
tianity was preached not only in words
but especially by example. The first
founders of our monasticism burned
with such zeal “for the matter of God”
that they were able to kindle it in al]
the sensitive people who came in con-
tact with them. They brought up a host
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of spiritual warriors who were the best
offering to God from newly-enlightened
Russia. Of this host of "ascetics the
chronicler says in general: “Such monks
shone in Russia as lamps: some were
great fasters, others strong in vigils,
still others in genuflection.” Take, for
instance, Isaakiy the Recluse, who was
professed by St, Antoniy, he wore a
hairshirt and over it a damp goat skin;
when the skin dried it shrank and pres-
sed the hairshirt to his body, so that
he constantly felt it. That same Isaakiy
subsequently took it upon himself to be
a foo_l-in-ChrisL Ioann the Longsuffer-
ing lived as a recluse for thirty years.

¢ saved himself by being naked and
wearing chains—“wasted with cold and
ron”. Prokhor Lebednik never ate any
bread except one baked from orach
(Russ.—lebeda) which he himself had
gathered. During famine he baked his
bread for numerous starving people,
and the bitter bread became miraculo-
usly sweet... Then there were the mar-
tyrs of Christ: Evstratiy, firm in his
faith, was crucified in the Crimea; Ku-
ksha, the enlightener of the Vyatichis,
Was killed by pagans, and the great
sufferers: Grigoriy, Feodor, and Vasiliy
\12]30 Were assassinated by Russian du-
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V. LEBEDEV

Monk Khristofor
and His "Key to Znamenny Notation"

The 16th century holds a place of its
own in the history of Russia. During
these years conciliarity and unity be-
came fundamental principles in organiz-
ing church life. The authorily of the
Russian Church grew considerably, the
Russian state was consolidated. In 1552
Ivan the Terrible conquered Kazan,
which permitted the establishment of an
episcopal see there a short time later.
After his victory an icon entitled “Bless-
ed Are the Hosts of the Heavenly King”
was installed at the Kremlin Cathedral
of the Dormition. In honour of the con-
quest of Kazan Russian choristers cre_at-
ed a new form of the kryuk notation
called Kazanskoe znamya; architects
built the marvellous Cathedral of the
Protecting Veil, better known today as
the Church of Vasiliy the Blessed on
the Red Square. It was to be an earthly
representation of the New Jerusalem,
the abode of all warriors who died de-
fending the Orthodox faith.

The consolidation of the Orthodox
Muscovite state also facilitated advan-
ces in religious education, the arts,
handicraits and urban construction. It
is noteworthy that more churches were
built in the 16th century than during
the preceding five hundred years. Many
Russian saints were canonized at the
Councils of 1547 and 1549. Metropolitan
Makariy of Moscow (1542-1563), one of
the Russian Church’s most outstanding
hierarchs, collected the Lives of all the
saints revered in Russia in his Velikie
Minei-Chetii, which became the favouri-
te reading of pious Russians. Under his
auspices the first printing press in Rus-
sia began operation. .

Issues relating to the arts were dis-
cussed at the Councils of 1551 and 1554.
In contrast to the largely secularized
works of the West European Renais-
sance. the truly spiritual creations of
Russia’s finest masters affirmed the im-
portance of Muscovy as a preserver of
the ancient patristic traditions. The pe-
riod witnessed not only the flowering
of iconography, church architecture and
manuscript illumination, but also of

the choral art.
Abridged. For the full text see: JMP, 1987,
No. 4, Russ. ed.

In the second hali of the 16th and
the beginning of the 17th century, at
a time when the first operas were being
composed in the West, Russian clerical
singers were creating an extraordinarily
large and varied body of works. The
Psalter, stichera and doxastica In
honour of “the saints new miracle-work-
ers who have pleased God in the land oi
Russia”, Gospel stichera, theotokia,
hymns from the Triodion, Pentecosta-
rion and other liturgical texts were set
to music in the Znamenny Chant.

In accordance with the decrees of the
Council of Hundred Chapters (1551),
choral schools were established every-
where. The schools established in Nov-
gorod and Moscow were particularly re-
nowned. Any chorister of the time had
to have an exceptional memory for
music and extensive practical experien-
ce. The neumatic, kryuk notation, as
opposed to the modern staff notation,
gives no indication of the precise pitch
or duration of notes. It served only as
a prompt to remind the singer of musical
phrasing, rhythm and the general
manner of performance.

In the process of choral instruction,
which was based on the “from mouth to
mouth”™ principle, certain elementary
handbooks were employed to make it
easier to remember the information pre-
sented by the teacher. These “neume
alphabets” were, as a rule, appended
to collections of hymns and consisted of
only a few pages. In 16th-century Rus-
sia there were no extensive theoretical
works on music akin to the detailed,
abstract treatises existing in the West.
Yet the number of neume alphabets
grew much more rapidly in comparison
to the preceding century. However, the
extraordinary development of choral
church art demanded the creation of
fundamentally new instructional hand-
books.

In the year of 7112 (1604) Monk
Khristofor of the Monastery of St. Ki-
rill of Beloe Lake, a cleric and scribe,

transcribed a hymnbook and, as was
the custom, appended a “Key to Zna-
menny Notation” which he had himself
compiled. It was a handbook summariz-
ing the whole theoretical, pedagogical
tradition of the Znamenny Chant.
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What distinguishes Monk Khristofor’s
“Key” from ordinary neume alphabets
is the exceptionally large number of in-
tonational patterns (popevka) it con-
tains, and above all the typicality of the
examples and the introduction of new
pedagogical devices. It consists of five
sections, each of which corresponds to a
particular level of instruction.

Manuscripts of choral music of the
early 17th century still belong to the pe-
riod in the evolution of Znamenny nota-
tion characterized by the absence of
pitch markings.  Monk Khristofor’s
“Key” helps today’s scholars “hear” the
old Znamenny Chant melodies and re-
discover this priceless treasure of Rus-
sian Orthodoxy.

What was the history and fate of this
unique monument of Russian musical
culture? While later works on music
theory that appeared in the second half
of the 17th century during the period of
transition to staff notation, were repro-
duced in numerous copies, their pre-
decessor, Khristofor’s “Key”, remained
in obscurity until only recently.

In the Arkheograficheskiy ezhegodnik
(Archaeographic Yearbook) for 1962 the
paleographer L. M. Kostyukhina spoke
of Khristofor as the transcriber of four
books, among them the hymn collection
containing his “Key to Znamenny No-
tation”. At about the same time the
well-known musicologist and historian
M. V. Brazhnikov began studying the
work and suggested that it be published.
Following his untimely death his stuq.
ent, G. A. Nikishov, took over the task
of preparing the work for publication,
In 1983 the “Key” was published in the
9th issue of Pamyatniki Russkogo muy-
zykalnogo iskusstva (Monuments
Russian Musical Culture).

In ancient Russ artists seldom signed
their works,

The compiler of the “Key to Znamen.
ny Notation” also did not reveal his
name. An Annotated Gospel copied out
in 1612 contains an inscription written
in the hand of the author of the “Key".
It reads that the book “was presented
by Monk Khristofor, by birth a Mus-
covile, by rank a cleric and attendant

upon the Holy Altar, who took monastic
vows at the Monastery of St. Kirill, the
Miracle Worker of Beloe Lake”. We pOs-
sess no fuller written record of Brother
Khristofor’s background and life.

There are cerfain things,
that we may surmise. '

oi

however.

In all probability he took monastic
vows at the Monastery of St. Kirill of
Beloe Lake circa 1600. We know that
at the beginning of the 17th century at
lea;t two monks named Khristofor were
re51_dir1g at the monastery, one of them
a simple monk and the other a starets
who had previously been the archi-
mandrite of the Monastery of St. Mi-
chael’s Miracle in Chonae in Moscow.
The handwriting of one scribe working
at the Mmonastery scriptorium is similar
to the handwriting of the “Key’s
author. Perhaps he was fulfilling his
obedience under Archimandrite Khristo-
for, who gave the blessing to the young
monk to set out on the monastic path
at the Monastery of St. Kirill, and then
himself withdrew from the hustle and
bustle of Moscow to the North, to the
Same monastery, where he lived out
the rest of his days in peace.

Monk Khristofor carried out his acti-
vities as a scribe with care and love.

'S penmanship, unique in its beauty,
stood out in comparison to that of con-
temporary masters of the craft.

" In 1612 Brother Khristofor composed
1e last work we know of, the Gospel
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V. LEBEDEV

Visit to the FRG -~ - - -

From November 24 to December 2, 1986, Arch-
bishop German of Berlin and Central Europe,
Patriarchal Exarch to Central Eurdpe, was on
a visit to the Federal Republic of Germany, ac-
companied by the Secretary of the Exarchate,
M. P. Aleinikov: This was the first visit of the
archpastor to the FRG since his appointment
to the Berlin See.

On his arrival in Hannover, the high guest
was welcomed at the railway station by Bishop
Longin cof Diisseldori, Prelate N. Wirwol, re-
presentative of Bishop Josef Homeyer of Hil-
desheim (Roman Catholic Church), and Di-
rector of the Catholic Bureau at the government
of Lower Saxony, Hans Dickman. Later that
day Archbishop German was received at the
Administration of the Evangelical Church in
Germany by its department presidents, W. Ham-
mer, G. Léwe and Dr. G. J. Held. The discus-
sion concerned the peace effort of the Chur-
ches and preparations for the celebration of the
Millennium of the Baptism of Russ in which
the Churches of West Germany are expected

articipate.
t()Lpaler 0[1’1 the President of the Oikoumene and
External Activities Department, Dr. G. J. Held,
gave a dinner in honour of Archbishop German
at his residence. )

On the same day Archbishop German accom-
panied by Bishop Longin and M. P. Aleinikov,
paid a visit to the Land Bishop, Dr. Edward
Lohse. During the discussion, Bishop Edward
Lohse, former President of the Evangelical
Church Council in Germany, stressed the im-
portance of mutual links between.the Russian
Orthodox Church and the Evangelical Church
i ermany.
th]} the e\.}r(ening, Archbishop German attended
an ecumenical prayer in one of the city’s Ca-
tholic churches and delivered a sermon. After
the prayer the participants were invited to a
fraternal repast at the parish house. During it
the high guest described the life of the Russian
Orthodox Church and answered questions,

During an evening service in the Catholic
church in Ehrlinghausen, conducted by Bishop
Longin, Archbishop® German delivered a ser-
mon, in which he stressed the importance of
the icon in the life of the Orthodox Christian.
He also met and tta]ked to the parishioners and

ctivists.
loc(?rﬂ pgla;\?erg:]ber 26, Archbishop German and
{hose accompanying him honoured the memory
of Soviet prisoners of war buried at the ceme-
tery in Stuckenbrock. Later that day Archbishop
German was received by the leaders of the
Evangelical Church of Westphalia and the
UIC)“IIChl'\IgEf(:LI:L"Illl:')gre‘f 97, Archbishop German had a
mee;ing in Diisseldorf with Monsignor Karl
Klinghammer. When the Diisseldorf Diocese
was established in 1971, Archbishop Aleksiy
(von der ﬁiensbfﬁggC; T 1980), who ﬂdﬂ:ll]'liSte-
red the diocese for almost a decade, resided at

his house. After that Archbishop German vi-
sited the City Hall where his name was inscri-
bed into its Golden Book of distinguished
guests, and the Ministry of Culture and Educa-
tion of North Rhine-Westphalia.

On November 28, Archbishop German paid a
visit to the Archbishop of Cologne Joseph Car-
dinal Hoffner. He was received in the Bun-
destag by its Vice-President R. Stiickle. Later
that day Vladyka German visited the Benedic-
tine St. Michael Abbey in Siegburg, had a
meeting with Metropolitan Augoustinos of Bonn
and Germany (Constantinople Patriarchate)
and paid a visit to the USSR Embassy in
Bonn.

On November 29, Saturday, Archbishop Ger-
man visited some parishes of the Diisseldorf
Diocese. In the evening he and Bishop Longin
attended All-Night Vigil in the Cologne Church
of Sts. Constantine and Helena (Moscow Pat-
riarchate) at which Father Stephan Ess offi-
ciated. At the end of the service Archbishop
German delivered an exhortation.

On November 30, the 23rd Sunday after Pen-
tecost, Archbishop German and Bishop Longin,
assisted by local clerics, concelebrated Divine
Liturgy in the Domestic Chapel of the Pro-
tecting Veil in Diisseldori and exchanged greet-
ings after the service. Later in the day the
archpastors visited the Church of the 318 Holy
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council in
Wetzlar and the Oriental Institute in Regens-
burg where they were received by its director,
Monsignor Dr. Albert Rauch,

On December 1, Archbishop German and
Bishop Longin had a meeting with Bishop Man-
fred Miiller of Regensburg (Roman Catholic
Church) and visited the Benedictine Abbey in
Niederalteich where they were welcomed by
Bishop Franz Eder of Passau with the bre-
thren. The representatives of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church made a tour of the cloister and
then attended the evening service. During a
repast offered them after the service, they ex-
changed greetings with their hosts.

On December 2, in Munich, Archbishop Ger-
man paid visits to Metropolitan Irinei of Vienna
and Austria, provisional Administrator of the
Diocese of Baden and Bavaria, Archbishop of
Munich Cardinal Friedrich Wetter (Roman Ca-
tholic Church) and Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Bavaria, Dr. Johann Han-
selman.

The fraternal meetings of Archbishop German
with the representatives of the West .German
Churches were a vivid manifestation of friend-
ship and mutual understanding existing bet-
ween these Churches and the Russian Orthodox
Church, promoting their cooperation in the ecu-
menical field and peacemaking and helping to
generate an atmosphere of confidence in rela-
tions between the peoples of our countries and
to strengthen the cause of European peace.

Yu.
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News from Theological Schools ——————oo—

INTERVIEW
of the Rector of the Moscow Theological Schools,
Archbishop Aleksandr of Dmitrov,
Chairman of the Education Committee, Given to a Correspondent
of “The Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate”

QUESTION: Your Grace Vladyka
Rector, you have been appointed Chair-
man of the Education Committee by a
decision of the Holy Synod of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church. What can you
say about this new responsible obedi-
ence placed upon you by the Supreme
Church Authority?

ANSWER: My new appointment by
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen and the
Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox
Church places upon me great responsi-
bility. The Education Committee is fac-
ing a range of problems which have to
be resolved without delay.

To begin with, there is the personnel
problem: the theological schools fail to
meet by far the need of the Church for

the clergy. Studies by correspondence
cannot be regarded as an equivalent of
full-time studies. Truly adequate train-
ing of the clergy can only be conducted
within the walls of theological schools.
Another acute problem is that of tea-
ching literature which is in short sup-
pPly. Many of the available textbooks
and manuals fail to meet our scholarly
theological and didactic standards.
Our theological schools today could
provide a tangible contribution to the
preservation  of our national cultural
her.xta_ge including church singing, icon
painting and studies of early monu-
ments. Much of what have been lost
cannot be restored (such as some an-
cient chants, for example). Considerable

Archbishop Aleksandr of Dmitrov during the intervieyw in his stud
s study
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effort is required to preserve and pass
over to the future generations our na-
tional spiritual and cultural fraditions.

QUESTION: There have been some
changes in the enrolment rules of the
theological schools of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate. What is the meaning and
purpose of these changes?

ANSWER: The main alteration in the
enrolment rules consists in the fact that
irom now on persons wishing lo enroll
in our theological schools will have to
submit recommendations from parish
priests certified by diocesan archpastors.

The training of the clergy is a matter
oi major importance for the Church
and a subject of constant concern on
the part of the Supreme Church Autho-
rity. The new recommendations proce-
dure gives the diocesan archpastors a
chance to pay closer attention to the
training of new priests, carefully study
all the questions involved and work for
their solution, exerting direct influence
upon choosing candidates for priests in
the dioceses.

Candidates should be selected from
among local parishioners and this work
has to be conducted on a permanent ba-
sis and in a purposeful way, with noth-
ing left to chance.

It is the duty of archpastors to take
care of maintaining proper religious-
ethical standards of their clergy and
see to it that they discharge their pasto-
ral duties flawlessly. The more atten-
tion the diocesan archpastor pays to
the education of the clergy, the better
oif his diocese will be.

We are hopeful that the new enrol-
ment rules will stimulate the archpas-

On September 1, 1986,
Archbishop Lazar of Ar-
gentina and South Ameri-
ca. Patriarchal Exarch to Central and
So,uth America, returned to Buenos
Aires after his pilgrimage to the Holy
Land. He was accompanied by Father
Anatoliy Egorov who came {o Argenti-
na to fulfil his pastoral obedience in the
newly-consecrated Church ~of All the
Sainis Who Shone Forth in the Land
of Russia. On September 7, following
Divine Liturgy in that church, Vladyka

Argentina
Diocese

Dioceses

tors and clergy to concentrate on se-
lecting candidates for priesthood who
combine Christian piety and flawless
morale with civic maturity and pat-
riotism. And only within the walls of
theological schools will they be able to
receive comprehensive theological edu-
cation and religious-ethical training in
preparation for their lofty ministry.

QUESTION: Can vyou say a few
words about the progress of restoration
of the Moscow theological schools fol-
lowing the calamity that befell them
last year?

ANSWER: The calamity that struck
the Moscow theological schools aroused
a cordial response on the part of the
Russian Orthodox and also in broad
public circles in this and other coun-
tries. Donations for restoration work
keep coming from various dioceses and
parishes of the Russian  Orthodox
Church and from individual believers.

These funds are used to finance the re-
storation of buildings destroyed or da-
maged by fire. We are hopeful that the
main part of the work will be com-
pleted by the Millennium of the Bap-
tism of Russ.

The Moscow theological schools are
most grateful to the Soviet Government
for the decision to turn over to them
the hospital complex located outside
the walls of the Trinity-St. Sergiy
Lavra.

The calamity caused no break in the
regular studies. This was made possib-
le by the efforts of many church orga-
nizations, the teaching staff, manage-
ment, students and ordinary believers.

Lazar presented the new rector to his
parishioners and wished him successes
in his future service. At a dinner, after
the Liturgy, the archpastor addressed
the gathering with an exhortation.

On September 11, Archbishop Lazar
visited the Argentine Ministry for Fo-
reign Affairs and Cults where he met
the new Subsecretary of Cults, Dr. Pal-
mero.

On September 13, in Lanus, 40 kilo-
metres from Buenos Aires, Archbishop
Lazar had a meeting with the child-
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land to the Russian Orthodox Church,
a reception was given which was at-
tended by the minister of the province,
Dr. Portesi, the intendant
Dr. E. Vides, Bishop Kyrillos of Arka
(Antiochene Patriarchate), Bishop Ma-
rio Serra of Mentesa (Roman Catho-
lic Church), Dr. Palmero, and repre-
sentatives of the municipality. The go-
vernor of the province, Alejandro Ar-
mendaris, sent in a congratulatory te-
legram.

On September 20, at the premises of
the Exarchate, a lecture for the youth
Wwas read on the significance of the
Church in the Christian’s life.

On September 21, the Feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Archbi-
shop Lazar celebrated Divine Liturgy in
the cathedral church in Buenos Aires.

On September 22, V]adyka Lazar
paid a visit to Cardinal Juan Carlos

ramburu,
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Archbishop Lazar, accompanied  bY
Archplrlf-ist George Sanchez, stayed ilr‘ll
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of Quilmes,

Sunday

after Pentecost, Vladyka Lazar cele-
brated Divine Liturgy in the cathedral
church in Buenos Aires.

On November 8, Archbishop Lazar
attended the concert given by the Fede-
ration of Russian Clubs on the occa-
sion of the 69th anniversary of the
Great October Socialist Revolution. The
pupils of the courses of the Russian
language at the Exarchate took part in
the concert.

On November 13, Vladyka Lazar
participated in the press conference de-
voted io the closing of “The Soviet
Union Today” exhibition mounted in
Argentina. He informed the represen-
tatives of the mass media about the
present-day status of the Russian Or-
thodox Church, about her preparations
for the celebration of the Millennium
of the Baptism of Russ.

On November 19, Archbishop Lazar
visited Mrs. Teresa Maria de Morini
who is now the director of the depart-
ment for human rights of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

On November 23, the 22nd Sunday
after Pentecost, Archbishop Lazar cele-
brated Divine Liturgy in the cathedral
church and preached on the theme of
the Gospel lesson.

On November 30, after Divine Litur-
gy in the cathedral church, Vladyka La-
zar attended the concert given by the
Methodist Church to mark the 150th
anniversary of her foundation in Ar-
gentina.

Baden

The Orthodox community
Diocese

in Konstanz was founded
not long ago, in 1985, yet
today it is widely known among the
Christian circles of that south Germany
town, situated on the shore of Baden-
see Lake. The parish unites the Ortho-
dox Russians, Greeks, Bulgarians, Ro-
manians, Serbians, and Germans. Ma-
ny of them come from the neighbour-
ing districts and even from Switzer-
land to attend the services which are
conducted in the parochial Church of
St. Procopius and sometimes, in the
Roman Catholic Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity. Every fortnight an evening
service and Divine Liturgy are conduct-
i an.
CdTII“rlleGreercTor of the church, Father Lu-
kian Grabovsky, the founder of the pa-
rish, spares no effort to acquaint the
local population with Orthodoxy. He

meets with support and understand-
ing on the part of the parishioners. Be-
fore Easter, in 1986, Father Lukian or-
ganized the reading of a series of lec-
tures at the church. Every lecture was
attended by up to 40 persons. Nearly
300 persons attended the Paschal divi-
ne service which lasted till 3 a. m.

Father Lukian Grabovsky said that
the Paschal celebrations demonstrated
what deep roots the Orthodox communi-
ty had, in spite of the fact that the pa-
rishioners came not only from Konstanz
but even from Switzerland.

The Orthodox community of St. Pro-
copius is a member of the Working So-
ciety of Christian Churches in Konstanz
and has brotherly contacts with repre-
sentatives of other confessions.

Diisseldorf

On May 23 and 24, 1986,
Diocese

Bishop Longin of Diissel-
dorf read papers on the
Russian Orthodox Church = at the con-
gress of Pax Christi International loc-
al branch, in the city of Detmold, We-
stphalia. The participants in the con-
gress (over 100 persons) visited the
cemetery in the town of Stuckenbrock,
and laid flowers on the graves of more
than 6 thousand prisoners of war and
Soviet citizens driven to forced labour
in Germany. Bishop Longin offered a
prayer for the repose of the dead and
preached a sermon emphasizing in it
the importance of prayer and practical
activities in the struggle for peace.

From June 9 to 13, Bishop Longin ac-
companied Archbishop Pitirim of Volo-
kolamsk (now Metropolitan of Voloko-
lamsk and Yuriev), Head of the Publish-
ing Department of the Moscow Patri-
archate, who came to participate in the
Christian TV week held in Mainz. On
June 12, the Feast of the Ascension of
the Lord, the two hierarchs concelebrat-
ed Divine Liturgy in the Church of the
318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecume-
nical Council in Welzlar.

From June 14 to 16, the choristers
and precentors of the choirs performing
Orthodox hymns met in the town of
Himmelstiir, at the West European
Centre of the Serbian Orthodox Church.
The meeting, attended by more than
30 participants from different regions
of the FRG and West Berlin, was head-
ed by Bishop Longin.

From June 16 to 18, Archbishop Pi-
tirim and Bishop Longin participated
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in the meeting at the Evangelical Aca-
demy of the town of Tiitzing, which dis-
cussed the idea to call the World Chri-
stian Peace Congress, voiced by a well-
known scholar, Prof. Karl Friedrich
von Weizsacker. Archbishop Pitirim
presented a report on the peacemaking
activities of the Russian Orthodox
Church.

On June 19, Bishop Longin partici-
pated in the discussion on the venera-
tion of the Mother of God in the Ro-
man Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant
Churches held in the town of Kevelaer,
Rhineland, where there is an icon of
the Mother of God deeply revered by
the believers of the Roman Catholic
Church,

In the beginning of July, Bishop
Longin attended the regional synod of
the Evangelical Church of Westphalia
in Hamm District and made a presenta-
tion on this Church’s decision to repent
before the peoples of the USSR for the
horrors of World War II and on the
reconciliation with the Soviet people.

“From July 11 to 22, in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands, Bishop Longin parti-
cipated, as a guest-observer, in the 2nd
international congress of pilgrim-prea-
chers sponsored by the Evangelical As-
sociation of Dr. Billy Graham, In the
Netherlands, Vladyka Longin had a
meeting with Archbishop Iakov of The
Hague and the Netherlands and pari-
shioners of the patriarchal churches,

From September 10 to 16, in Aachen,
Bishop Longin with his companions—
Deacon Eberhard Mammitsch and G. E.
Cybulsky, atiended the sessions of the
all-Catholic congress in the FRG. On
September 11, the Day of the Comme-
moration of the Beheading of St. John
the Baptist, Bishop Longin participated
in the discussion on the so-called Lima
Documents (Baptism, Eucharist, and
Ministry). On September 12, all the Or-
thodox observers, who took part in the
congress, attended Divine Liturgy con-
celebrated by Metropolitan  Augousti-
nos of Bonn and Germany (Constan-
tinople Patriarchate) and Bishop Lon-
gin in the Church of St. Michael the
Archangel.

On September 13, Bishop Longin par-
{icipated in the prayer at the cemetery
in Aachen, by the grave of 148 Sovie
prisoners ol war who perished during
Wworld War 11

On September 27, the Feast of the
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Exaltation of the Cross of the Lord,
Bishop Longin celebrated Divine Litur-
gy in the Church of St. John the Bap-
tist (Serbian Patriarchate) in Dort-
mund. The carved iconostasis and
icons of the church were made by the
parishioners of the Diisseldorf Diocese,
Angela Heuser, a resident of Bonn,
and Johannis Basbas, from Neuss.

That same day, 50 guests from the
Netherlands interested in Orthodox
icon-painting, arrived at the diocesan
centre of the Diisseldorf Diocese. They
got acquainted with the life of the Diis-
seldori Diocese and of the Russian Or-
thodox Church, with the traditions of
icon-painting. In the evening they at-
tended divine service in the Church of
the Protecting Veil of the Most Holy
Mother of God.

From October 13 to 15, in the town
of Kirchberg, near Stuttgart, Bishop
Longin participated in the second meet-
ing devoted to the holding of the World
Christian Peace Congress.

Perm In 1986 Protodeacon Ar-
Diocese seniy Fyodorovich Pante-
_ leimonov, of the Church of
All Saints in the town of Kungur,
Perm Region, marked his 80th birth-
day and the 60th anniversary of service
in Holy Orders,
Arseniy  Fyodorovich was born on
December 5, 1906, in the village of Bru-
syany (now Perm Region), into a tea-
c.hers family. His ancestors were
known for their piety, they participated
in the construction of churches in Kun-
gur. Father Matfei Zolotov, Arseniy
l*yoqorovich’s grandiather (his mo-
{herg father), was a priest of the An-
nunciation Cathedral of the town. It is
worthy to note that Arseniy’s parents,
during his serious illness, made a vow
mzit the boy would devote his life 10
} ‘t. service of the Church of Christ, if
1¢ recovered. Arseniy recovered....
i S‘_“J}"g religious foundations of the
lamily’s life, hig upbringing at home,
and zealous study of (he Law of God
(he was the first'in {he subject among
the pupils at school) —al| (his had pre-
r”m_'d LAI"S““"Y for ecclesiastical service:
In 1920, having finished the Kunguf
town sc_hm;l, Arseniy became a psall“’
reader m the Kungur Dormition €8
thedral Church, and in 19924—a hype”
deacon with Bishop Arkadiy (Ershov:

71938) of Kungur, Vicar of the Perm
Diocese. On November 29, 1926, Arse-
niy Fyodorovich was ordained deacon.
He assisted Vladyka Arkadiy in the
churches of the diocese. Bishop Arka-
diy’s divine services and his inspired
sermons had great importance in the
struggle against Obnovlenchestvo (Re-
novationism) which was widely spread
then.

At the end of 1942, Arseniy Fyodoro-
vich was called up to the military ser-
vice in the Red Army, which played a
role of its own in his life. As millions
of other defenders of our Motherland,
he underwent many trials during the
war. On October 23, 1943, during the
battle for the city of Dneprodzerzhinsk,
Arseniy Fyodorovich was badly wound-
ed and shell-shocked. Having lost much
blood, he lay unconsciously in the bat-
tlefield for two days until he was picked
up by our saldiers. Gangrene began,
but the Lord and physicians’ skill sa-
ved the life of Arseniy Fyodorovich. In
June 1944, he returned home from a
hospital in Baku, and was invalidated.
His service to the Motherland won him
several awards, the medals “For Mili-
tary Merits” and “For the Victory over
Germany in the Great Patriotic War of
1941-1945” among them.

As soon as his health permitted, Fa-
ther Arseniy returned to ecclesiastical
service. In 1951, with the blessing of
His Holiness Patriarch Aleksiy, he was
raised to the rank of protodeacon.

Father Arseniy loves parochial life.
His zeal and reverent attitude to divine

service won him the love and respect
of the parishioners. For his long zea-
lous service of the Church of Christ,

Protodeacon Arseniy Panteleimonov
was awarded the Order of St. Vladimir,
2nd and 3rd Class.

_Father Arseniy has recently entered
his 80s. When we reflect on~ his far
from easy life, we cannot help thinking
about man and his purpose on Earth.
The service of God and men is what
makes_the essence of Protodeacon Ar-
seniy Fyodorovich Panteleimonov’s life.
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 SBEMONS

od, Who desires our salva-
tion, wanted, because of His
mercy, to renew our nature,
which had decayed from sins,
. and that is why He actually
put on human flesh in order to direct
our steps to the true path. It grieved
the Creator to-see His image, from the
beginning placed by Him in Paradise
to be the lord of all creation, tempted,
because of the Devil's jealousy, and
fall into corruption. And the Son of
God our Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily
suffered for us, died for our sins, rose
from the dead, ascended again to Hea-
ven, and sat at the right hand of the
Father, and on Pentecost Day sent
down the Holy Spirit, like tongues of
fire, as He had promised His disciples
aiter the Resurrection: I ascend unto my
Father, and your Father; and to my
God, and your God... It is expedient
for you that I go away: for if I go not
away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart... I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you ano-
ther Comjforter, that he may abide with
you for ever; ..the Spirit of truth: . he
shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you (Jn. 20. 17; 16.7:
14. 16, 17, 26).

' Today, on the feast of Pentecost, the
Apostles received the power of the Holy
Spirit and began to speak all tongues
whatsoever the Spirit told them. Then:
setting out upon their way, they like
lightning, spread the Good News of
Christ throughout the world, teaching
and exhorting all the nations with Dij.
vine Reason—each in its own language.
Such is God's mercy towards us and
the meaning of this day.

God does not desire the death of sin-
ners, and rouses them to repentance
and conversion, for He Himself said:
They that are whole need not a physi-
cian; but they that are sick. I came not
{o call the righteous, but sinners io re-
pentance (Lk. 5. 31-32). That is why,
with such a merciful Lord, we should
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St. Kirill, Bishop of Turov

Homily on Pentecost

[n the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

not be slothful in the work of sal-
vation. Having removed from oursel-
ves all evil: envy, calumny and every
shameful thing,” with a pure cons-
cience, let us enter God’s church. In
awe and trembling let us ask God to
remit our sins and give us Eternal Life,
and worthily approach the Most Pure
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of
iy .L_ord, through which He makes us
participants in the Kingdom of Heaven:
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketl
o foag, hath eternal life (Jn. 6. 54),
and all things, whatsoever ye shall ask
'h Prayer, believing, ye shall receive
IEIMIL 21. 22). But one who receives
t_O Az CDITIIHUI'IiOH \\rithout the ‘pl.lf'iﬁca'
ltcm a repentance will be condemned to
O‘ et“t‘}la'l fire. (Wherefore whosoever shall
ia dus bread, and drink this cup of the
dar » Unworthily,... eateth and drinketh
a;-?ima'mm fo himself (1 Cor. 11. 27).)

ren a\;l'r}g heard all this let us, breth-
‘m:ist'lbe from sinfy] sleep and be

deavo:ans not only in pame, but en-
and lolr- to €amn good deeds. Humility
and Ta\}f‘ of one’s neighbour, meekness
make SUNg, cleanse the hody and soul,
up to 1}1;5 €qual to angels and raise us
caven. Be constantly charitable

an :
Chari(t:;nl‘?::ﬁlonate to all, for deeds of

U us of every sin, open 1,0
aigtgf tGates of Heaven, z};nd turn God’s
raiseg 0 Mmeekness and mercy. Mercy
Hese bufs to €aven and gi\feé us bold-

: ¢lore the Throne of God. For the

virtu :
all thgrfsrgercy will be esteemed above

t the Last ~J s 2‘ -
s ! udgement: Ble
z;{dﬂ a;fethe mercify]: for ;ghey shall ob-
have jua:"Cy (Mt. 5, 7), and, he shall
shewed Sment withoyt mercy, that hath
YEA no merey (Jas. 2. 13‘)"

An so, let :
pleasing lf‘mgsGth to accomplish deeds

: d, for such deeds al-
g);_’v 1Lil\%i[§0 bt(;l_caflled the children of God-
gl'antcdgf 1S life piously we may be
who havom}lre beneficences with all
el T}é cased God from the begin-
to Him h%‘ S 1 our Lord Jesys Christs
 Hi I.t glory now and for ever an

T and worlq without end. Amen.

On the Sunday of

Continuing her celebration of the sal-
vific Easter of God, the Church of
Christ today glorifies the feat of the
Holy Myrrhophores, as well as the
righteous Joseph of Arimathaea and
Nicodemus who served our Saviour
when His Most Pure Body was buried.

We know that before the joyful days
of the Resurrection of Christ, the Apost-
les, the Myrrhophores and all the fol-
lowers of Christ lived through days
of great sorrow, grief and lamentation.
Because, for the sake of our salvation,
the Lord Jesus Christ had drunk the
bitter cup of suffering. He endured
scourging, the crown of thorns, the
wounds from nails, and in terrible tor-
ture died on the Cross. And when the
Lord had breathed His last, one of the
soldiers with a spear pierced his side,
and forthwith came there out blood and
water (Jn. 19. 34). Thus, beloved, the
salvation of mankind was accomplished.

By the Cross stood the Mother of Je-
sus—the Most Pure Virgin Mary—and
wept bitterly. Weeping also were the
Myrrhophores who saw how their be-
loved Teacher and Lord was suffering.
The holy women also witnessed how the
righteous Joseph and Nicodemus lower-
ed the wounded Body of the Divine Suf-
ferer from the Cross and laid it in the
sepulchre (Mk. 15. 47).

The Evangelist Matthew describes
this in detail: When the even was come,
there came a rich man of Arimathaea,
named Joseph, who also himself was
Jesus’ disciple: he went fo Pilate, and
begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded the body to be delivered.
And when Joseph had taken the body,
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,
and laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had hewn out in the rock: and he
rolled a great stone to the door of the
sepu.if.‘hrl?, and departed (Mt. 27. 57-60).

In sorrow and confusion those who
had helped in and witnessed the burial
of Christ departed from Golgotha. But
hardly had day dawned on the day
after Saturday, the holy women, moved
by love for the Divine Teacher, set out
for His tomb. They went with a noble
intention—to anoint  with  fragrant
myrrh the Body of Christ, to perform

the Myrrhophores

all the last rites and pay their last res-
pects to the deceased Christ. And very
early in the morning, they hurried to
the sepulchre asking themselves: Who
shall roll us away the stone from the
door of the sepulchre? (Mk. 16. 3).
But when they arrived at the sepulchre,
they found that the stone had been rol-
led away and that the Body of Christ
was not in the cave; there was only the
shroud which had been wrapped round
the Saviour’s Body when He was
buried.

Then an Angel of the Lord appeared
to the Myrrhophores and said to them:

“Why seek ye among the dead, as He
were mortal, Him Who abideth in ever-
lasting light? Behold the grave-clothes.
Go quickly, and proclaim to the world
that the Lord is risen, and hath slain
Death.”

Hearing the good news from the
Myrrhophores, St. John the Diyvine, the
beloved disciple of the Lord, hurried to
the tomb of the Saviour. Then cometh
Simon Peter following him, and went
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen
clothes lie, .. then went in also that
other disciple, which came first to the
sepulchre, and he saw, and believed
(Jn. 20. 6, 8), that Christ had indeed
risen! The peculiar appearance of the
linen cloth—the Shroud of the Lord—
told the sensitive heart of the beloved
disciple, that it was not the theft of the
dead Body of the Divine Teacher that
had taken place, but the Resurrection
of Christ.

To Christian awareness it is fully
understandable that when the Mother
of God, the Apostles and the Myrrho-
phores saw in the Life-Bearing Tomb,
from which Christ had risen, the Holy
Shroud, stained with the Most Pure
Blood of the Lord, they, naturally, did
not leave it there in the tomb. For
whom would the Holy Shroud of Christ
be more precious than the Mother of
the Risen One? She knew that the
stains of blood on the Shroud were left
by Her Son. According to the Tradition
of the Church, to the Mother of God
belonged the joy of being the first to
hear of the Resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ; until Her glorious Dormi-
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tion the Holy Shroud of the Lord re-
mained with Her.

After the Dormition of the Mother
of God, the Shroud was reverently kept
by the Apostles of Christ and then by
their successors. They also kept and
honoured it as the greatest of shrines,
as the most precious witness of the
Crucifixion and glorious Resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy
Shroud of the Lord was guarded most
carefully by the Christians during the
times of persecution. This earliest
Christian relic was handed down from
oeneration to generation; handed down
also was the ecclesio-historical witness
of its whereabouts.

From Church Tradition we know that
Christians loved especially and greatly
revered too other great Christian shrin-
es—the Life-Giving Wood of the Cross
of the Lord, found by St. Helena, Equal
to the Apostles; the Icon of the Saviour
“Not Made with Hands” sent by Christ
Himself to the prince of Edessa, Abgar.
Particles of the Lord’s Cross and copies
of the Icon “Not Made with Hands”
were distributed throughout Christen-
dom. The Icon “Not Made with Hands”
was one of the most revered in Russia.

Equal in greatness to the Icon

“Not Made with Hands” and the Life-
Giving Cross of the Lord is the world-
famous Turin Shroud. In it, Western
Christians venerate the very same burial
linen wrapped round the Body of Jesus
Christ after it was taken down from the
Cross. Just as on the Icon “Not Made
with Hands”, it pleased Jesus Christ to
imprint His Divine Face, so too, on the
Shroud of the Lord, the Most Pure
Body was miraculously imprinted as it
lay in the tomb. Represented on the
Shroud are also the sacred wounds as
witnessed by the Holy Evangelists—the
eye-witnesses of the terrible event of
(jolgotlm. The wounds on the head,
hands and feet, and from the spear
thrust in the side of our Saviour, and
terrible marks of the scourge are all

imprinted on the Holy Shroud of Christ.

Researchers have delermined that the
image on the Turin Shroud is not-
made-with-hands, that its age is ap-
proximately two thousand years, and
{he place of origin—Palestine. All this
agrees with  the local  ccclesiastical
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tradition that the Turin Shroud is the
Shroud of the Lord. For Christians of
our times, this Shroud of the Lord ser-
ves as a new revelation. Whereas the
Gospel, known to the whole world, is
inscribed in letters, the Holy Shroud,
kept in the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist in the Italian town of Turin,
is the Glad Tidings, impressed with the
Blood and Wounds of Christ the Savi-
our.

The epitaphions which are reverently
kept in our Orthodox churches and are
brought out for veneration on certain
days remind us of the Lord’s Shroud
not-made-with-hands; we honour them
as copies of the Shroud of Christ not-
made-with-hands.

Today, during divine service, just as
on Good Friday, we again heard the
tender words of the canticle: “Dowil
from the tree the honourable Joseph
took_Tl_ly Most Pure Body and, wrapp-
Ing it in clean linen cloth with spices,
laid it in a pew tomb.” But unlike the
mournful day when we commemorate
the burial of Christ in
day we also hear the glad tidings about
the Resurrection: )

“But Thouy didst
three days, O Lord o
the great merey.” ’

The Savy
Jesus Chrj

verily rise, after
ranting the world

lour of the World, our Lord
st, suffered for us, died omn
the Cross and was buried. But by the
power of His Di\-‘inity He rose from the
glead: leaving op His Shroud miraculous
Icih])l‘mts Of H]S Divine Face and Wwolln-
bC]d Body. Let us, brothers and sisters,
coved in the Risen Christ, thank and
I[Jraiae Hle‘ Risen Christ, the Life Giver,
or all His great and rich mercies (O
111e11}1§11_1d. Let us ask Him to strengthen
our faith ang make us like the righte-
OUSI Joseph ang Nicodemus, and the
d._oly M}-‘rrh()p}mres, being glorified to-
Y. Who had  manifested inflexible
w%zlge and deep love for Christ.
Lm_&e'LIT&Bearing Sepulchre of the
Gar and the Holy Shroud of Christ
sen” ‘;i}g"‘:’? to us that “Christ is f_‘{
is indeed ri\;fn!]’sSpOnd joyously “Christ

Risen Jesys

§
Te - gouls!
Amen. resurrect our

Archbishop GEDEON

of Novosibirsk and Barnatl

the sepulchre, to-

PEAGE MOVEMENT

GHURGH FOR SOCISTY

INTERNATIONAL FORUM “FOR A NUCLEAR-WEAPONS-FREE WORLD,
FOR THE SURVIVAL OF HUMANITY"

Moscow, February 14-16, 1987

Diary of the religious section of the forum

As was reported in the previous issue
of our journal, an international forum
“For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free World,
for the Survival of Humanity” was held
in Moscow on February 14-16, 1987.
The participants worked in eight sec-
tions representing medical scientists
and physicians, natural sc1entlsts,_ b_us1-
ness circles, political experts, religious
workers, cultural figures and artists, a
group of retired generals working for
peace, and ecologists. ‘

Taking part in the work of the reli-
gious section of the forum were 215 re-
ligious figures representing Bu@dhl_sm,
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Shintoism
and Christianity in Asia, Africa, North
and South America, the Caribbean,
Eastern and Western Europe and the
Middle East. They came from a total
of 56 countries and West Berlin.

Among the participants were heads of
Churches and religious associations and
organizations, theologians and promi-
nent figures reprgsentmg different
spheres of religious life. All of them are
actively involved in serving the sacred
cause of peace. Represented at the
forum were many of the Local Orthodox
Churches, the Ancient (non-Chalcedo-
nian) Churches of the East, the Roman
Catholic Church, Anglican Churches,
many Protestant Churches and also the
World Council of Churches, the Chris-
tian Peace Conference, the World ‘gon-
ference on ReIigion”and Pegce, Pax
Christi International”, the Asian Budd-
hist Conference for Peace, the Organi-
zation of Islamic anference, the
Lutheran World Federation, the Confe-
rence of European Churches, the Ecu-
menical Forum of European Christian
Women and many other groups. "

The sessions were conducted at the
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Conference Centre of the Moscow Cen-
tre for International Trade.

The discussions in the religious sec-
tion of the forum were opened by
Sheikh-ul-Islam Allakhshukyur Pasha-
zade, Chairman of the Muslim Religious
Board for Transcaucasia and member of
the Initiative Group of the forum, who
made a brief statement.

He invited the participants to a com-
mon silent prayer and then proposed
that Metropolitan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy
and Kolomna, member of the Initiative
Group, be elected chairman of the reli-
glous section. The motion was carried
by a unanimous vote,

Having thanked the participants,
Metropolitan Yuvenaliy opened the pro-
ceedings and took the floor for an opern-
ing speech.

After that the participants adopted the
section’s agenda and procedure. They
elected as secretary of the religious
section the Ven. Thich Minch Chau,
Vice-Chairman and General Secretary
of the Vietnam Buddhist Sangha.

It was decided that the discussion
would be conducted in three groups.
Elected co-chairmen of discussion
group 1 were Bishop Dr. Karoly Toth,
President of the Christian Peace Con-
ferenice  (Hungary) and Abdullah Mu-
hammad Ahmad Hassan, Secretary for
Foreign Relations of the Al-Umma
Party, Sudan; elected co-chairmen of
discussion  group 2 were the Ven.
Kushok Bakula Rimpoche, Supreme
Lama of Ladakh, India, President of
the ABCP Indian National Centre, and
Dr. William P. Thompson, Associate

Secretary-General of the World Con-
ference on Religion and Peace, USA;
elected co-chairman of discussion group
3 were Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Keftaro,
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Briefing for newsmen on February 15, 1987, cond . i
of Krutitsy and Kolomna. From left to right. ﬁlé‘lbbt;ct;(]i_thy Metropolitan Yuvenaliy

Toth, Metropolitan Yuvenaliy, Canon Kenyon Wr

hur Schnejer, Bishop Karoly

Paha-zade ight, Sheikh-ul-Islam Allakhshukyur

Supreme Muiti of Syria, and the Rev.
Canon Kenyon Wright, General Secret-
ary of the Scottish Churches Coun-
cil.

The following participants were elect-
ed to the commission on the prepara-
tion of the final document of the sec-
tion: the chairman of the commission—
the Rev. Dr. Richard Andriamanjato
(Madagascar), Vice-President of the
CPC and member of the Working Presi-
dium of the World Conference of 1982;
members of the Commission—Metropo-
litan Antonie of Transylvania, the Ro-
manian Orthodox Church; Sheikh Ahg-
mad Zabarah, Supreme Mufti of the
Yemen Arab Republic; Dominican Frej
Betto, theologian and publicist (Roman
Catholic  Church, Brazil); the Ven.
Thich Minch Chau, Vice-Chairman and
General Secretary of the Vietnam Budd-
hist Sangha; Bishop Dr. Paavo Kor-
{ckangas of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Finland; Dr. Alired Schoener,
Chief Rabbi of Hungary; Dr. Dwain
C. Epps, Assistant General Secretary
jor International Affairs of the Nation-
al Council of the Churches of Christ in
the UUSA; secretary of the commission—
Dr. Aleksei Buevsky, Executive Secret-
ary ol the Depariment of FExternal
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Church Relations of the Moscow Pat-
riarchate,

Alter that six reports were presented,
;mde from each of the religions represen-
T.{lfl at the forum: from Islam—by
Ge Ven. Said Sharif Uddin Pirzada,

feneral Secretary of the Organization
{l;' _lhe Islamic Conference, Saudi Ara-
Sla, frprn the Judaists—by Rabbi Arthur

chneir, President of the Appeal of
f:l?nsmence Foundation, USA (he was
avsent because of the Sabbath prayer
;md the report was read out by Pro-
SPE‘GSbyter Dr. Milton Efthimiou, the
S(Eut:k Archdiocese of the North an

uth AlTéerlcaS}: from the Hinduistz-—*

reral o Swami Hiranmayananda,
?i;?]erfl Secretary of Ran1al<ris¥1na Mis-
Rev, Ahdia; from’ the Shintoists—by the
the '}(005]1_“0 Miyake, Senior Minister of
dent ofnt\;)-Kyo Church of Izuo, Presi-
gion dm World Conference on Reli-
ﬁi‘;te,_a% Peac?‘ Japan; from the Budt_i'

Toes y the Ven. Dy, Mapalagama Wi-
pi{i asara Therg, President of the Sri
}j,imka_Buddhist Congress, Vice-Presi-
l'cjrmpm fa Asian Buddhis{ Conference
WI,@.ace, _Cxeneral Secretary of the
J{_:H\d Bodhj Society; from the Chris=
-cans—by Metropolitan Dr, paulos Mar
~regonios of Delhi and the North, the.

Malankar Orthodox Syrian Church, In-
_dia, President of the World Council of
_Churches, Vice-President of the Chris-
tian Peace Coniference, member of the
Working Presidium of the World Con-
ference.

After the session there was a brief-
ing for Soviet and foreign newsmen
conducted by the Head of the Publish-
ing Department of the Moscow Patriar-
chate, Metropolitan Pitirim of Voloko-
lamsk and Yuriev. Speakers included
Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios;
Sheikh Ghulam Sarwar Manzoor, Chair-
man of the Supreme Council of Ulems
of Afghanistan; the Rev. Dr. Knud Wum-
pelman, General Secretary of the Euro-
pean Baptist Federation (Denmark);
Dominican Frei Betto, and the Rev.
Toshio Miyake. They pointed out that
the forum discussions were taking place
in a frank and businesslike atmosphere.
They said it was important that key
problems of our time were being discus-
sed simultaneously by writers and scien-
tists, sociologists and religious workers,
representatives of the business commun-
ity and retired army officers. It was
stressed that the peace-loving interna-
tional public had to act without delay
lo save the planet from nuclear annihi-
lation.

On Sunday, February 15, the partici-

pants of the religious section were in-
vited to attend Orthodox Divine Liturgy
in the Trinity Cathedral of the Moscow
Monastery of St. Daniel. The Liturgy
was celebrated by Metropolitan Filaret
of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal Exarch
to the Ukraine, Chairman of the CPC
Continuation Committee.

On the same day Divine Liturgy was
celebrated by Archbishop Alimpiy of
Moscow and All Russia (Old Believers)
in the Church of the Protecting Veil of
the Mother of God at the Rogozhskoe
Cemetery in Moscow. Divine Liturgy in
the Church of the Novozybkov Old Be-
lievers Community at the Rogozhskoe
Cemetery was attended by Archbishop
Gennadiy of Novozybkov, Moscow and
All Russia.

A service of worship at the Moscow
temple of the Armenian Apostolic
Church was attended by His Holiness
Vasken 1, the Supreme” Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians, who deliv-
ered a sermon.

The Catholic participants in the fo-
rum attended a morning Mass in the
Mc;\sco“-' Church of St. Louis.

service of worship in
house of the A]I~Uni0np Courtilé?l g¥a¥§g
Fvangelical Christians-Baptists was led
by the Council’s Chairman, V. E. Logvi-
nenko. It was attended by a group of

Partici in the religious section uf' the forum at Divine Liturgy in the Trinity
Brticlimats 30 Cat!ledraglr of the St. Daniel Monastery, February 15, 1987 *

g
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participants in the religious section of
the forum.

The Buddhist, Judaist and Muslim
religious centres arranged special pro-
grammes for the coreligionist forum
participants on February 13, 14 and 15.

On February 15, His Holiness Pat-
riarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia
gave a reception in honour of the reli-
gious section participants.

His Holiness addressed his guests
with a speech of greeting (see JMP,
1987, No. 4, p. 30). Speeches in res-
ponse were made by His Holiness Vas-
ken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholi-
cos of All Armenians; Dr. Sheikh Has-
san Haled, Supreme Mufti of Lebanon;
His Holiness and Beatitude Iliya II,
Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia;
Dr. Neal C. Wilson, President of the
General Conierence of the Seventh-Day
Adventists, USA; His Holiness Pat-
riarch Maksim of Bulgaria; Dr. Ale-
xander Haraszti, personal representa-
tive of Dr. Billy Graham, USA; Bishop
Dr. Horst Gienke, representative of the
Union of Evangelical Churches in the
GDR, and Rabbi Arthur Schneier, USA.

In the evening, there was the final
plenary session of the religious section
of the forum.

It was opened by Metropolitan Yuve-
naliy who reported on the composition
of the religious section. He was follow-
ed by Bishop Dr. Karoly Toth, Dr. Wil-
liam Thompson and the Rev. Canon
Kenyon Wright who presented reports
on the results of deliberations in the
three discussion groups. After that the
Rev. Dr. Richard Andriamajato made a
report on the work of the drafting com-
mission and submitied to the particip-
ants a draft of the “Appeal to Joint
Efforts” addressed to believers through-
out the world, to all people of good will
and leaders of the nations.

The final document of the religious
section was adopted unanimously (see
JMP, 1987, No. 4, p. 31).

The closing speech was delivered by
the section chairman, Metropolitan
Yuyenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna.

After the session Metropolitan Yuve-
naliy conducted a briefing for Soviet
and foreign newsmen on the results of
the deliberations of the religious sec-
tion. Other speakers included Rabbi Art-
hur Schneier, Bishop Karoly Toth, the
Rev. Canon Kenyon Wright and Sheikh-
ul-Islam Allakhshukyur Pasha-zade.
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On Monday, February 16, there was
a plenary session of all the Moscow
forum participants at the Grand Krem-
lin Palace. It opened at 11 a.m. and
included reports on the work accomp-
lished by representatives of all the eight
sections.
_A report on the work of the religious
Section was made by Metropolitan Pau-
Jos Mar Gregorios. He then presente
the final document and a medal will
the emblem of the jorum to Mikhail
Sergeyevich Gorbachev who was present
-at the session. .

The General Secretary of the CcPSU
Central Committee addressed the forum
participants. His speech received an €n-
thusiastic response.

Later in the day there was a big
reception at the Kremlin Palace of Con-
gresses in honour of the forum particl-
pants. Among the guests was His Holi:
ness Patriarch Pimen of Moscow a0
All Russia.

During the function M. S. GorbacheV
and other Soviet leaders had informa
discussions ang exchanged opinion®
with forum participants.

.0“ February 16 in the evening, ther¢
Was a press conference at the Press
centre of the USSR Ministry O
FOTGlgn Affairs on the outcome Of the
International FDrU.ITl “For a Nucleaf'
Weapons-Free World, for the Survivd
of Humanity”. It wag shown on Sovie
television. Among the speakers at the
ﬂl‘ess conference was the chairman of
r;e F]<_311g1ous section of the forum, Met&
Kplo an  Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy aP

00mna. He described the deliberation®
and replied to correspondents’ question®:

. On Tuesday, February 17, particiP”
ants in the religious section were I'€
Ceived in the Kremlin by the First
thip”&é President of the Presidium ¢
michey. 11 Supreme Soviet, P. N Dﬂ_
ducteq 4€Y spoke of the work €O
pocied during the forum by religiol
'8Ures from various countries and €0

veyed to P, N : ) Joct-
ment of the SQICE;TIChev the final

On the same aclh
_ ay a group of parltl
?ﬂis In the re]igiousg selt]::tion of the
I?r-“”? Visited the embassies of Or¢?
ihrxn?sz the People’s Republic of Chind:
ve;'cdﬂ[ltecé States and France and (I:Oﬂr
g ca
powers thélﬂomats of the four nuc %

ir fin: " “«Apped
o Joint Efforts’l‘?d! document, “ApP

'.\

Greetings to the Forum

The greetings addressed to the forum
were received from the Rev. Dr. Emilio
Castro, General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches; Dr.” Gerald Got-
ting, Chairman of the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (GDR), the Rev. Dr. Billy
Graham,

Dr. E. Castro in his greeling says,
among other things: :

“At this time the Churches who are
in the fellowship of the World Council
of Churches look with great anticipa-
tion to the positive role the Russian
Orthodox Church and other Churches in
Russia are playing in the whole area
of nuclear disarmament. It is with joy
and hope that the World Council of
Churches welcomes the holding of the
forum on nuclear disarmament, and
prays that its deliberations and actions
will help to realize what the WCC has
asked of the two superpowers: to decla-
re a moratorium on nuclear tests as a
provisional measure that would enable
negotiations towards a comprehensive
test ban treaty; to negotiate agreements
on substantial reduction of strategic
weapons and elimination of medium-
range missiles with a definite time-
table; to take all necessary steps to pre-
vent the development of space weapons
and to strengthen the terms of the Anti-
Ballistic Missiles Treaty.

“The WCC notes with great approval
the willingness of the government of
the USSR to follow such a policy.”

“Nuclear armaments control, preven-
tion of nuclear war is the aim of your
meeting,” Dr. Gerald Gotting stresses
in his greeting. “This aim 1s actively
supported and welcomed by Christian
Democrats in the GDR. ‘

“The nations of the socialist communi-
ty are guided by the conviction that
everything, which has been achieved
during the years of detente, should be
preserved and developed. Reason and
realism, discretion and stability must
again have the upper hand in inter-state
relations. There is no reasonable alter-
native for the policy of peaceful co-exis-
tence of states with different social sys-
tems. That is why we,'Cl]nstlanl Demo-
crats, support any initiative which may
help to normalize relations between
East and West, and to lead the world to

detente.”
An American preacher, the Rev. Dr.

Billy Graham, notes in his greeting:
“The Soviet Union is, in fact, an excel-
lent example of the important part reli-
gious people can play in great issues,
even in a society which has a non-reli-
gious outlook. I recall that during the

Great Patriotic War the Russian Ortho-
dox Church and the All-Union Council
of the Evangelical Christians-Baptists
of the USSR were a major force for
patriotism and national unity, calling
upon all citizens to stand up against
Nazi aggression. And the struggle for
survival is in some ways just as intense
today, as we face the dangers of a nu-
clear catastrophe that could destroy all
civilization. By including religious and
non-religious circles in this forum, you
are underlining the fact that all ele-
ments of society must cooperate if we
are to arrive at solutions to the complex
problems we face today.

“I take heart in the fact that both Pre-
sident Reagan and General Secretary
Gorbachev have affirmed their common
commitment to significant arms reduc-
tions. The two great super-powers bear
responsibility for the fate of the world,
and the religious groups, along with
other civic and political circles within
those nations therefore bear a special
responsibility and capacity to make
their opinion felt by their respective
governments.

“Our responsibility does not come
simply from a desire for survival and
seli-preservation. It comes from our
deep conviction that life has been given
to us by God, and is therefore sacred.

Let us therefore urge our fellow belie-
vers to work and pray for peace. Let us
also recommit ourselves to the preaching
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for we
know that the ultimate problem facing
humanity is the problem of human
heart. But only Christ can change the
human heart, as individuals turn to

Him in repentance and faith. The most
important thing we can do as believers,
therefore, is to bear witness to the truth
of the Gospel, by word and deed. May
we be faithful in doing God’s will, and
in serving our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace. He alone can bring
lasting peace—peace between God and
man, peace in our hearts, and peace
between men and nations.”
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Opening Speech
Delivered by Metropolitan YUVENALIY of Krutitsy and Kolomna

It seems to me that now is the best moment
to elaborate our thoughts and motives, stated
briefly in the telegraphic invitations, by which
we were guided in organizing this forum.

We may state without exageration that the
world is on the verge of human history. The
threat of a nuclear holocaust obliges religious
leaders to direct their creative activity imme-
diately to the sphere of peacemaking, by inter-
preting in a new way, from the point of view
of morality and theology, the realily of our
age. It is essential to awaken in each man a
sense of responsibility for the fate of every-
thing living on Earth.

The establishment of peace is becoming the
common task of mankind. Intense work is being
carried on by state administrations. Various
public organizations, including the religious,
are intensifying their search for ways to avert
nuclear catastrophe, and taking action to Sup-
port in various ways peace initiatives,

However, the situation is paradoxical: despi-
te the growth of peacemaking activities, the
danger of humanity falling into the abyss of
nuclear catastrophe is increasing. It is becom-
ing ever more difficult to point out the way
out of the speedily worsening tension in in.

ternational relations.

The year 1986, by the will of the UN mem.-
ber states, was proclaimed the International
Year ol Peace, which imposes a high responsi-
bility. This decision, made by the members of
the international community, reflected the com-
mon alarm of all nations for their destiny on
Earth.

Even before the Year of Peace, in November
1985, in Geneva, the leaders of the USSR and
the USA recorded jointly in the adopted docn-
ment that a nuclear war should never be un-
leashed because in it there cannol be any vie-
tors. It was a hope-inspiring occasion. The
world expected concrete plans and practical
steps to be taken to curb the nuclear arms race.

It would have been natural {o take them in
{he International Year of Peace.

On January 15, 1986, the Soviel Union pro-
posed the programme of a non-nuclear world
1t advanced realistic initiatives for eliminaiing
nuclear. chemical, and other types of weapons
oi mass annihilation, by the end of this cen-
fury.

The Russian Orthodox Church in her Message
on War and Peace in a Nuclear Age, adupiéd
exactly a vyear ago, characterized the regular
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peace effort of tphe Sov

“Thi iet Government thus:
o IS I well-grounded scientificallys

lt:fbued With a high moral sense and intended
relactl;zile 4 new moral climate in international
state > @ mew political {hinking whereby
executives wil] pe acufely aware of their
;zi‘pglnﬁhihty for the destiny of the world, to
stazt!eslihn;nd qeepe“ trust in relations betweel}
of enmit nations, to overcome the stereotypes
with diffy And confrontation between states
Christia ering  spcjal systems” (2, 37). F?r
time w;:;' the - saiq programme coincides 111
S the forthcoming great jubilcc——-i_he
we are sluT, of the Nativity of Christ, which
the embog-l\ Mg to mark with good deeds and
gretlah] I_Inen.t of bright ideas of peace. Re-
those n{‘ ln did not meey with the suppori. of
should hlcrear states which, in my opiniof
question ‘“f_f\bcen the first to do so. A lawful
pOS;:d 4 atr;laes: Why have they not so f-dt pr.o;
initiativess € Wworld alternatives to the Sovie
In- Reykjavik,
backeq by Propos
vancing the curbi
Although tpe |
practicg] re
the Meetin

the Soviet programme Wwas
als directed at decidedly ad
ng of the nuclear arms racé

0pe that Reykjavik would bring
stlts w %

sibility of . e fact {hat humanity saw the pos
passe. real way out of the nuclear iM"

So?ilerfuil:;?t 1986 there was silence in t1’191
— ngllgrounds, Expecting rccipl'_UCd
the unilaterys . Union  extended five times

eral moratoriym on nuclear tests, first

declared op Aug e
5 ) : <
the Uniteq UBUSt 6, 1985, what prevent ?

T w;iatles of America to redprocai;l

49 dgo, (here Was a i | i
15 7 § a nuclear test in
USA, the 25th since th

e Soviel moratorium ha

been introduced. This test roused a storm of
indignation in the whole world and crushed
humanity's hopes of the start of nuclear disar-
mament in the current period.

The past year was also marked by the Delhi
Declaration in which the important elements
of the new political thinking and inter-state
relations in a nuclear age are formulated. “The
world we have inherited,” it says, “belongs to
present and future generations, and this de-
mands that priority be given to universally
accepted human values.” What is meani here
are values common to all people, regardless of
their religious, national, ideological, class or
state affiliation.

All the same, the Year of Peace did not
bring a single really peaceful day. As formerly
blood flowed, violence prevailed, and the rights
of individual men and whole nations were
flouted, and aggressive and {erroristic acts
performed. Various peace initiatives, which
found positive response on the part of the ma-
jority of UN member states, were, as a rule,
opposed by one and the same small group of
countries. The burden of military expenditure
has become even heavier, and the arms race
has neared a new stage, threatening to spread
to outer space. If the nuclear weapons enter
space, for example through the implementation
of the SDI programme, the arms race will as-
sume a nature so sinister that.its fatal conse-
quences, in my opinion, will be inevitable.

Thus the time we are living in may be cha-
racterized as a period of sharp crisis, calling
for immediate action. Proceeding from a situa-
tion which gives rise to sueh apprehensions,
what should we religious workers do? What
lesson can we derive from the past year?
Should we, as formerly, pul group, national,
ideological or other interests, .ahove those of
all humanity, or should we direct our efforts
to implementing ideals of global ethics in this
nuclear age when everything alive is being
threatened? ) )

The Year of Peace, its hopes and disappoint-
ments, showed clearly that for humanity to
stay alive and enter its third millennium wi-
thout nuclear weapons, into an age of peace,
it is necessary to act, moreover, z?cl all toge-
ther, not only politicians,_but 0rd1.nar3.( people
too, representatives of SOCI.EII.O.l‘g‘dIIIZEilIOIlS, be-
lievers and non-believers, religious leaders and
physicians, scientists and professmr‘ials, lawyers
and workers, housewives and pensioners.

Each of us could list the important conferen-
ces, meetings, assemblies, peace mz.!rch'es, and
so on, in which his religious organization h?ld
taken part recently. In every corner Uf't?
different languages, and by various

w ,in .
grld, it The Russian

rites, prayers for peace were said.

Orthodox Church participated in numerous in-
ter-Christian, inter-religious and generally hu-
manistic activities to avert nuclear catastrophe.
Much could be said too of other Churches and
religious associations in the Soviet Union,
which held, with unabated energy, international
religious conferences and sacrificially devoted
their efforts to the cause of peace, by partici-
pating in various activities for peace. When,
at one of the meetings of Soviet scientists held
last year, the idea was voiced of consolidating
the numerous peace forces on a world scale, it
was natural for religious circles in our country
to uphold it. Widely known is the international
activily of physicians, scientists, and represen-
tatives of different professions, who are speak-
ing out to avert nuclear catastrophe. Religious
circles have also gained rich experience in such
activities in the last decades.

In our country, back in 1952, the firsi peace
conference was held of all Churches and reli-
gious associations in the USSR at the Trinity-
St. Sergiy Lavra. I, personally, directed the
preparations for and conducting of the World
Conference: “Religious Workers for Lasting
Peace, Disarmament and Just Relations Among
Nations”, which {ook place in 1977. It was then
that 1 gained the favourable experience which
convinced me that among adherents of diffe-
rent religions there are no barriers to coopera-
tion in the cause of serving divided humanity
and- for joint action with all men of goodwill
to secure peace on Earth. The following ten
years have convinced me further of this.

Speaking of efforts for the cause of peace,
it should be honestly noted that, unfortunately,
very often the forums, conferences, and con-
gresses, which adopt politically strong resolu-
tions, remain unheeded. Many governments are
continuing the line of policy condemned by
millions of people. What is the matter? Appa-
rently, there is not enough active translation
into life of the results of these meetings. Often
there is an absence of proper coordination of
peace forces, lacking full unity of action so
necessary today. It is evident that not one na-
tion wants war. Whereas, not long ago, it was
considered that one’s own security could be
guaranteed by accumulating strength and pro-
ducing new types of weapons, lately the con-
viction is growing more and more that it can
be guaranteed only in conditions of security
of all the others. The time has come when in
the foreground of international policy humani-
ty's common issues must be placed. An exam-
ple of this approach is the unilateral morato-
rium on nuclear tests in the Soviet Union,
which, undoubiedly, could be detrimental to the
defence potential of the country, but it opened
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up perspectives for the general banning of
nuclear arms tests.

The question now is: what should be done
today to make statesmen and all sections of
the public conscious of their responsibility in
this nuclear age® The answers may be diffe-
rent. The present forum contemplates the di-
scussion of different viewpoints on this issue.

We the initiators of the forum, do not have
ready-made schemes and recipes which could
be offered to you to implement the age-old
dream of mankind—to establish lasting peace
on Earth. We must find ways here in joint
discussion and consider how to achieve this
goal.

1 am sure these concerns are close to all of
you and that is why you accepted our invita-
tion to attend the forum. Warmly and cordially
I thank you for undertaking the work which is
part of your devoted service to the cause of
peace. :

Before we commence our work, permit me to
speak of the nature and structure of our forum,
Up till now we have not come up against the
form of work offered by its initiators. Initiati-
ves and ideas capable of curbing madness and
pointing out the way to the triumph of reason
are expected of you envoys of millions upon
millions of people within these two or three
days, a very limited time indeed. You will
agree, 1 believe, that this forum is not an ex-
clusive concern of only some of us or certain
individual groups. Responsibility rests with all
and each of us, and all together we must begin
to act immediately. In the language of the
ancient Bible preacher, the time has come fo
plant... to heal.. to get.. fo speak.. and q time
of peace (Eccles. 3. 2-8).

The religious representatives in the initiative
group of the forum—Sheikh-ul-Isalm Pasha-
zade, Chairman of the Muslim Religious Board
for Transcaucasia, and your humble servant,
in close contact with Churches and religious
associations in the Soviet Union have prepared
carefully the work of our religious section.
We thought of excluding from it all formality
and avoid cliches which hinder businesslike ang
sincere dialogue. The traditional formality of
electing an honorary presidium is dispensed
with. Excluded are the protocol greelings,
| would only like to propose electing directors
of discussions who can see to it that you are
ensured conditions for a lively, frank and fruit-
ful dialogue. _

perhaps everybody finds it unusual that the
forum work began immediately by professions
and not at a general plenary meeting. Howe-
ror, it gives us a chance to start discussing at
; e the possible religious contribution to the
?Zzse of peace at the given stage of human
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history and to uniting our efforts in this
sacred cause with many groups and personali-
ties of different professions.

It seems to me that for us it is not so much
important {o expound to each other what has
already been done, as to advance proposals of
how to make our peacemaking more effective,
so that it may become a real and tangible
force against evil, violence and nuclear threat.

Above all we must avoid at the forum the
danger of placidity with which we happily
adopt fine resolutions and documents and re-
turn with clear consciences to our everyday
labour forgetting the decisions made and pre-
paring for new conferences. The most valuable
results would be unceasing witness after the
forum to the whole world of our concern, the
obligation to remain constantly together, and
furthermore, determination to find ways of
uniting round ourselves more religious forces
stretching hands to each other, and all men of
goodwill, for cooperation and joint action.

‘At our first plenary session, after the orga-
Mzational questions have been dealt with, it
s proposed that a report be made by one per-
son from each religion represented here. After
luncheon we could begin discussing the princi-
pal themes of {pe forum divided in three
groups and start the dialogue with each other.

In your folios there is a list of questions
‘-‘v’hvlt?l might stimulate brotherly exchange of
opinions during our work. 1y js desirable that
at group meetings there be no long speeches,
bui': rather a fively ang sincere exchange of
opitions. The results: of g5 work will be sum-
med up by the chairmen of the groups tomor-
row, at the end of the day.

We could dray UP a document stating our
Programme of actipn W

o T which will lead the W(_)f]d
. non-nuclear gge | beg you to consider
r‘ts Stiant during your work in groups. We
::Sll,dt sel up an editorial commission to for-
- ;e the gathereq ideas; it could present 10
db 1€ results of the work in the form of a
SE;:;::?‘H[ tomorrow, at the evening plenary

U‘)ln:lff]ils\'?ﬁﬂiis docunt:ent, which will be emo-
i "M, appealing to the religious con-
and to ?Il men, should be really short
P . 2 sn o
mankilnd_ In { i's tic;';‘m'\if :;EEZS f,?i?::f the
;utgnimn of all the people on the planet more
casily. We must consider how this appeal, mak-
Mg use of varjgyg forms of prt:Jpagatioﬂ. can
bring pressure {q bear on government circles
and draw nearer the time of blessed peace.

We are meetin e
124 tOda m rIe
Presenting the ¥ under the emble

: ; globe as it is seen from space-
\:‘lf&wed lllfif.! that it reveals no political, ideolo-
glcal, religious, angq other human barriers an

and to the poin
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THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM
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Plenary session of the religious

section

From leit to right:
Archimandrite Gavriil,
dean of the Bulgarian
Church metochion in
Moscow; Metropolitan
Pankratiy of Stara
Zagora; Metropolitan
Irinei of Vienna and
Austria;  Metropolitan
Vladimir of Rostov
and Novocherkassk,
Patriarchal Exarch to
Western Europe.

Buddhists participants

in the forum. First

from left:  Bandido

Khambo Lama J. J.

Erdyneyev, head of

Buddhists in the
USSR

From left tfo right:
the Rev. Dr. R. And
riamanjato, Catho-
licos-Patriarch of All
Georgia, lliya I,
Metropolitan = Filaret
of  Minsk, Metropo-
litan Aleksiy of Le-
ningrad,
Patriarch Maksim of
Bulgaria, Metropolitan
Filaret of Kiev, Sup-
reme Patriarch and
Catholicos  of  All
Armenians, Vasken I,
Metropolitan Sergiy
of Odessa, Supreme
Mufty of Syria,
Sheikh A. Keftaro

From right to leil:
Sheikh A. Zabara, the
Supreme Mufti of the
Yemen Arab Republic;
Mufti Sh. Babakhanov,
Head of the Muslim
Religious Board for
Central Asia and Ka-
zakhstan; Sheikh
G. Abdullaev, Deputy
Head of the Board

From right 1o left:
Archbishop Grigorios and
Archbishop Makarios

( Ethiopian Church)

From right 1o left: Mufti
M. Gekkiev, Head of the
Muslim  Religious Board
for the Central Caucasus;
Sheikh Abdul Hamid al-
Saleh, President of the
Palestine National Coun-
cil; Sheikh A. Keftaro,
the Supreme Mufti
of Syria
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Forum participants  ({rom el
to right) the Supreme Lama of
Ladakh, Kushok Bakula,
President of the ABCP Indian
National Centre, and its General
Secretary  Mr. Daljit S. Adel,
peing interviewed by newsmen

puring an intermission. [

jeit  to right  Canon Oliver
MacTernan of the “Pax Christi
[nternational™, Archbishop

W Makhulu  of  the Anglican
(‘Iilll'Ci‘ in Botswana and
'\Ircllpr'{csl Viktor Petlyuchenkao

At the reception given
by His Holiness Pat-
riarch Pimen. On the

left: Metropolitan
Sergiy of Odessa and
Kherson; on the

extreme right: Archi-

mandrite  llarion of

the Penteli Monastery,
Greece
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Archbishop Gennidg
of Novozybkov, Mo
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Metropolitan Gre%’h-
rios of Aleppo, Ar 42
priest Boris Udoven
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russia and the CPC President, Bishop Dr.
Karoly Toth

Mr.  Bena-Silu  of the
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The delegation of theological
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boundaries. We see it as a single home of the
whole family of nations—a beautiful, small and
fragile home, which is threatened, at every ho.ur
and minute, with a holocaust in which all its
inhabitants will be destroyed. Deep anxiety f?r
its fate demands from us, firmly trusting in
God's help, to pray fervently for peace and,
while calling all our believers to this prayer,
before it is too late, to do every-
thing in our power to deliver humanity from
the constant fear of destruction in a nuclear
war and of the annihilation of life itseli on
Earth. The thoughts, which {he emblem rouses,
make us religious men kindred _and drfaw us
closer together with all of mankind. This em-
blem could be present at our future forums,
meetings and gatherings in the course I(()if ;2:
struggle for a 11ucleaft-weapons-free world,

= i humanity-
tl‘-g:::_li;\;\’il;leosi hours, men of differ(?nt pric';tf.es-
sions, calling and service— e:fperts ln]pm;zsa
physicians, businessmen, suf.:ntlSiS. S'Chctjha{s i
artists—have started their dialogue in Iheir £ t
tions, within the framework of the forrum, j}lse
as we are doing. In two days, when “‘:1 ?g;‘:ﬁ
at a decision, formulate our thoughts and 1 ;

immediately,

Address by
General Secre

we shall gather together with the other partici-
pants in the forum in order to coordinate the
results of our work and begin here in Moscow
our joint action, regardless of differences in
professions, political convictions and religious
beliefs. On that day, February 16, as we have
informed you, there will be a meeling. in the
Kremlin with Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev
whose name is connected with new large-scale
peace initiatives and proposals, including the
unilateral action capable of limiting the arms
race and opening a new epoch of peace for all
mankind. I believe it will be a timely meeting,
because in our age people need not only dialo-
gue with each other, but dialogue with leaders
of states, especially of nuclear powers, on
whom the fate of the world depends.

I firmly believe that out present forum, tak-
ing account of the former experience of all of
us and the bitter disappointments of the recent
period, will be able, with God's help, to point
out the shortest path to effective joint action
to achieve a non-nuclear peace and the survi-
val of humanity. .

With these thoughts I invite you to open our
session.

His Excellency Sayd Sharafuddin Pirzada,
tary of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference (Muslim, Saudi Arabia)
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wers or among the members of the nuclear
club. The concept of a limited nuclear exchange
adds a new element of uncertainty into the si-
tuation since it is impossible to predict that
such an exchange, once begun, would remain
limited.

It is universally acknowledged that the eli-
mination of nuclear weapons is a desirable
goal. However, this goal may well become
beyond reach if serious and immediate measu-
res are not taken to reverse the trends that
have been evident in recent years. The objective
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of a non-nuclear world has remained unat-
tainable because of the deep mutual suspicions
that exist among nuclear powers and in parti-
cular between the two superpowers.

The suspicions, apprehensions and fears that
provide the fuel for the continuation of the
arms race can only be overcome through agreed
international measures of confidence-building
including inspection and proper verification, The
advances in science and technology have cer-
tainly made wverification an achievable goal.
But perhaps more important than the technical
aspects of verification is the political will re-
quired to undertake bold and innovative deci-
sions to dismantle and destroy nuclear weapons
and free the world from the threat of a nulcear
holocaust.

The United Nations has tried for many years
to develop a credible and comprehensive prog-
ramme of nuclear disarmament which would be
acceptable and implementable. However, there
has not been any decrease in nuclear arsenals
or even an agreement to that effect.

It is apparent that the primary responsibility
for disarmament in the nuclear field rests with
those countries which have acquired nuclear ar-
senals. Unless they can demonstrate their de-
termination to eliminate nuclear weapons, they
cannot with any conviction preach to the rest
of the world the necessity {o resist the tempta-
tion of acquiring nuclear weapons.

The theory of nuclear deterrence is fragile,
It is possible for nuclear weapon states to
achieve a technological breakthrough either
through defensive shields making them immune
from nuclear attacks or through acquisition of
such preponderance in offensive weapons which
would enable them {o coerce others into sub-
mission. or to launch a first strike. The result
in both cases would be disastrous.

We note with appreciation the recent propo-
sals by the Soviet Union to eliminate all nuc-
lear arsenals by the vear 2000. As an earnest
of its sincerity the Soviet Union has placed a
unilateral moratorium on nuclear tests. Unfor-
{unately, this gesture has not been reciprocated
by other nuclear powers which have so far re-
;,i-Ft@d the adoption of a nuclear lest ban treaty.

The non-nuclear world can only play a peri-
p}lc’l‘all role in the field of nuclear disarmament
by p]('dgi“g itseli not o acquire or manufac-
1111'(\ nuclear weapons aud_ by trying to protect
stself against the lhr.OEt_l ol use of nuclear wea-
])““5 lhr{}ugh (.’Ihiil]l'lillg S(_‘L‘l]]‘i!_\' AssUTances
from the |1L1(‘.lua['-\}'Qupun stales and  through
the establishment ol lllll:.‘ltzll' weapons-iree zones
which, they hope, “.Hl, be respecled by the
Juclear POWErs Apart irom this, the non-nue-
_weapon states have also concerted efjorts

lear 2%
to ensure that outer space does not become
i
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new arena for the super-powers for the emplace-
ment of nuclear weapons. The non-nuclear-
weapon states can only exert moral pressure
on those who possess nuclear weapons, and the
primary respbnsibility for denuclearization rests

squarely on the shoulders of those who have
such weapons,

While seeking to promote the objective of a
world free from the nuclear threat, the interna-
tional community must also simultaneously
undertake determined efforts to find peaceful
solutions to bilateral and regional conflicts,
which, at times, are but a manifestation of the
g}obal rivalry of the super-powers, on the basis
of principles of justice, international law and
the Charter of the United Nations,

The major powers also have an obligation to
espouse causes which are based on justice. Bla-
1%1nt injustice and the denial of the- inalienable
rights of people to seli-determination, indepen-
dence and statehood, must be opposed and era-
dicated wherever they exist. The causes of the
people, among others, of Palestine, South Af-
rica and Namibia come easily to mind in this
regard. Likewise foreign forces must withdraw
from territories and countries to enable people
to determine their destiny by themselves,

The economic development and progress of
the vast majority of the peoples of the world,
who are living in conditions of abject poverty,
ignorance, hunger and disease should be in the
forefront of the agenda for concerted interna-
tional action. Unfortunately, however, while
expenditures on armaments have been increasing
exponentially, the establishment of 2 just and
equitable international economic system has
been relegated to the background. The intern
tional economic scene today
duced aid flows, :
walls of protec
terms of ir
tries.

da-
is marked by re-
i huge debt burdens, rising
tionism and increasingly adverse
ade for the poorer developing coun-

Tllle Organization of the Islamic Conference,
an inter-governmental body based on the eter-
1:1e|l _prmcipics of peace, tolerance, equalily and
justice enunciated by the Islamic faith, and re-
presenting one billion people, firmly believes
in the goal of nuclear disarmament. We have
?upportud and will continue to support all ef-
forts aimed at achieving that noble goal. We
also believe in the objective of general and
complete disarmament which would release im-
mense financial and human resources for the
uplift and progress of {he downtrodden billions
of this world. We hold that jt is essential for
the nuclear weapon states to agree on concrete
Mmeasures o eliminate their nuclear arsenals to

make the world a safe place for our future
generations,

We jace a stark choice. Either the nuclear
weapons are destroyed or they will destroy
humanity. We therefore call upon the nuﬁeur
\\'Cﬂ|\0n-slatcs to divert the vast expendnu(re
being undertaken by them to develop more so-
phisticated weapons of mass dESlrL}ClIOn an.d
bend their energies to the more .cteah‘ve p}irsmt
of a world free from conflict, injustice, intole-

inati i and
rance, discrimination, ignorance, hunger a

disease.
We appeal {5
mutual trust whicl

them to nurture a climate of
, would enable them to over-

come their suspicions and apprehensions and to
remove the threat of mass destruction which
hangs over humanity. The survival of huma-
nity depends on cooperation rather than con-
frontation.

I pray that the winds of trust and goodwill
may disperse the clouds of fear. It seems that
the agreement almost reached at the Reykjavik
summit to eliminate nuclear weapons will not
be allowed to slip beyond reach and that hu-
manity will be given the chance to attain the
full potential that God has ordained for if.

Address by Rabbi Arthur_Schneier, ol
ident of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation
Bresiel (Judaist, USA)
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resources in the quest for peace, In the words of
the Propi_let Ezekiel: But if the waichman see
the sword come, and blow not the {rumpel, and
the people be not warned; if the sword come,
and lake any person from atmong them, he is
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will
I require at the watchman’s hand (Ezek. 33. 6).

Dare we, watchmen of faith, close our eyes
to the sword of destruction hovering over man-
kind?

We all realize that in our time we face the
potential for seli-induced cataclysm of unparal-
leled proportions. To avert the calamity let us
remeinber that the day is short and that the task
is great. Time is running out for human exis-
tence. We dare not delay.

The elevation of humanity through its own
travail to a level of just co-existence and peace
is an imperative that requires persistence and
urgency. Human history can be aborted pre-
cisely at a time when instant communication
has potentially improved mutual understanding
between peoples.

We must learn to trust one another. That is
no easy task, and I am not so naive as to sug-
gest that any of the states whose citizens are
with us today, including my own country,
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should lay down its arms in a unilateral man-
ner out of “trusit” that others would do the
same. But trust can be earned by acts of faith
and of decency, by behaving in such a way as
to demonstrate—in the word of the United Sta-
tes Declaration of Independence—"a decent res-
pect to the epinion of mankind”.

Here, 1 believe, we who are men of religion
have a special role to play. We are not policy-
makers, but we can be frust-builders. We can
call on our leaders to live up to their interna-
tional obligations, and also to the obligations
they owe their own citizens.

Here is just one example. When Soviet autho-
rities revealed the full scope of the damage
wrought by the nuclear accident in Chernobyl,
that helped create confidence. And when Ameri-
ca responded by sending some of its leading
scientists and physicians to join in the Soviet
effort to limit the damage and heal the sick and
the injured, that too created trust.

Americans watch with great interest and sa-
tisfaction the mew process of openness—what is
known as glasnost—that we are witnessing in
the Soviet Union today.

The return to Moscow of Dr. and Mrs. Sakha-
rov, ves, his very presence at this forum today
is a measure of trust and confidence. The re-
jease of dissidents and the reevaluation process
on refusniks, signifying a new approach in the
field of human rights is a measure of trust and
confidence—to be harnessed as we seek to halt
the armaments race.

In the realm of arts and literature, all of us
iake heart that works, long absent from library
bookshelves and bookstores, are now becoming
available, some for the first time. In the cinema,

in music, art and theatre, there are signs of a
new tolerance. This builds confidence.

In the Soviet press we see problems long
ignored now openly discussed, and we read of
vigorous debate about foreign and domestic po-
licies. Another cause for trust and confidence.

What is so striking, it seems to me, is the
great window of opportunity that is presented
to the world today. In my country, President
Reagan is nearing the end of his second and
last term as president. 1 fervently believe this
president wishes to bestow upon future genera-
tions of America a legacy of peace and improved
relationships  with the Soviet Union. And,
judging from his recent words and actions, 1 be-
lieve, General Secretary Gorbachev also wishes
to end or significantly reduce the arms race
and the huge burden of armaments his country
bears, so that the energies of the Soviet people
may be devoted to the health and welfare of all
of the people, the same wish that 1 believe my
president has for his countrymen.

If 1 were speaking to Ronald Reagan and
Mikhail Gorbachev today, I would say to them:
“Join hands, one with the other, in another sum-
mit meeling, to continue the discussions that
scemed until the very end to be going so well
in Reykjavik. Schedule another mecting soon,
Let it be in Washington, and schedule still
another one, after that, for Moscow.” Can it
happen? Will it happen? Are the leaders of the
United States of America and the Soviet Union
on the same track? 1 strongly believe so.

Let us hope, let us pray, let us join hands
together, and lel us build the house of peace—
peace with friendship, peace with justice, for our-

selves and for our children and our children’s
children.

Address by the General Secretary of Ramakrishna Mission
the Ven. Swami Hiranmayananda (Hinduist, India)

[ was asked to speak on behalf of Hinduism.
Hinduism, apparently the oldest religion in the
world, has always been a creative religion pro-
claiming tolerance. Our great religious thinker,
R,-ml::krislmas, born in 18363 used to say that
cvery religion is a true religion. And you can

assured that the religions in which you be-
and follow the truth lead you to the com-
qron goal pursued by all religions. The most
o ortant thing is for people to sincerely be-
i in what they believe, and only then they

he
lieve

A
]\tm find their God. If we act in this dircction,
we can PTL“'I“"t A preal dﬁ'f!i of aggression, and
h[lﬂ‘li’illity will start ll.\'mg in the spirit of peace,
.o the spiril of cooperation among all nations.
! our orgaﬂizatifm—lhe Rii{liakrishna Mission—
o L-ngﬁged precisely in this activity in India,
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South America, North America, France, Austra-
lia, Japan, Singapore, Mauritius, in all parts of

the world. We should consider how lo e!1m1naic
every enmity. 1T we succeed in c.hangm‘grour
1hinl'\'i11g in this direction, we \\'I.” achieve ai
great deal and the world will be in a state o
pLlli;i.:\lncriu::a goes on with military pI‘OI(.iElCi.!O%I,
will the Soviet Union give it.up? 1 Pahcllﬂax\}vi:]:;
making armaments, is it pas.sihlc lilral India b5
undertake nothing of the kind? We arc; [I)e F},_e
of religion and we must undertake to tlez o
whole of humanity. Let us take the ts anunite
the achievement of political goals. Le (lj.lsanta e
Let us speak fo Ameriet Ml 020, o e
i at he is a bastio . But th
jgnrezlitll:st of all the privileges man]hais11 ziogis
advantage to do good to all peopie

tructing a society where there is no enmity or
rivalry. The spirit of each man is a major
weapon and is given to him to struggle against
evil. This is the religious truth.

When reflecting on what we can do, we must
say that we ought to practise a religion in its
true spirit, we must practise it in order lo have
trust in what we are doing. Thus we would be
able to overcome hunger at the expense of the
hostile militarism, This is an urgent challenge
confronting us.

The United States soon will have to realize
the futility and all the absurdness of the arms
race. Thus, our teaching on peace should be
spread throughout the world, and this is the task
for us as its followers.

Address by the President of the World Conference
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Toshio Miyake (Shintoist, Japan)

Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, Hinduists, and
Shintoists and so forth, though once they con-
fronted each other, are making now combined
efforts for achievement of world peace, towards
unification, regardless of race, nationality, boun-
daries and ideology, or religious affiliation.

I have been to China and Mongolia recently
and found remarkable progress of religions in
these socialist countries. So, 1 would mention
that all religions in the world, whether in capi-
talist or socialist countries, have a common
mission to make the world peaceiul.

However, contrary to our wish, the fact is
that, sadly, war continues and a firm establish-
ment of peace is not easy, despite the long-
cherished desire of all human beings, because of
the deep-rooted seli-centered desire of individuals
as well as the national ego resulting from na-
tional interests of some nations.

We wish to maintain peace to hand it over to
our descendants in order to enter in safety the
91st century, which will arrive in a little more
than ten years. War caused in the years to
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come means absolutely for all of us destruction
of all humanity in which we share the same fate.

When I pray for peace I feel I am powerless
as a religionist for making or keeping peace as
our own mission. Because of this, I think [ have
to pray to God anew, making an apology for
my insufficiency. I cannot help praying to God
that I may realize deeply how important life
is and that human dignity is a priority, that it
is important to defend human life from all des-
truction on the basic belief that we are sharing
a common fate, “humanity is one”.

I am inclined to think that it is the right
time to proclaim the coming of a new age for
us, an age laying stress on philosophy and reli-
gion, in which the idea of survival or existence
of human beings is possible only when they
could help one another towards co-prosperity,
not only in the field of politics and economy but

Address by the President of the Sri Lanka Buddhist
Vice-President of the Asian Buddhist Conferenc

also in other fields, such as culture, education,
arts and science and technology. Bul in order
to realize such a style or form of life, religious
spirit of people should be a necessary factor
in the core of people’s living. _

[ would say that all human beings need the
idea of co-existence—*I exist because of you
and vice versa.”

I would insist on co-existence in the state of
mutual understanding towards co-prosperity.

I am convinced that the courageous practice
of such an idea is vitally necessary for peace.
And I believe that God's desire and Buddha's
great vow would be attributed
as | mentioned ahove,

I hope that you would kindly realize what
I humbly mentioned here wishing your earnest

cooperation for world peace and for the sake
of people in the world,

to the same way

Congress,
e for Peace,

the Ven. Dr. Mapalagama Wipulasara Thero
(Buddhist, Sri Lanka)

I think there is no other period in the entire
history of humanity as today. Therefore, it is
most opportune that you have convened a forum
in Moscow.

The leader of the USSR has moved a concre-
te plan of bringing peace by the end of this
century. It is the only clear way of achieving
peace if both sides really want peace honestly
and sincerely. Religionists all over the world
must get down lo the task of convincing their
iollowers that the most important task is to
bring about peace to humanity. Man must be
made to live in peace and security. We may
have a hundred things to preach but peace be-
comes the most important subject.

The present century has witnessed two global
wars. The suffering of mankind caused by these
two world wars was immense. Yet, these two
world wars were fought with conventional wea-
pons. The first atom bomb was unfortunately
dropped by the Americans on Hiroshima and Na-
sasaki in Japan, a Buddhist country, after World
war 11 was officially declared ended.

For a year and a half the Soviet Union has
not conducted any uuc‘.!ca_r explosions and re-
cently confirmed once again its readiness to fur-
iher adhere to the moratorium until the latest
y\merican nuclear test on February 3, 1987, in Ne-
;-:niu_ USA. This nuclear explosion has brought
displeasure em(ﬂ} shattc;:ed hopes of any possible
;“-hic\-'t'““'-”t of peace in the near future,

Challenging public opinion of ali peace-loving
Washington has demonstrated its: ip-
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E.aL‘h man, cach group, each country, cach
nat‘um should strive tq achieve peace w"itlmut
Watling for others to come and save them. There
1= nothing particular Buddhistic in these 'tenets-

Therefore any nation OF any person can fol-
low this doctrine.

For the first time in the history of 111a1.1k1n.1%
it was said by the Buddha that human life |:,
the most precious thing on the earth. .T}.mt is
why he categorically stated that depriving a
man of his life even at the embryo stage %s a
grave crime one cannot commit. However, when
he said this, he did not reject the value of_ other
lives, those of animals and p%ants‘ ]?aut it w]as
a human being, the most precious thing on the
carth.
| he past but evenltoday people
fight and kill each other to establlsh‘:he;;iir?;
macy of a particular race 0F commun1h3.r.
utter foolishness according 1o Buddhism.

Buddhism does not divide meg_lntoDQ}?;egi
low groups, castes oOf communities. ;nima1s
types, species, groups are found among

Not only in t

Address by the Presi

and plants. But among men all are alike and
can mix up biologically, which is not possible
in the case of animals or plants. That is how
universal brotherhood is emphasized in Budd-
hism. Universal brotherhood of mankind has
been preached even by other founders of world
religions.

Respected brothers of all religions, I have co-
me here to make my coniribution towards a
cause that we, religionists, pledge to serve, to
join a collective effort of all religionists in
their noble responsibility to find ways and
means of solving the most crucial problems of
today for all mankind. Collectively we solve it
or collectively we perish. Let us therefore under-
stand the problems of peace peacefully to save
this planet and save humanity. Long live world
peace.

dent of the World Council of Churches,

Vice-President of the Christian Peace Conference,

Metropolitan
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Paulos Mar Gregorios (Christian, India)

But trust should also be based on the creation
of an open internationalist attitude among the
peoples, starting with very young children, in
school or pre-school, and also by deliberate use
of all media available, for mass education should
be a high priority for all peace-loving forces.

It should be clear to all people who have stu-
died the scene today that the socialist countries
are committed to the peace movement and its
goals, whereas ruling circles in the market eco-
nomy countries are vehemently opposed to the
peace movement, and spend a lot of money and
cifort to sabotage, counteract or infiltrate the
peace movement. They have a vested interest in
opposing disarmament and detente, and in acce-
lerating the arms race and the arms trade. This
interest is a three-fold one:

1. slowing down the growth in the socialist
standard of living, in order to reduce its at-
traction and to stop iis spread: this is done by
keeping up the pressure to spend more on arima-
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ments and by promoting more curtailment of
socialist civil liberties in the interest of national
security to make socialism more burdensome to
socialist peoples;

2. to provide a steadily expanding market for
the products of the market economy nations, by
using the tax-payers’ money for defense expen-
ditures, and by fomenting small wars (150 sin-
ce 1945) all over the world which produce grow-
ing demand for armaments production and trade;
a steadily expanding market seems to be an ab-
solute necessity for the prolongation of the pre-
sent market economy system;

3. to prevent the emergence of a strong and
‘powerful peace movement within the parliaments
and peoples of market economy nations by dis-
tributing the benefits of military production in
the various electoral constituencies; i. e., to create
a situation where a freeze for example on mili-
tary production would have catastrophic imme-
diate consequences for each electoral constituen-
cy—Ilike the collapse of corporations and facto-
ries unable to make the transition to ecivilian
production and civilian markets, and the conse-
quent rise in the unemployment rate; like also
difficulties for politicians and political parties
as well as the media (television, radio and
newspapers) who depend on the support of these
-very same corporations which make easy and as-
sured profit out of the tax-payer's money.

The peace movement must expose the econo-
mic structure and the injustice built into it. Nu-
clear weapons systems are so deeply rooted in
the economic structure of market economy na-
tions, that one cannot easily pluck out nuclear
weapon systems and military production from
the economy by decision of government. To take
the military production out, or even to freeze it,
will cause not only temporary hardship, but also
initiate new revolutionary movements within the
market economies working for a socialist revo-
[ution.

For us in the peace movements of the Third
World, a peace movement that does not at the
same time fight for justice is unattractive. We
must frankly state our view. We feel uncom-
fortable in the peace movements of Western
Europe and North America, precisely because of
a tendency to isolate the issues of peace irom
justice.
~ 1 still believe in the vision that General Secre-
tary Gorbachev showed us in January 1986—
entlering the 21st century with clean hands, eli-
minating all nuclear weapons by the end of 1999,
little more than 12 years from now,

Our agenda in peace movements today should
pe a concerted effort of massive public demand

jor four things as an immediate top priority:
(a) a campaign for the reduction of all nuclear
warheads and delivery sysiems by half, to be
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implemented before December 1987—in order to
initiate the process of nuclear disarmament;

(b) a simultaneous campaign for a total ban,
not only on testing, but also on manufacture,
improvement, trade and deployment of all new
nuclear weapons and delivery systems;

(¢) a campaign for the signing and ratifying
of a treaty banning research, development, ma-
nufacture, trade, stockpiling and deployment of
all non-nuclear weapons of mass destruction —
such as all chemical, bacteriological and clima-
tological weapons, and all directed ecnergy
weapons, including laser and particle beams:

(d) a substantial, drastic reduction of conven-
tional forees and weapons by all nations, in-
cluding non-aligned nations,  followed by a
World Disarmament Conference in which all na-
tions of the world sit down together to work
out a comprehensive, time-bound scheme for
both general and complete disarmament, and for
effective international instruments for enforcing
disarmament and peace, within just, democratic,
national and international structures.

We need to pay a special tribute to some re-
cent initiatives from the non-aligned movement.
The significance of this is not always fully gras-
ped by people, since the six nations who met at
summit level are non-nuclear powers. But that
is the major new development since the two
special sessions of the UN General Assembly
on disarmament. Nuclear disarmament is no lon-
ger a concern of the nuclear powers alone, for
three reasons,

First, because of space which is only a hund-
red miles away from any non-aligned or other
nation. SDI brings space wars often closer to
people than their own capital cities, Second, the
new calculations and discoveries about nuclear
winter make it clear that a war in Europe would
affect life in all continents, Third, with more
than 50 nations developing nuclear capacity,
nuclear disarmament has to bind all nations
equally.

India’s leadership in this development was re-
cognized by Genera] Secretary Gorbachey in his
famous Vladivostok address of August 1986, and
on several other occasions, The very large area of
agreement in matters of global policy and disar-
mament, between the socialist countries and the
non-aligned countries, constitutes a very major
element in the worldwide peace movement.

The visit of Genera] Secretary Gorbachev to
New Delhi from November 25 {o 28, 1986, was in-
deed a landmark in the development of Socialist-
Nonaligned relations. The Delhi Declaration sig-
ned by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhj and Gene-
ral Secretary Gorbachey op November 27, asked
for a world free from nuclear weapons as well as
from the violence of war and terrorism. The
Delhi Declaration is now being widely studied

in India and abroad, not only by intellectuals,
but by ordinary village people, peasants and
workers, :

War thrives on injustice, oppression and ex-
ploitation. Disinformation or lying propaganda
is a major instrument of those who promote the
arms race and the arms trade. )

A world without weapons ol mass deslnlc‘lm.n
is what the peoples of the worl.tl want; but it IE
denied to them by certain privricgcfi grm.Jps a
over the world who stand to benefit by it, and
by the media and political structures dependent
on them. .

The campaign of the people for P‘-‘B‘fc his\;;::-
a big job. Not to depend orn the Gef]f.t\a {) .
na or other talks alone to get us \\'f}dt we \;m‘e;
but to begin to expose the ‘ECOHOIT]IC f.trlui:5 5
of militarism, and to maobilize the ?cop tec \\-'I:ar
wer against the power groups that promo .

Economic analysis and exposure to me seems
the highest priority, and we must engage the
best minds of the world to do this analysis and
exposure.

We must mobilize public opinion against de-
velopments in chemical and bacteriological war-
fare as well as in ET development.

We have to focus on science and technology,
in order to release it from the captivity of the
war-and-profit seekers, and to make it available
for the service of the real needs of humanity.

We have also to give support for the new mo-
vements within socialism, a socialism in which
the human factor is vibrant, vital, free and
creative.

From the plateau of Reykjavik, let us advan-
ce, hand in hand, all of us in the peace move-
ment, with a 12-year plan to eliminate all wea-
pons of mass destruction from our planet.

Reports on Deliberations of Discussion Groups
Group 1
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3. In response to the questions put to the
group for discussion, it was pointed out that the
deep rooted causes and motivation for the
nuclear and conventional arms race and the main
obstacles to an actual disarmament are mistrust
and the enemy image; to overcome these and
to build coniidence should be the moral duty,
of highest priority, for all religions.

4. The close relationship between national and
international security was also discussed. The
ideas expressed in this context emphasized the
need for the creation of institutions for a peace-
ful solution of international conflicts,

The securily of every nation in the nuclear
age can only be realized if based on common
security. The security of nations cannot only
be understood as being a military issue or a
question of international diplomacy, rather it is
an internal issue for every nation; this means
democratisation and cultural and economic de-
velopment.,

5. The difficult and complex issue of human
rights was also discussed in the group. It was
pointed out that the two aspects of human rights,
both the individual and the social dimensions,
are equally important and that they should be
complemented by each other. It was also said
that the rights of the individual gnd the rights
of the people cannot be separated; if one may
call the individual's human rights liberty and
ireedom, the people’s rights should be called li-
beration which contains within itself not only
the political but also the social, cultural and
economic spheres of people’s lives.

6. The specific contribution of religions to at-
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taining a nuclear-free world is to lay stress on
the spiritual and moral dimensions of peace and
justice. In respect to this, realism, seli-criticism
and commitment are required from the believers
within all religions. There are three specific areas
where religions can contribute towards peace-
making, that is to the attainment of a nuclear-
free world:

a) all religions call on their believers to
pray; in praying the believers ask God, or Supre-
me Being, the Creator of Life and the Lord of
Human History to intervene in human affairs
and to alter the course of history. Praying for
peace also has an impact on public opinion;

b) the religions must commit themselves more
and more to peace education to change people's
mentality; this is nowadays called a new

thinking to promote peaceful and positive values,
values common to all people regardless of na-
tional, religious, ideological, class or state back-
grounds;

c) all religions proclaim their belief in life;
they therefore have to keep hope alive even in
the most hopeless situation.

7. In conclusion, the followers of all religions
can contribute to the attainment of a nuclear-
free world and to the survival of humanity by
stressing the need for the combination of the
human intellect, emotion and will; but it has
to be recognized that this can only be fully
achieved by the full cooperation of scientific,
political, cultural and other circles to ensure
human survival in conditions of justice, peace
and mutual respeet.

Group 2

Discussion Group 2 focused its comments on
the main theme “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity”. Twenty-
six members of the group made interventions.

The group identified factors that prevent the
attainment of a world free of nuclear weapons—
obstacles in the way of progress towards this
goal. It was in agreement that the most intrac-
table of these are in the minds of persons on
either side of the controversy. For example,
the idea is widely held on both sides that the
national security lies in overwhelming military
force alone. This accounts for the arms race and
also for the attractiveness of the prospect of the
“perfect shield” of the Strategic Defense Initia-
tive. Another factor is widespread ignorance of
the true facts regarding people on the other side.
Most Americans do not know of the personal
commitment to peace held by so many Soviet ci-
tizens as a direct result of the devastation they
experienced in World War II; similarly, many
in the Soviet Union are unaware of the massive
voluntary peace movements in the United Sta-
tes, work often related to Churches. This lack of
information is compounded by systematic mis-
information characterized by the TV mini-series
«Amerika”, that has contributed to false images
of the enemy. Regretiably, the process has so-
metimes been reinforced by religious influence
such as the confusion that has been produced
py differing understanding of the meanings
U-f commonly used words such as “peace” and
sreligious liberty”. Moreover, there are divisive
forces within some religious traditions that fos-
ter conflict and distrust, such as certain Chris-
{ian groups that equate communism with evil.
These forces lead some persons to antropulogi.
cal |1('5£imi:¢[[l, holding that the end of history
for the human family may be imminent.

But religion can be the source of hope for
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- humanity. Many observers hold that the human
being is the key to the solution; indeed, that
the building of a world at peace is a human
duty. The group suggested very practical steps
that can be taken to further this effort. Through
education, religions can provide concrete infor-
mation fo dispel misinformation and make sure
there are opportunities to disperse stereotypes
by exchange visits and sustained relationships,
such as befween sister congregations. Dialogue
is commended as a means oi securing accurate
information, whether undertaken with followers
of another religious tradition or with a secular
group, such as young Marxists. If distrust and
the resulting fear are root causes of the per-
ceived need for ever more poweriul arsenals of
nuclear weapons, religious persons, including
greater participation of women and young peo-
ple, must devise strategies for dispelling both
the distrust and the fear. Efforts to do so should
be addressed to ordinary people, both religious
and secular. For governments in both political
systems have been responsive to the clearly ex-
pressed desire of their people. In this connection,
Americans need to be informed regarding the
changes taking place today within the Soviet
society. And should there be unilateral over-
tures by the Soviet government in the future,
Americans should insist on more openness on the
part of their officials to respond to such initiati-
ves. Religions should concentrate their attention
even now on preparations for the 3rd Special
Session of the UN General Assembly on Disar-
marment.

The group concluded that religions can be
crucial to the building of the trust and confi-
dence essential to the climate in which steps
towards disarmament become possible. Religions
should undertake such peacemaking efforts in-
ternationally.

Group 3
A Statement of Belief in a Nuclear Age

1. Introduction

Our discussion was deep and lively—30 peo-
ple took part (including 3 women, who were
under-represented in our forum, though they are
so prominent in the peace mo_vemcnt] from
92 countries in 5 continents and from several
major world religions.

Despite our many differences, we fe.lt very
close to each other—we had a common :r!md that
we stand at a crossroads, when humamty‘ must
choose between new ways that lead to life, or
the old ways that can only }eafi to death..

The discussion was rich in insights .and ideas.
Above all, however, these were firmly and
constantly grounded in our falths.t_am]j our
prayers. All spoke, not only ou_t of poll 1-:;1f fan;
lysis, but out of deep and obvious basis ol fai
é irituality. ]
dngo?ftigér]::asor{ we are now presentmg So{?:
of the ideas we shared with each i::thfm'f IS
form of a kind of brief statement ol laitil.

belief
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This we belie-ve—that peace is linked to the
cry for justice, frcedom and human rights, and
that only a world based on new human values
and relationships can be a safe world for our
children.

We do not believe—that the peoples of the
world will forget the glimpse of hope they
caught at Reykjavik, during the International
Year of Peace, of the realistic possibility of en-
tering the next century with clean hands and
without nuclear weapons.

This we believe—that our choice is clearer
than even before: to go forward to the real hope
of a nuclear-free world, or to go back to the
arms race along the road to sure destruction
and despair.

We do not believe—that we live in a meaning-
less universe where self-interest governs our
lives,

This we believe—that peace, justice, and the
integrity of creation are bound together in a
unity of life. We must live together or we will
die together.

We do not believe—that the survival of our
world is the concern only of those who have mi-
litary, economic or political power.

This we believe—that religious organizations,
and men and women of faith everywhere, have
both a special opportunity and a distinctive task
in building bridges of understanding and in
bearing witness (by what we are together in
our reconciliation, as well as by what we say)
to the moral basis of a new world order.

3. Conclusion

We have, therefore, many urgent tasks.

We need to invite our people to understanding
the choices of our time: Here a splendid sugges-
tion was made of a “Peace Catechism” in ques-
tion-and-answer style as a means of education
oiten used by religions in the past. We need
to be bridge-builders and help to break down
the enemy images that lead to stereotypes and
mistrust of the other.

We need to pray fervently and faithiully for
God’s help against the spiritual powers of evil
and death.

We commend the call of the Moscow Round
Table Conference to “use the words of the Uni-
versal Prayer for Peace in a spirit of repentance
for our past failures....”

Lead us from death to life; from falsehood
to truth; lead us from despair to hope, from fear
to trust; lead us from hate to love, from war
to peace. Let peace fill our hearts, our world,
our universe. So be it,
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ech by Metropolitan PAULOS MAR GRECORIOS
at the Grand Kremlin Palace

February 16, 1987

General Secretary of the CPSU Central Com-
mittee Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev,

Distinguished participants of the Interna-
tional Forum “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity”, gathered
here in Moscow!

Let me say a few words on behali of the
215 religious leaders from 56 countries present
in the religious section of the forum who repre-
sent six world religons: Buddhism, Christiani-
ty, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Shintoism.

For us this forum has been a rather unique
experience. For the first time religious circles
have been meeting simultaneously with other
public circles—scientists, writers, artists, bu-
sinessmen and so on. We are glad that the
different sections have met separately at first,
so that we could ireely discuss our common
problems from several distinct perspectives and
starting points at depth. By joining with other
elements of the world-wide peace movement at
this common plenary session we are able to
affirm our common standpoint—our firm com-
mitment to a world without nuclear weapons.
Our principle isthat secular and religious
forces should work hand in hand for the com-
mon good.

We should express our deep gratitude to the
people of the Soviet Union and to the Soviet
Government for their unfailing and magnani-
mous generosity and hospitality.

We wish to record our special gratitude to
vou personally, General Secretary Mikhail Ser-
geyevich Gorbachev, for the humanitarian and
creative leadership and inspiration you are giv-
ing to this our common task of ridding the
world of nuclear weapons and forging a new
world in which humanity can live together in
peace and justice, and with common security
for all. Your bold and courageous initiative in
declaring a unilateral moratorium on nuclear
tests, despite the lack of response from the US
Administration, has at least made clear to the
world that the Soviet Union really desires to
stop the arms race and fo eliminate nuclear
weapons from our planet. It has also made it
clear that the US Administration persists in

pus':-lliill_{ the arms - race and in seeking 1o
qehieve military superiority for one nation over
nthers.

We have analysed the connection between the
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arms race and the economic factors along with
its dependence “on the political process and the
influence of the media. We have concentrated,
however, on three elements—(a) the human
factor, (b) the need for a new international
n'fom? order, and (c) the role of religious orga-
nizations in cooperating with secular public
forces in the common quest for a nuclear-wea-
pons-free world and a new global human society
without war and violence, as specified in the
Delhi Declaration jointly issued by General
Secretary Gorbachev of the USSR and the
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India.

Under the human factor, we discussed the
need for

(a) confidence-building among nations and
peoples;

(b) dissipating enemy images based on false-
hood;

(c) peace education through schools, mass
media, cultural creativity and disseminating
accurate information;

(d) human rights—both personal and socio-
economic;

(e) the need fo keep life from perishing and
hope from dying;

(f) new thinking and common global human
values;

(g) the need for liberation of oppressed
peoples and the establishment of justice within
and between nations,

Under the need for a new international moral
o.rder we have begun to formulate a set of ba-
sic principles, such as:

_1. Each nation is a free, responsible member
of the community of nations, and as such is
I)ou‘nd to subordinate its national interests and
national security to the interests of humanity
as a whole and to common security for all
nations and peoples,

2. As A corollary, it is morally wrong for
one nation to seek military superiority over
other nations, and to imperil the security of
other .natimls in pursuing its own security.

3. Nuclear weapons are immoral, It is im-
moral to make, buy, sel], keep, use or threaten
to use nuclear weapons. They should be totally
eliminated and legally hannczl,

4. Outer space and the high seas should be
kept free from all weapons. including nuclear.
laser. particle beam or other devices. Space

and oceans should be held as the common pro-
perty of humanity, and as an arena for pea-
ceful mutual cooperation and for the welfare
of the whole of humanity. ‘

5. Modern science and technology, ihe mpst
powerful instrument in the hands of humanity,
should be liberated from bondage to .w:.w a.nd
profil, and be deployed to serve the elimination
of poverty and ill-health, ignorance and cultu-
al i rerishment. '
rié.l?\fq\%[::':lmrnaturily demands that nations a':?d
groups within nations should not resor_t Fo war
and violence in order to resolve conflxct.s.. t:l‘hl?
entails an international coml'mimcnt .tol a t 1m(i]
bound plan to reduce and finally eliminate a‘;
conventional and modern weapons and fc.)rce_,
and to evolve democratically conl‘mlled mt;’ari
national institutions for peace-keeping, peace'tn‘
resolution of conflicts and common S:fCU“ Y-

7 International conventions apd trez mrsma[rj
morally, as well as legally, bmc?mg 3?1 SThl::se
not be violated or revoked }Jﬂliﬁlei‘a r!v’: o
are the foundations upon which a _ne\l\ in eomic
tional  social-cultural and p?lmcat.'econwith
order can be constructed, in which na ':’3: i
differing political—economlc SYStemzmtEOH o
and work together in peaceful coop
bealiny international COmPellhon‘ resented but

These seven principles were ;l) _S |
not finalised. They are offered m}[»y :tl-m; in an
ing point for discussion and ratldlcaei) »
improved form Dby all nations and P ples.

We are religious people. We believe in the
power of prayer. We are confident that the
prayers of people of good will and deep reli-
gious convictions can transform the world
process. 1 personally regard that the deepest
aspirations of secular people of good will are
also capable of averting catastrophe and lead-
ing us to a more mature international order.
For us religious people, it is our bounden duty
to pray for all peoples and nations, as well
as to speak and act with others for peace and
justice. As religious people we are anxious to
work for peace and justice not only in coopera-
tion with other religions but also with secular
people and their organizations.

We affirm that commitment in this august
forum. As religious people we acknowledge
our many failures. We recognize that religion
is often used for reactionary and anti-human
goals and purposes, But religion can also be
the source of many positive value-affirmations
and genuinely humanitarian aspirations and
movements.

It is in this spirit of humanity and seli-
criticism that we have issued the simple appeal
which we now present to this august forum
and to all peoples and nations, and to you,
Mr. Gorbachev.

The symbol of the inter-religious forum is a
globe that knows no boundaries. Divided, we
perish. United, we stand. Accept this token
of our unity in the bond of peace.

Sermon Delivered by Metropolitan YUVENALIY

of Krutitsy and

Kolomna at Divine Liturgy on February 22, 1987

in the Dormition Church of the Novodevichy Convent

i bro-
¥ Garainl festal greetings to you, dear

thers 4 sisters. tion for
El!! \t}?::g:t e sunday, of preparatio

rs for
Holy Lent, when the Z{Olifcgﬁ:Cth:;e Jesus
gur_ :1[10[1[101;1} attheﬂ \‘.]:::;HS must do. to ;r;:le?rét
Elt];:italolljife“z:ﬂd not eternal "aEZSaE?Eﬁ i e
31-46), the best occasiofl b Church in the
waork ‘f the Russian Ol‘thdO':F 2 Nuclear-
\\-'olt—-l\d Olod;w, At the forum: Suorl;‘I\"ﬂl.of Hu-
Weapons-Free World: 107 % cently, the reli-
manity” which took PIa%® T orm, im-
gious participants underto® {heir Churches
mediately after its conc|;5:f:l‘a1| their flocks,
a:{;d [gm,erI:;::;;:z'rlsaz;jldai;e 'tasks facing belie-
about our

yers eroughort mte \;fll;ld}"on of the tragic im-
I do not have 10

-

Abridged—Ed.

passe reached by humanity because of the in-
vention and increasing production of lethal
weapons. Today, not only adults, but every
schoolchild knows this. No one, however, knows
how to deliver and protect man from this
weapon. When the honoured mission of parti-
cipating in the preparation of the forum fell
to me as a member of the initiative group, I,
as is the custom in our Church, went to sece
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen and told him
of my ideas concerning this great event and
asked for his blessing. His Holiness was cor-
dially disposed to my ideas and wrote on my
written report: “With my blessing. May the
Lord help you.”

And during the days of the preparation for
and condueting of the forum, I felt that his
prayeriul good wishes upheld me, gave me
strength and confidence that I was not work-
ing apart from my Church and the millions
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and millions of her faithful, that their prayers
were supporting me, and these feelings imbued
me with assurance and gladness. As is known,
among the thousand participants from more
than 80 countries attending the forum, there
were 215 representatives of the six most wide-
spread religions from 56 countries and West
Berlin.

Sixty representatives of Churches and reli-
gious associations in our country took part in
the work, including His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen and the permanent members of the Holy
Synod. For two days, physicians, scientists,
businessmen, experts in politics, workers in
the sphere of culture and art, retired generals,
and natural scientists, worked in different sec-
tions and even parts of Moscow: on the final,
third day, they all met in plenary session in
the Moscow Kremlin, our national shrine. We
felt that we were experiencing a historically
stirring moment when 300 religious figures
took their places in the Grand Kremlin Palace
and, for the first time, a religious worker spoke
from its rostrum—a metropolitan from India—
summing up the results of the work of the
religious section. He handed to Mikhail Ser-
geyevich Gorbachev our final document, “Ap-
peal to Joint Efforts”, and the medal with our
emblem showing the globe as it is seen from
a space ship.

In his speech at the plenary session, Mikhail
Sergeyevich Gorbachev repeatedly mentioned
the moral foundations of the policy of peace
and the role of religious men in the work for
peace. He greeted among other participants the
representatives of different Churches. It was
very important for us to hear him point out
to the fact that confidence was very slow in
forming. That was why, the Soviet leader said,
the conviction was growing that the fate of the
foremost task of contemporaneity must not be
left exclusively in the hands of politicians. It
is not the matter of politics only, he said. And
we are living witnesses of how the enormous
public movement is spreading and strengthen-
ing all over the world. Mentioning several reli-
gious figures, Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachey
added: “They are here, taking part in the
forum.”

indeed, for us representatives of the Russian
Orthodox Church, it was a moment of historic
significance, towards which we were ad-
vancing for decades. Our appeal reflects this
thought thus: “Many of us have been meeting
together in peace gatherings for decades build-
ing bonds of trust and confidence among our-
SL.]'VQS," And so, what is now especially required
of us, religious workers, we have already been
doing for a number of decades

it is sufficient to recall the role the Rus-
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sian Orthodox Church played during the Great
Patriotic War, as well as in the post-war pe-
riod, when the so-called cold war raged, and
finally, our efforts in inter-religious coopera-
tion when, in 1952 and then since 1969, na-
tional conferences, with some guests from
abroad, were held at the Trinity-St. Sergiy
Lavra, opening the way to the World Inter-
Religious Conferences of 1977 and 1982, which
united people of different religions in the cause
of world peace and humanity.

The way was not easy, dear brothers and
sisters, we were constantly searching, for the
situation had no precedent in history. Not a
single textbook or manual could tell us how
to proceed. And we thank the Lord that our
Church and her hierarchs, like the Prophet
Moses of old, were leading, not only our faith-
ful, but many nations of the world as well,
to the promised goal of peace, brotherhood and
mutual understanding,

The road was not easy because we often met
not only with mistrust, but with censure,
hostility, hatred and incomprehension. However
keeping ahead of her the one goal, perhaps inr
imitation of the Prophet Moses, of whom
St. Paul says: He endured, as seeing him who
is invisible (Heb. 11. 27), our Church went
confidently forward. :

Her representatives stood firm when, during
their wvisits to certain countries, some people
asked them provoking questions instead of
trying to establish mutual understanding and
friendship among nations. These people were
very often not interested in the positive deve-
lopments in our life, but wanted to hear from
us something derogatory about the Soviet
Union or our Churches. In such circumstances
We were guided not by our religious and civie
consciences alone, but by the Word of God.

TIhe hierarchs of the Russian Orthodox Church
patiently explained the peace-loving policy of
the Soviet state, which was taking various
steps, including unilateral ones, I:adinfr to
peace and disarmament. )
.We are happy, and 1 want to note this espe-
cially today, that our faithfy] feel with their
hearts the devotion of their pastors and arch-
pastors to their people, their earthly homeland,
the Holy Church, and the work of God on
Earth. Tl_lerefore, it is not by chance that the
graves ol the departed leaders of our Church
are Iiended With love and covered with flowers
all the year round, and the now living pastors
are SL!!_‘IPUH.CC{ with prayers by the people who
are witnessing  thej i
Church of Chr%st. we Towlbn W e ey
" I want to say also, dear brothers and sisters.
u!a_t we did not remain unconcerned and in-
different to the fate of our Church during

these years. We have maintained constant and
creative dialogue with representatives of state
authorities, responsible for the Church, and
continue doing it to this day, and’ we see
taneible results of our labour. We feel espe-
ciuITv {hese results now when we are get%mg
read-y to celebrate the Millennium of the Bapt-
ism of Russ.

After the Moscow forum we can say t.llat
we have entered a new stage of peacfemakmg.
Now, hand in hand with all the Soviet public
and men of various professions throughout
the world, we can intensify and increase our
contribution to the cause of p;ace to prevent
th f nuclear catastrophe. '
I?’&th[;;rizririciai moment in history, th_e Snweé
Government is doing everything_possnb]e tan
more in order that through umlaieraltos i;;sl,i
through the example of its countrY: e
others to stand for peace. Well‘knoimsl 10 e
fact that on January 15, 1986, Mt.khari T‘;bi:aie
vich Gorbachev spoke out proposing c; : : i
the Earth from nuclear and _Olf}dﬂf g’é’;cems
weapons by the year 9000. This idea

all humanity.

I remember how in 1979 the delegations of

representatives of the ChurchES_ Iﬂgt:;e\rio\?}:
Union and the USA adopted 1N mong other
document “Choose Life”. It says :;te us from
things: “Only twenty yeus sepalled upon to
the moment when we w‘lll be 1:5‘f the coming
mark prayerfully e biml“ena:jy S‘?aviour Jesus
to the world of our Loruigs How sh.:sl] we
Christ, the Prince of Peac® - o oresent
meet t‘hat day!? In what state If it be a bloom-
our planet to the Creator: Shat out, devastated
ing garden or 2 lifeless, bl.lr“f re 1.;5 again life
land? Thus the Lord h?usi i?ltr::i Othereforc choose
and death, blessing 2 :

' endants may live.”
life that you and your desc(jhurch ardently ap-

The Russian OrthodoX § the leader of our
proved the historic SPPeal (;sals As you know,
country, his ideas and Prop the Message of the
puhlisgéd a year ago Was

Holy Synod on War and Peace in a Nuclear
Age, where it says that the plan to establish a
non-nuclear peace by the year 2000 is a way
out of the impasse in which humanity finds
itself. However, I repeat, to struggle for peace
is not easy. We know that this proposal too
was met with silence, incomprehensible to us,
by some states.

After the forum, presenting the religious ap-
peal to the embassies of the nuclear powers in
Moscow, the religious leaders felt how much
more must be done yet to blaze a trail to
peace. Whereas, at the embassy of the People’s
Republic of China, the inter-religious delega-
tion was received by the ambassador himsell,
graciously and respectiully, the situation in
other embassies showed how difficult and
complex was the path of peacemaking. But we
do not despair or grieve, on the contrary, we
are filled with determination to continue and
consolidate our peacemaking.

I am very happy to be able to share with
you these thoughts and thank you for your
zealous prayers, for your efforts exerted for
the good of our Motherland, for bringing up
your children and grandchildren in the Faith,
in loyalty to their country, and in the spirit
of peace.

We are standing on the threshold of Lent, in
a week begins the feat of repentance and fer-
vent prayer. | would like to wish you all, who-
leheartedly, to cleanse your souls of sin and
vice, to settle in your hearts the peace of
Christ, on which our relations with each other
may be based, so that peace and concord may
reign in families, so that through this peace
we may carry the peace of Christ to our neigh-
bours, and with a pure heart, pray to the Lord
for keeping in peace our beloved country and
averting fratricide and bloodshed in all areas
of the world. May the Lord bless us and the
efforts of all men of good-will, working for

the cause of peace, for the preservation of
life on Earth!
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Decisions of the Third Pre-Council
Pan-Orthodox Conference

The representatives of the Local
Orthodox Churches discussed at the
Third Pre-Council Pan-Orthodox Confe-
rence the following themes: “The Rela-
tion of the Orthodox Church to the Rest
of the Christian World” and “The
Orthodox Church and the Ecumenical
Movement”. * The discussions were
based on the text worked out by the
Inter-Orthodox Commission for the Pre-
paration on February 15-23, 1986; it
was compiled after an all-round discus-
sion of the reports of the Local Ortho-
dox Churches and reviews of them.

In was noted at the conference that
the Orthodox Church was always incli-
ned favourably towards dialogue which
led to Christian unity. In recent years
she has entered into theological dialo-
gue with a number of Christian Chur-
ches and confessions, proceeding from
the conviction that by means of dialo-
gue she is witnessing to Christendom of
her spiritual wealth and thereby paving
the way to unity.

It was stressed at the conference that
in the process of dialogue there appear
numerous difficulties, as a result of
various causes, above all because of
the many centuries of separation and
mutual esirangement. However, on the
way to confessional unity, the Orthodox
Church puts her trust in the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, and not only in the
human powers of those taking part in
the dialogues.

The Orthodox Church considers her-
self the bearer of the Faith and Tradi-
tion of the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church. Consequently, she is
firmly convinced of the fact that she
can and must make a decisive contribu-
tion to the cause of restoring unity in
Christendom.

The foundation of ecclesiastical unity

Continued. For the beginning see /MP, No. 3.
987. " .
19¢ The full text of the decisions of the Con-
jerence on these themes will be published in the
following issues — Ed.
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is the Divine Principle in the mystical
Body of Christ, which is ihe zhurch
(Col. 1. 24). Only unity in Christ, that
is to‘ say, co-existence in closest com-
munion with Christ through faith, holy
life and partaking of the Sacraments
above all, the true Eucharist, in obe-
fiute‘nce to Ithe plenitude of Divine Reve-
allon, makes genuine unity ahoy i
the Lord Jesus Christ grayedtlghlifi};
Father: That they all may be one
(Jn. 17. 21). The divine side in the mys-
tical Body of the Church of itsell can-
not ensure the complete unity of Chris-
tgen_don_l Necessary 1oo is {he active par-
ticipation of the human side in the life
of the God-man organism of the Church
Only the One, Holy, Catholic and Apo:
stolic Church—integral and undamaged
Body of Christ—is the real bearer of
the true and perfect unity in virtue of
her complete obedience to Divine Truth.
Beyond its boundary unity may, to a
greater or lesser degree, weaken ang
even be lost,

The Church is the God-man organi
in which interact two principlegsilaig
Divine and the human. Not only God
but man acts in the history of the
Church. The life of the Church is in-

11 y the positive creativ
activity of man,” ang I:I))y his ncerézﬁt’g
sinful, destructive and distorting ability,
By his activity man has ir%pressed
himself upon the history of all Churches
and confessions, This may be detected
in the O::ihodox, Catholic, and Protes-
tant traditions. Human activity served
not only to increase and develop what
Is contained in Divine Revelation. but
(_m(’n io_ distort Divine Re\-'elation.’ The
interaction of the Divine ang the human
sides in ihe‘ history of the Church is
very complicated, "because the human
side was, and is, not only a creative,
enrichening and developing one, but
also sinful, distorting and impovérish-
ing. Nevertheless, this does not mean
that the human side is incapable of
preserving undamaged the Divine Reve-

ion—it i i living
lation—it is preserved in the /
Tradition of the Church. It would also

ong to consider that all human
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sible. Lately, as in the historical past,
more “than once union was proposed
without dogmatic unity. Such a union
would leave each freedom of choice, it
rests on the possibility of extremely op- .
posing beliefs existing side by side and
excludes any striving to change or
reconcile them. Following such a prin-
ciple would lead to disintegration and
chaos, instead of inner spiritual rappro-
chement and unity.

Protestant confessions have frequent-
ly put forth the principle of inter-confes-
sionalism in the belief to find in it
union of all Churches and confessions.
In reality inter-confessionalism is a
delusion and a danger to the ecumeni-
cal movement. Inter-confessionalism
does not enrich but impoverishes con-
fession, because it is patterned on the
minimum. This kind of unity lacks the
plenitude of Church life. Faith can only
be integral, full and catholic. Nothing
can be forgone in it. Only then can it
be vital and inspire effective action.

That is why the Pre-Council Confe-
rence has resolved: “The Orthodox
Church, true to her ecclesiology, identi-
ty with her inner order and teaching of
the Undivided Church, as part of the
organism of the World Council of
Churches, by no means accepts the idea
of the ‘equality of confessions’ and abso-
lutely refuses to permit the unity of the
Church to be some kind of inter-confes-
sional adaptation.”

Catholicity, one of the essential notes
of the Church, is plenitude which can-
not be achieved by putting together con-
fessions. Aspiration for unity must be a
striving for catholicity, that is, to a
greater plenitude and spiritual wealth;
and only in the plenitude and wealth of
the primordial Church Tradition can we
think of the union of all Christendom.
The Truth we believe in cannot be
rejected, and no concessions can be
made about it.

Only the Truth combined with love
can lead to genuine Christian unity.
Juridical devotion to the Truth without
love generates hostile feelings and leads
to separation. Equally, inspiration by
love alone, given indifference to the
Truth, may lead merely to Christian
unity that is diffused and unstable. The
God-revealed Truth was given not only
for us to guard zealously, but for crea-
tiveness in life. Truth which is not
embodied in life or realized in the acti-
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vity of men, becomes dead and ceases
to be the way, ... and the life (Jn. 14, 6).

Having rejected the equality of con-
iessions, the Pre-Council Conference
also rejected uniatism as a way to
Christian unity. The participants in the
conference unanimously admitted that
uniatism and proselytism are hindran-
ces on the way to unity.

The Third Pre-Council Conference
defined ecclesiastical union as a nega-
tive factor in the life of the Church
Union, both in the historical and
modern form, as well as any type of
proselytism, is impermissible in Ortho-
doxy; they only create difficulties for
the development of dialogue.

All the unions between the Catholics
and the Orthodox were external in cha-
racter and were concluded without
inner spiritual unity and dogmatic con-
cord. Unions, as a rule, led to opposite
results and caused greater division
among Christians. The greatest enmity
between the Catholics and the Ortho-
dox exists in countries where there are
uniates. The danger in unions consists
in the fact that through them the Catho-
lics are striving to win the Orthodox
East.

Taking the uniate road means, accor-
ding to a Russian historian, “the loss
of the ways to and hopes of the possi-
bility of a real union of Churches. It
also eliminates the very question of
unity. The uniate method is the method
of permanent war between Churches,
based on calculation that through an-
nexation the victor Church would swal-
low up the rest... Each uniate tearing
away one part of the Church from ano-
ther only aggravates and poisons by
protracted rancour the constant ‘armed
peace’ between Churches. Every new
uniate annexation does not bring closer
the restoration of universal and con-
crete unity of the Church, it only puts
it off and obstructs the road to it. The
more unions, the farther from the goal
of ecclesiastical peace. The purposeless-
ness of the uniate method mainly con-
sists in its quantitative character. Ho-
wever many parts or fragments one
Church, through annexation, takes from
another, the core of the other Church
will remain alive as an integral entity.
Oualitatively, the same number of dis-

suting Churches confinues to exist .
and qualitatively the qustion of the
1'”.;1}-‘ of the Church remains undecided”
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(Prof. A. V. Kartashev. United Chur-

ches in the Light of History. Christian
Reunification. Paris, pp. 102-103).

_The uniate way of achieving unity
lies in the wrong understanding of ca-
tholicity. There are two concepts of
catholicity—horizontal and  vertical.
For the horizontal concept of catholicity
to reach unity means to take in as much
territory as possible, to create an eccle-
siastical order which would spread its
power and influence over the Earth.
Catholicism is inclined to this concept.

The vertical concept of catholicity
means fo measure depths and heights.
Catholicity in this sense signifies the
plenitude of the Truth embodied in life;
catholicity is a quality present in each
Local _Church. This understanding of
catholicity is characteristic of Orthodo-
Xy. Wlthou_t acknowledging and embody-
ing caihc;l}tcity in life in its vertical
concept, there cannot i i
“ thepChurch. be genuine unity

For the Christian living in the
Church, communion with Christ is at
the same {ime personal and ecclesiasti-
cal. The dogmatic peculiarities of a
Christian’s belief cannot but be reflec-
ted in his personal spiritual experien-
ce. However, given faith in Christ as
the Son of God, the Saviour of the
World, there is a wide community in
Christian life even when there is con-
fessional differences. This Christian spi-
ritual community unites Christians in
the face of the non-Christian world, In
their love for the Saviour, the Lord
Je_sus Christ, and their aspiration for
Him, all Christians are one. Spiritual
lrl_e whose content is communion of man
with God, to a greater extent than dog-
matic consciousness, unites Christiaﬁs
today too. In the living communion of
men of different confessions ihe possi-
bility is created of mutual cognition
and rapprochement which may lead to
unity.

The Church is one, as life in Christ
through the Holy Spirit is one. Never-
the_less participation in this unity has
different degrees and depths. Therefore,
the relationship of Orthodoxy to the
rest of Christendom has two aspects:
[) repulsion in the struggle of truth
with hali-truth, distorted truth; and
2) mutual realization of Christian love.
Between the Orthodox Church and other
Christian  Churches and confessions

there exists not only mutual exclusion,
but mutual attraction as well. _

In our days there 1s a concept that
Christianity is a social and moral l'('%ll‘
gion. Such a concept can be pbserBe_d
in some Protestant denommathnsf Or-
thodoxy does not deny the great xfm-
portance of joint soc!al service _or]
achieving Christian unity. The socia
question is of great importance mf
Christian self-awareness. The future o
Christianity depends In ‘great 1;1%51412
on the change in the attriudedq l::gn-
tianity to social life, on the radica fon:
demnation of social L_mnghteous "
and demand for the‘rlghteousn(e}s_?ho_
Christ in social relations. The i(]:e %
dox Church supports social se_:rg‘ =2
Christian Churches and confes_s:tose,With
so far as she can, she cooperate

in this sphere. . 0
th?er tllrlle decis?ions pf the' ‘T'}llgé:dwﬁifd
Council Conference it says: o W
Council of Churches as the ?_rg ot ifs
member-Churches is conducting,

the framework of th?; ?e?ranlnéiisaslioogugg
Faith and Order, multila in the field of

X i_faceted activity,
g-'sarllnglilalltilzzfation, diakonia, i?e?lxtﬁresi?:g\i:)cues,
theological ~education, lnir‘?tst racism,
dialogue, the struggle gga' Is of peace
the deve’lopme”t pt fhe 18- cial needs
and justice, answers the slirf(::urld today
of the Churches a“d- .tth‘ joint wit-
and creates a possibility Ol;ig\' Church
ness and activity. The Qi activily of
ap ;r(}(:iaies this e’.(tenSIV? amework of
thel- WCC, and within thera';ss fully in
her potentialities CO?PIZS,,
the above-mentioned i is not a social

However Christianity not social
religion, Its foundation 4
andbmoral, put mys

Burying in oblivion the healthy mysti-
cal side of Christianity, its concentra-
tion on eternity, cannot lead the ecume-
nical movement to genuine ecclesiasti-
cal unity. The unity of Christendom
will be achieved not through social ser-
vice, but only by activizing the spiri-
tual life within Christian Churches and
confessions. Unity is impossible with-
out the regeneration of spiritual life,
which, in the recent centuries, has great-
ly weakened under the influence of
rationalism.

The Pre-Council Conference has
drawn attention to new factors which
have appeared in the ecumenical move-
ment, above all to the ordination of
women. “The Orthodox Church,” it says
in the decisions of the conference, “is
aware of the fact that the ecumenical
movement is taking new forms, in order
to answer the new conditions and coun-
ter the new challenges of the modern
world. On this path the creative contri-
bution and witness of the Orthodox
Church, based on Apostolic Tradition
and her faith, are necessary. We pray
that all Christian Churches may work
together to draw nearer the day when
the Lord will fulfil the hope of Chur-
ches, that there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd (Jn. 10. 16)".

The ground for Christian unity may
be prepared by human activity and the
directing of human will. And Christians
must do everything towards this. But
unity itself will not be achieved by
human efforts. It will be attained
through the action of the Holy Spirit
when the time arrives for it.

Metropolitan FILARET of Kiev and Galich,
Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine
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Celebration to Mark the Name-Day of His Holiness

Patriarch MAKSIM of

On February 3, 1987, the Feast of
St. Maximos the Confessor, there was
a celebration at the Bulgarian Church
Metochion in Moscow to mark the
name-day of His Holiness Patriarch
Maksim of Bulgaria. With the blessing
of His Holiness Patriarch Pimen of
Moscow and All Russia, Divine Litur-
gy was celebrated by Archbishop Mefo-
diy of Voronezh and Lipetsk, Head of
the Economic Management of the Mos-
cow Patriarchate. He was assisted by
the dean of the metochion, Archimand-
rite Gavriil, Representative of the Pa-
iriarch of Bulgaria to the Patriarch of
Moscow; Archpriest Leonid Kuzminov,
Secretary of the Economic Management,
and the metochion clergy.

The Liturgy was followed by a mole-

Bulgaria in Moscow

ben for the good health and long life
of His Holiness Patriarch Maksim with
the participation of Archimandrite Ni-
phon, Representalive of the Patriarch
of Antioch to the Patriarch of Moscow
and dean of the Antiochene Church
Metochion in Moscow.

Then a reception was given for the
participants in the celebrations which
was attended by the Deputy Chairman
of the Council for Religious Affairs of
the USSR Council of Ministers,
E. E. Milovanov, and First Secretaries
of the Bulgarian Embassy in Moscow,
Georgy Ponev and Miroslav Ivanov.

Archimandrite GAVRIIL,

_ Dean of the
Bulgarian Church Metochion in Moscow

Metropolitan PANKRATIY of Stara Zagora Tumns Sixty

On December 14, 1986, the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church solemnly celebrated
the 60th birthday of Metropolitan Pan-
kratiy of Stara Zagora, Head of the
Department for Ecumenical and Peace
Activities and Inter-Church Ties of the
Holy Synod, outstanding Orthodox
hierarch, ecumenist and peace cham-
pion. _ )

Metropolitan ~ Pankratiy (secular
name Pencho Donchev) was born in the
village of Zimnitsa (now Stara Zagora
Region) on December 14, 1926. From
childhood he felt a vocation for the
Church. Upon finishing primary school,
he entered the Plovdiv Theological Se-
minary and in 1947 was enrolled in the
Theological Faculty of Sofia University
(reorganized into the St Kliment of
Ohrid Theological Academy in 1950).
On February 15, 1949, while still a stu-
dent, he took monastic vows and was
assumed into the fraternity of the Bach-
kovo monastery. On September 21 of
{he same year he was ordained hiero-
deacon. On September 18, 1952, upon
graduation from the Theological Aca-
Hemy, he was nrdainfe_cl hieromonk. On
September 1, 1954, Hieromonk Pankra-
i'jy was appointed protosynkellos of the
Giara Zagora Metropolitanate. In 1957,
he was raised to the rank of archimand-
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rite. In 1964-1965, he studied the acti-
vities of various ecumenical centres and
had language practice in Lausanne and
Geneva.

On December 18, 1966, Archimandri-
te Pankratiy, with the blessing of His
Holiness Patriarch Kirill and by a de-
cision of the Holy Synod, was consecra-
ted Bishop of Velitsa, Vicar of the
Stara Zagora Metropolitanate. On July
12, 1967, Bishop Pankratiy was elected
Mctropol@ian of Stara Zagora. In 1971
Metrop_olltan Pankratiy was appointed
head of the Department for Ecumenical
and Peace Activities and Inter-Church

Ties of the Holy Synod of t

j he Bulgarian
Patriarchate. In this post, he has contri-

buted in every possible way to the pro-
motion and “consolidation of sisterly
relations between the Orthodox Chur-
ches and to the expansion of ecumenical
contacts  with non-Orthodox Churches
and has established a reputation as a
dedicated peace champion through his
work with various peace organizations,
hot_h national and international. Metro-
politan Pankratiy represented the Bul-
garian Orthodox Church at various
inter-Orthodox meetings held in prepa-
ration for the Holy and Great Council
of the Orthodox Church. In particular,
he headed the Bulgarian delegation at

His Holiness Patria
afltser Divine Liturg
1986. From leit

is Holiness
Dragovitsa, Hﬁegopolita“

y in

i -Orthodox
i Pre—Counml Pan %
glfnfe?égi in November lgﬁ?éeHSf l;he
been on the Central Comm iee of e

Council of Churches fl e 1376
w\P]\I;'mllg ir?ence pankratiy 18 € d;n Lt
ihiesloég] Committee for Euiop‘f p e
i eration in Star 78,
titys and CIp and a member

1 i e, s
the centre of his %gﬁiz Committee. He

of the National o Committee of
orking >
El‘las b%er.‘ ggnth%efce Confeygnf—‘? :11;155
15?{26 ;fd CpC Vice-Presi en
1985. {iy has often
? pankratly
Metropolitan, . {%"pussian Orihodox
%el.?n ? glilsiting this cqunth aa accom-
b urcfl,cx;luFCh dele{"’ratmnst ?;rch Mak-
b His Holiness Patri: address-
panying |oaria In his quhg iy
sim of Bu gl?taﬂ- pankratiy ¥111\eaof e
es Metropo the vital importailt-Russian
emphasizes te "0 veen the _
ties e iox Churches, ties

%rrtrll)on faith, the kinship

centuries-olc
and Bulgarian
rooted in the €0

rch Maksim of Bulgaria bestowing a blessing upon the congregation

the St. Aleksandr Nevsky Cathedral in Sofia, December 14,
:vhi: Metropolitan Pankratiy of Stara Zagora, Bishop loann of
to righ patriarch Maksim, Metropolitan Nikodim of Lvov and Ternopol,
Filaret of Vidin, Metropolitan Grigoriy of Lovech

of language and culture, and unity in
Slavdom.

The metropolitan’s ecclesiastical and
public activities have earned him many
decorations, including the Order of Si.
Vladimir, Ist Class, awarded by the
Russian Church.

£ & #

With the blessing of His Holiness
Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All
Russia, Metropolitan Nikodim of Lvov
and Ternopol and Father Vitaliy Zhukov
arrived in Sofia on December 12, 1986,
for Metropolitan Pankratiy’s birthday.

On the day of the occasion, Decem-
ber 14, Metropolitan Pankratiy celebra-
ted Divine Liturgy at the St. Aleksandr
Nevsky Patriarchal Cathedral in Sofia,
assisted by Metropolitans Nikodim of
Lvov and Ternopol, and Ioannikiy of
Sliven, Bishops Ioann of Dragovitsa
(Dean of the cathedral) and Grigoriy
of Constantia, Vicar of the Stara Zago-
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ra Metropolitanate, the clergy of the ca-
thedral and of the Stara Zagora diocese.
His Holiness Patriarch Maksim and
other leading hierarchs of the Bulgarian
Church prayed at the sanctuary. At the
close of the service Patriarch Maksim
wished Metropolitan Pankratiy many
happy returns of the day. There follow-
ed a ceremony at the Synodal Cham-
ber, adjoining the Patriarchal Cathe-
dral, at which His Holiness Maksim
handed Metropolitan Pankratiy the Or-
der of St. Ioann of Rila, 1st Class, the
high award of the Bulgarian Church.

Lubomir Popov, Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister and Chairman of the Committee
for the Affairs of the Bulgarian Ortho-
dox Church and Religious Cults, read
out a message of greetings by Foreign
Minister Peter Mladenov and congratu-
lated Metropolitan Pankratiy on a high
government award, the Order of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria, Ist
Class.

On behalf of His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen of Moscow and All Russia, Me-
tropolitan Nikodim of Lvov and Terno-
pol wished His Eminence Metropolitan
Pankratiy many happy returns of the
day, read out a ukase by Patriarch
Pimen awarding Metropolitan Pankra-
tiy the Order of St. Sergiy of Radonezh,
1st Class, and handed him the order.
He also read out a message of greetings
from Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk and
Byelorussia, Head of the Department of
External Church Relations of the Mos-
cow Paltriarchate.

Metropolitan Kallinik of Vratsa read
out the congratulatory messages recei-
ved from His Beatitude Patriarch Teoc-
tist of Romania, General Secretary of
the World Council of Churches the Rev,
Dr. Emilio Castro, General Secretary of
the Christian Peace Conference the Rev.
Dr. Lubomir Mifejovsky, General Secre-
tary of the Conference of European
Churches Dr. Glen G. Williams, and
other Church leaders.

On December 16 the guests from the
Russian Church were welcomed by
Bishop Nestor of Smolyan, Father Su-
perior of the Rila Monastery, an ancient
shrine of the Bulgarian Church, and the
brethren. In the Cathedral Church of
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin,
where the relics of St. Ioann of Rila
(T 946) are enshrined, Metropolitan Ni-
kodim celebrated Divine Liturgy, with
the blessing of His Holiness Patriarch
Maksim, assisted by the brethren.

In the evening of the same day Metro-
politan Pankratiy gave a farewell sup-
per in honour of the representatives of
the Russian Orthodox Church who had
arrived for the celebration of his 60th
birthday. His Eminence Metropolitan
Pankratiy of Stara Zagora requested
them to convey to His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen his filial gratitude for the high
honour bestowed on him and said he
would continue to do everything in his
power for the expansion and consolida-
tion of the close ties existing between
our Churches and peoples.

On December 12, the representative
of the Russian Church, Metropolitan Nji-
kodim, paid an official visit o His Ho-
liness Patriarch Maksim of Bulgaria.
He conveyed to the Patriarch the bro-
therly greetings and best wishes from
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen.

On December 13, the representatives
of the Russian Church visited the St.
Nicholas Podvorye Church of the Mos-
cow Patriarchate in Sofia and the Sofia
Theologicgl Academy. On December 15,
accompanied by Bishop Grigoriy of
Constantia, they made a trip to the Sta-
ra Zagora Diocese and visited the Con-
vent of the Presentation of the Blessed
Vlrgm'm the Temple in Kazanlik, the
memorial Church of the Nativity of
ghnlia‘l ncl%ar 1'|\]";e village of Shipka™ and
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Metropolitan FILARET of Minsk and Byelorussia —
Doctor of Theology “Honoris Causa”
of the John Amos Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague
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Slovakia Vicent Macovsky and his
deputy, Dr. Milica Novakova; repre-
sentative of the Czechoslovak Commu-
nist Party for Ecclesiastical Affairs
FrantiSek Cinoldr; USSR Embassy
Secretary 1. V. Blinov, and other per-
sons. After the conversation, Canon
Zdenek Adler and Prof. Karol Gabris
gave a reception in honour of Metro-
politan Filaret.

Metropolitan Filaret and his party
visited the Podvorye of the Russian
Orthodox Church in Karlovy Vary. Its
dean, Bishop Vladimir of Podolsk, fa-
miliarized His Eminence Filaret with
the restoration work in progress at the
Church of Sts. Peter and Paul the
Chief Apostles in connection with the
forthcoming celebration, on July 12,
1987, of the 90th anniversary of its
consecration. The dean gave a supper
in honour of Metropolitan Filaret.

On November 25, His Eminence
Filaret, accompanied by Bishop Vladi-
mir and Hieromonk Serafim, paid a
visit to the Secretariat for Ecclesiasti-
cal ~ Affairs of the Ministry of
Culture of the Czech Lands, where he
was received by* secretariat director
FrantiSek Jelinek and his deputy, Jo-
sef Golub. V. Macovsky, Dr. M. Nova-
kova and others took part in the con-
versation. The metropolitan thanked
Dr. Jelinek for the friendly attitude
and consideration displayed by the
ministry and the material aid it was
giving for the restoration and cons-
truction work under way at the Church
of the Russian Orthodox podvorye in
Karlovy Vary. FrantiSek Jelinek ~com-
mented with satisfaction on the closer
contacts formed between the Churches
of Czechoslovakia and the Russian
Orthodox Church since the opening of
the podvorye. These contacts were
enabling the representatives of the two
Churches to combine their efforts in
promoting peace on Earth. The Mi-
nistry of Culture would therefore con-
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tinue to do everything to ensure that
the podvorye of the Russian Orthodox
Church should flourish and its dean feel
at home among his iriends in Czechoslo-
vakia.

Metropolitan Filaret took part in the
celebration of the 15th anniversary of
Pacem in Terris peace organization in
the Czech Lands. The festive session
was opened by the Head of the Czech
branch, Canon Vaclav Javiarek. There
followed an address by the CSR De-
puty Minister of Culture, Dr. Josef
Svager. His Eminence Filaret, in his
speech, congratulated the organization
on its jubilee and wished it success in
its work to maintain world peace and
rid mankind of the menace of nuclear
catastrophe.

On the same day, a solemn meeting
was held at the John Amos Comenius
Theological Faculty in Prague at
which Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk
and Byelorussia, Head of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relatlions of
the Moscow Patriarchate, was presen-
ted a diploma of Doctor of Theology
honoris causa. Present at the assembly
hall of the theological facully were
seniors and pastors of the Church of
Czech Brethren led by Synodal Senior
Dr. Milan Hajek; professors, lectu-
rers and students of the theological
faculty; representatives of the Cze-
choslovak Orthodox Church, led by
His Beatitude Metropolitan Dorotej of
Prague and All Czechoslovakia and
Bishop loann of Michalovee; the Dean
of the Podvorye of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church in Karlovy Vary, Bishop
Viadimir of Podolsk; also the Prima-
{es and representatives of other Chur-
ches in Czechoslovakia—the Patriarch
of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church,
Dr. Miroslav Novak; the General Bi-
shop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Slovakia, Dr. Jan Michalko;
pacem in Terris Chairman and Dean
oif the Theological Faculty of the Ro-
man Catholic Church in Litoméfice
Canon Prof. Dr. Frantisek Vymétal;
Dean  of the Orthodox Theological
Faculty in Presov Archpriest Prof. Dr.
Stefan Pruzinsky; Dean of the John
[1uss Theological Faculty in Prague
{he Rev. Prof. Dr. ‘_-\-1_1]a11 Salajka; mo-
derators of the J{}!Ilhl Peace Commit-
{oe of Czechoslovakia's Churches Ca-
pon Zdenek Adler and Prof. Dr. Karol
Gabris; Head of the Czechoslovak
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Unitarians Dr. Dusan Kafka; Head of
the Church of Brethren the Rev. Dr.
J. Urban.

The audience further included the
Director of the CSSR Government’s
Secretariat for Ecclesiastical Affairs
Dr. Vladimir Janki; the Director of
the  Secretariat for Ecclesiastical
Affairs of the CSR Ministry of Culture
Dr. FrantiSek Jelinek and his deputy,
Josef Golub; the General Director of
the  Secretariat for  Ecclesiastical
Affairs of the Ministry of Culture of
Slovakia Vicent Macovsky and his
deputy, Dr. Milica Novakova; Coun-
sellor Envoy of the USSR Embassy
I. A. Cherkasov and embassy secretary
I. V. Blinov, and others.

The conferment ceremony began
with a prayer. The Dean of the John
Amos Comenius Theological Faculty,
Prof. Dr. Josel Smolik, opened the sitt-
ing. He announced the decision of
the Theological Faculty Council to
confer the degree of Doctor of The-
ology honoris causa on Metropolitan
Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia and
warmly greeted Metropolitan Filaret
and all those present.

Prof. Dr. Milan Opocensky read out
Metropolitan Filaret's curriculum wvi-
tae, giving a high appraisal of his
archpastoral, theological, ecumenical
and peace activities. On the dean’s
proposal, the conferral and the presen-
tation of the doctoral diploma was
performed by pro-dean Prof. Dr. Pavel
Filippi. In keeping with tradition, he
read out in Latin the conferment rules
and the new doctor’s obligations to-
wards the theological faculty, and
then presented the diploma of Doctor
of Theology to His Eminence Filaret.

The doctoral hymn was played on
the organ.

Metropolitan  Filaret delivered his
doctoral speech, entitled “Problems of
the Formation of Russian National
Seli-Consciousness in Connection with
the Baptism of Russ”.

Speaking on behali of the Theologi-
cal Facully, Prof. J. Smolik warmly
congratulated the new doctor of theo-
logy. He wished Vladyka Filaret
further success in promofing sisterly
ccumenical contacts hetween the Chur-
ches of Czechoslovakia and the Soviet
Union.  He stated with satisfaction
that over the last few years the John
Amos  Comenius Theological Faculty
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in Prague had conferred the degree of
Doctor of Theology honorts catsa on
several eminent hierarchs of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, who formed a
valuable addition to the_faculty. Dr.
Smolik said the Theological Faculty
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their {rust that the sisterly contacts
with the Russian Orthodox Church
would contribute to the further draw-
ing together of all the forces wor-
king to maintain peace on Earth.
Acknowledging the congratulations,
Metropolitan Filaret thanked the dean,
Proi. Dr. Josef Smolik, the professors
and the lecturers of the John Amos
Comenius Theological Faculty for con-
ferring on him the high degree of Doc-
tor of Theology honoris causa. He ex-
pressed his profound gratitude to Dr.
Vladimir Jank(l and other Czechoslo-
vak government representatives for
their congratulations, for the attention
they had given him and for their par-
ticipation in the conferral ceremony.
He also thanked all the speakers who
had addressed words of greeting to
him. The Metropolitan said he valued
highly the ecumenical and peace acti-
vities of Czechoslovakia's religious
workers and expressed the hope that
in oifering up ecumenical prayers and
multiplying their joint endeavours for
disarmament and the preservation of
world peace the members of the Cze-
choslovak Churches and the Russian
Orthodox Church would be inspired by
a still greater sense of responsibility.
On November 26, His Beatitude
Metropolitan Dorotej of Prague and
All Czechoslovakia and Members of
the Holy Synod of the Czechoslovak
Orthodox Church gave a luncheon for
Metropolitan Filaret, after which Met-
ropolitan Filaret attended an enlarged
session of the Committee of Czechoslo-
vak Religious Workers. It was chaired
by moderators Canon Zdenek Adler
and Prof. K. Gabris. The latter opened
the proceedings. He greeted all com-
mittee members and the guests who
had come to Prague for the enlarged
session. An inspiration to the assem-
bly, he said, was the presence of His
Eminence  Metropolitan  Filaret of
Minsk and Byelorussia, Chairman of
the Public Commission of the Soviet
Peace Committee for Contacts with
Religious Circles for Peace.
Metropolitan  Filaret thanked the
moderators  and committee members
for the invitation to attend the ses-
sion and gave a detailed account of
the activities of the public commission
he heads. There followed addresses by
the Primate of the Roman Catholic
Church in the Czech Lands Frantidek

65



Tomaéasek, His Beatitude Metropolitan
Dorotej, Dr. V. Jankt, Patriarch Miro-
slav Novak and many others. The
speakers dealt with the aclivities of
the CPC, the WCC, the Regional Com-
mittee of the Christian Churches of
Czechoslovakia, the Ecumenical Coun-
cil of Churches in Czechoslovakia and
the Pacem in Terris organization.
Cardinal Tomasek gave an account of
the days of peace prayers held in
Assisi, Dr. Janki spoke about the
Reykjavik meeting between General
Secretary of the CPSU Central Com-
mittee Mikhail Gorbachev and US
President Ronald Reagan.

On the same day Metropolitan Fila-
ret, accompanied by Bishop Vladimir
and Hieromonk Serafim, was received
by Dr. Matej Lacan, Deputy Chair-
man of the CSSR Government. Dr.
V. Janki, Counsellor-Envoy of the
USSR Embassy 1. A. Cherkasov and
Embassy Secretary I. V. Blinov took
part in the conversation. Matej Liadan
congratulated Metropolitan Filaret on
the high degree of Doctor of Theology
and expressed his satisfaction at the
fact that the Russian Orthodox
Church, with her great experience of
working for world peace, was inspi-
ring the Churches of Czechoslovakia
to follow her example in spreading
peace among people. Metropolitan
Filaret thanked Dr. Liac¢an for the
congratulation and said that sprea-
ding peace among people was the duty
of every Church.

Then the Metropolitan visited the
USSR Embassy, where he was recei-
ved by Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary V. P. Lomakin. Coun-
sellor-Envoy I. A. Cherkasov, Coun-
sellor V. N. Filippov and Embassy
Secretary 1. V. Blinov took part in the

conversation.  Metropolitan  Filaret
described in detail the programme of
the festivities for the approaching
Millennium of the Baptism of Russ.

In the evening Dr. Vladimir Jankt
and staif members of the CSSR Go-
vernment’s Secretariat for Ecclesiasti-
cal Aifairs gave a supper in honour
of Metropolitan Filaret. USSR Embas-
sy Counsellor-Envoy 1. S. Cherkasov
and Embassy Secretary 1. V. Blinov
attended.

'On November 27, the General
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Slovakia, Chairman of the
Ecumenical Council of the Churches
of Czechoslovakia Dr. Jan Michalko
and Chairman of the CPC Regional
Committee in Czechoslivakia the Rev.
Proi. Dr. M. Salajka gave a luncheon
for His Eminence Filaret. The General
Bishop Jan Michalko told him about
the work of the Ecumenical Council
he heads. Prof. Salajka spoke about
the activities of the Regional Commit-
tee. Metropolitan Filaret thanked them
for the information and described the
preparations for the Millennium of the
Baptism of Russ. :

On the same day, Metropolitan Fi-
laret, accompanied by Hieromonk Se-
rafim, left for Moscow. He was seen
off at the airport by His Beatitude
Metropolitan  Dorotej, Bishop Vladi-
mir, Protopresbyter Jaroslav Suvars-
ky, Canon Zdenek Adler, Prof. K. Gab-
ric, and Prof. Josef Smolik. Deputy
Director of the CSSR Government’s
Secretariat for Ecclesiastical Affairs
M. Mikulkova, secretariat staff mem-
ber V. Sokolov and Secretary of the
USSR Embassy I. V. Blinov also ca-

me to the airport to bid farew
the -Metropolitz}m. o farewell 10

Bishop VLADIMIR of Podolsk

A Visit to Theological Schools in the United States

In response to an invitation by the
National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the USA, a delegation of
teachers and students of the Russian
Orthodox Church theological schools
visited the United States from Novem-
per 9 to December 6, 1986.

The delegation was headed by Arch-
priest  Prof. Vladimir  Sorokin of the
Leningrad Theological Academy, Dean
of St. Nicholas and the Epiphany
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Cathedral in Leningrad. Members of
the delegation included Archimandrite
Docent Tannuariy of the Chair of New
Testament Studies and Secretary of the
Leningrad Theological Academy Coun-
cil; Archpriest Viktor Petlyuchenko, As-
sistant to the exarch of the Alexandrian
Patriarch, Dean of the Alexandrian
Church Metochion in Odessa and tea-
cher at the Odessa Theological Semi-
nary; Hegumen Makariy, teacher at the
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Seminary; Proto-

ical
Moscow Theologica oein of the Holy
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logical schools of the Russian Orthodox Church at the Episcopal
Bi%?r:ity School, Cambridge, Mass., December 1, 1986 piscop

vely of theological school teachers and
students has made such a visit.

The goal of the trip was to afford
both parties the opportunity to familia-
rize themselves with theological educa-
tion, ecclesiastical and liturgical life in
the Russian Orthodox Church and the
Christian Churches of the United Sta-
tes, and to exchange information on
matters of mutual interest.

During their 26-day stay in the Uni-
ted States the representatives of the
Moscow Patriarchate’s  theological
schools visited 12 theological semina-
ries, 9 theological schools and colleges
and 6 centres of education. During the-
se visits the delegation members met
with more than 6,000 professors, tea-
chers, administrative personnel and stu-
dents. Most of the theological institu-
tions were Protestant, with only a few
Catholic_and Orthodox schools repre-
sented. The delegates also had exten-
sive contacts with American Christians
during services at large churches on
Sundays and feast days, when visiting
cathedrals, churches or in day-to-day
meetings. The Americans were particu-
larly interested in the fact that Ortho-
dox women from the USSR were also
part of the delegation. Not a meeting
took place without someone raising
questions about the life of women in
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the USSR and their participation in
church activities.

During its stay in the USA the dele-
gation visited New York, Washington,
Atlanta, Chicago, Boston and Prince-
ton. The trip began in New York. The
delegation’s travelling guide was the
Rev. Donald Nead, a representative of
the NCCC and campus pastor of the
University Church at Purdue Univer-
sity in West Lafayette, Indiana. Prof.
Bruce Rigdon of the McCormick Theo-
logical Seminary in Chicago and Pro-
todeacon Michael Roshak of the Auto-
cephalous Orthodox Church in America,
an NCCC staff member and Director
of the Europe/USSR Oiiice, together
saw to the implementation of the pro-
gramme that had been drawn up earlier.

The delegation arrived in New York
on November 9. They were met at the
airport by Michael Roshak, and flew
on immediately to Washington. Awai-
ting them there were Prof. Bruce Rig-
don, Dr. Richard Reid, Rector of the
Virginia Episcopal Theological School;
the Rev. Churchill Gibson, chaplain of
the seminary church; Martha Horpe,
assistant rector, and a number of stu-
dents. From the airport they travelled
by car to the Washington suburb of
Alexandria, Virginia, where they were
housed at the Episcopal Theological
School. The institution opened its doors
in 1823. George Washington lived not
far from the seminary and attended a
church nearby; a monument has been
erected there to the first president
(1789-1797).

Students of all ages study at the
seminary. Among them is even an
admiral.

On November 10, after visiting the
seminary buildings and the library, a
discussion was held with teachers and
students on the topies: “Anglican-
Orthodox Relations” and “The Ecume-
nical  Activity of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church”. Addressing the first
topic, seminary Prof. M. Newman noted
the positive impact of Orthodoxy on the
Anglican liturgy. She also spoke of the
Fellowship of Saint Alban and Saint

Sergius, which, in the 60 years that it
ljas been carrying out its ecumenical
mission, has played an important role

in the development of relations between
the Anglican Church and the Russian

Orthodox  Church. Working together
within the framework of the WCC, she
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remarked, has also improved mutual
understanding. She acknowledged,
however, that the ordination of women
in the Anglican Church has proved
detrimental to mutual understanding
even among some Anglican Churches.

During the service which followed
the discussion the delegation members
sang Praise ye the name of the Lord
and the Lord’s Prayer,

In the afternoon the delegates visi-
ted the Washington Theological Consor-
tium and the Catholic University of
America in Washington. The consortium
brings together 10 theological schools.
Thanks to the coordinating activities of
this institution students from the parti-
cipating theological schools can attend
lectures and use the library facilities
of each other’s institutions. Consortium
Director Daniel Martensen, a well-
known ecumenical figure, gave a warm
welcome to the guests and told them
about the consortium’s activities. Dur-
ing the open, friendly comversation that
followed he spoke with great warmth
about his numerous meetings with Rus-
sian Orthodox theologians and church
workers. Close to fiity consortium staff
members took part in the discussion.

Later that day the delegation visi-
ted St. Dominic’s Catholic Research
Cenire. They were received by Brother
Carlton Jones, director of the centre,
who informed them of its activities and
took them on a tour of the national Ca-
tholic Shrine—the Church of the Imma-
culate Conception. Here the delegation
members sang “Rejoice, O Mother of
God and Maiden”. The construction of
the church was completed in 1959.
A prominent feature of the interior de-
cor are the mosaics, among which is
one depicting sessions of the Second
Vatican Council with Pope John XXIII
presiding; pictured among the Orthodox
observers at the Council is Archpriest
(now Protopresbyter) Vitaliy Borovoi,
representing  the Russian = Orthodox
Church. The members of the delegation
sang the kontakion “To Thee, O Mo-
ther of God, victorious Leader of
triumphant hosts!”,

The (1}‘Iegaliorl visited {he Catholic
Oblate College, whose students include
a considerable number of Latin Ame-
ricans. In their falk with the college
rector, Dr. Richard Murphy, they spoke
about the life of Hmnlog':ical ‘schools
of the Russian Orthodox Church.
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he found himself uncomfortable among
the Quakers. It is this splendor, he un-
derscored, that attracts Americans to
Orthodoxy.

During the worship service which
followed the members of the delegation
sang a number of Orthodox hymns, and
at the end of the service “Many Years”
was sung to the peoples of both na-
tions.

During the second half of the day the
delegation toured the Capitol, Senate
and House of Representatives, and the
National Air and Space Museum.

The same day the delegation visited
the St. Nicholas Cathedral of the Auto-
cephalous Orthodox Church of America.
The cathedral is of recent construction,
but is built in the style of 12th-century
Vladimir architecture. After a brief
moleben, the Dean, Archpriest Dimitry
Grigorieff, who took part in the Kiev
Study Church Conference held in July
of 1986 in preparation for the Millen-
nium of the Baptism of Russ celebra-
tions, gave a warm  welcome {o the
guests from the Russian Orthodox theo-
logical schools.  Archpriest Vladimir
Sorokin noted in his response that the
Akathistos to St. Nicholas is sung
weekly at the St. Nicholas Cathedral
in Leningrad, and conveyed the best
wishes of his congregation to Orthodox
Americans.

That evening the delegation visited
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the Washington Episcopal Cathedral of
Sts. Peter and Paul. Construction of
the cathedral was begun in 1907, and
is scheduled to be completed in 1990.
It is built in the 14th-century Gothic
style. Charles Perry, rector of the ca-
thedral, told the guests about the activi-
ties of the parish. School-age children
are taught the religious fundamentals
here, and clergy gather periodically for
continuing instruction in pastoral care.
The cathedral conducts a number of
programmes, conducting Bible study
groups, for example, and hosting ten to
fifteen conferences per year. A confe-
rence is soon to be convened on the

forthcoming celebration of the Millen-
nium of the Baptism of Russ. The
cathedral’s contribution to the celebra-
tion of this great historical event will
be the organization of a concert of Rus-
sian Orthodox hymns performed by the
cathedral choral society numbering so-
me 200 people. Among the numerous
high reliefs inside the cathedral on the
eastern side are figures of Princess St.
Olga, Equal to the Apostles, Enlighte-
ner of the Russian Land, and His Holi-
ness Patriarch Nikon of Moscow and
All Russia (1652-1667).

Hegumen MAKARIY, MTS teacher

(To be continued)

Ecumenical Prayer

A traditional ecumenical prayer was
held in Moscow on January 30, 1987,
in the Church of All Saints in Sokol.
Its theme were the words of an apostle
Paul If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature (2 Cor. 5. 17).

Participating in the ecumenical ser-
vice on behalf of the Russian Orthodox
Church were: Bishop Feofan of Kashira,
Protopresbyter Vitaliy Borovoi, thg re-
presentatives of the synodal institutions,
theological schools, the parlshl‘oners of
the church. There sang a choir of the
Moscow Theological Academy condu-
cted by Hieromonk Nikifor.

articipatin in it also were: on
be]ﬁ)alf opf theg Antiochene Orthodox
Church, the representative of ‘the Pa-
triarch of Antioch to the Patriarch of
Moscow, Archimandrite Niphor}, Dean
oi the Antiochene metochlorl_ in Mos-
cow; on behalf of the Bulgarian Ortho-
dox Church, the representative of the
Patriarch of Bulgaria to the Pfgatrrarch
of Moscow Archimandrite Gavriil, Dean
of the Bulgarian metochion in Moscow;
on behalf of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, Archimandrite T]ran, Rector of
an Armenian church in Moscow; on
behalf of the Roman Catholic Church,
Father Stanislas Majeika, Rector of
st. Louis Church in Mogcow; on behalf
of the All-Union Council of the Evan-
welical Christians-Baptists, V. G. Ku-
likov, the editor of the Brethren Mes-
senger journal, and G. A, Sergeyenko,
;lc,sistant to the senior presbyter in the
RSFSR; on behalf of the Seventh-Day
A dventists, the Rev. P. G. Panchenko,
Zj]mirman of the Seventh-Day Adven-
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tists Church of the RSFSR central
region.

The Rev. Hans-Peter Friedrich and
Catholic Father Woligang Offermanns
from the FRG Embassy and Catholic
Father Norman Meikléjohn from the
USA Embassy took parf in the ecume-
nical prayer too.

The service was led by Protopresby-
ter Vitaliy Borovoi. In his introductory
speech he spoke about the feeling of
shame and repentance which over-
whelms him when praying for unity of
Christians for the words are not pro-
ved by the deeds: we, Christians, in our
prayer are pleading for unity though,
at the same time, we do too little for its
realization. The common cause of the
defence of peace surely serves the pur-
pose of unification buf it’s not enough.
Each Christian should make steps
towards unity,

With the exclamation
of the Father, and of th
the Holy Spirit” Father Vitaliy began
the order of ecumenical prayer, worked
out by the World Council of Churches
together with the Roman Catholic Sec-
retariat for Promoting Christian Unity.
This order was established historically:
for the first time the movement to con-
duct the prayers to the Holy Spirit with
the call for All-Christian unity emerged
in the protestant circles in Scotland in
1740. Such prayings began to be
widely spread among the Christians
after 1930, when a Catholjc priest from
Lions Abbot Paul Kutfiryg, an inspired
preacher of Christian unity, had put for-

ward an idea of yearly Christian
prayers.

“In the Name
e Son, and of

in the Church of All Saints at Sokol, Moscow, January 30, 1987
enical prayer 1
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THEOLOGY

Interpretation of Divine Liturgy

by St. Maximos the Confessor
Theological Aspect

From the title of St. Maximos’s work
it is obvious that it is a guide to recall
{o mind the Sacrament which, accord-
ing to the Holy Father, “has time as its
natural destroyer... and requires a
means of renewal... the power inherent
in the word—to preserve the memory
invariable and inexhaustible”. Writing
this guide St. Maximos notes that he
will not be repeating the work of St.
Dionysios the Areopagite, the Ecclesias-
tical Hierarchy, “although the symbols
relating to the Holy Sacrament of Gath-
ering” (Chap. 24) in essence speak of
this.

St. Maximos followed the path of in-
terpreting the Sacrament through the
liturgical service of the Church, assert-
ing that “the Holy Church bears the
image and likeness of God because of
which she possesses the same elficacy”.
The image carries the energy of the
Prototype, this is the basic point of de-
parture of St. Maximos’s argument. And
by this tenet in the given work he anti-
cipates the decisions taken at the
Seventh Ecumenical Council, although
he is better known as the saint who in-
fluenced the acts of the Sixth Ecumenic-
al Council. According to the well-known
Catholic patrologist, Prof. Ch. Schon-
born, to St. Maximos the Confessor “we
owe the greatest Christological synthe-
sis in the Early Church”. But he was
not only “a speculative theologian”,
but one of the “greatest knowers of
mysteries” and instructors of spiritual
life (Lebemeister) in the Christian
East!. All this helped St. Maximos the
Confessor to expound clearly the teach-
ing on love as an “icon of God”, which
exerted a great influence on all subse-
quent Orthodox theory of iconoduly?
The Christological synthesis realized by
St. Maximos played a special role in
(his, for well known are the indissoluble
{ies binding the questions ol icons and
ihe dogma of the Incarnation, which was
<iressed by all Orthodox iconodulists ®.
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The abolition of the image leads to
the loss of the energy of the Prototype.
Therefore, the theology of St. Maximos
was particularly important for the
Church during the iconoclastic contro-
versies when it was necessary to defend
the frontiers of Orthodox Faith from
Mohammedanism which was gathering
strength; the latter did not recognize
any interpretation of the personalities
of sainis in images and weakened the
theological principles of Orthodoxy
through the infiltration of heretical
teachings.

According to St. Maximos, just as in
creation God providentially joins and
transforms men, raising them {o the
source solely through union with Him-
self and thereby with each other, thus
too the Holy Church of God grants
men, in conformity with their faith, “a
single, simple and unbreakable bond,
forming one body, worthy of Christ
Himself™.

~ Discoursing on the meaning of the
liturgical sacrament and its expression
in the Eucharistic gathering of the
faithiul, presenting a true image of the
Church as the “icon of God”, St. Maxi-
mos blazes the path for the decision of

the ecclesiological problems, answering
the question: “What is the (fhurch?e‘]:l C

~ In essence Chapter 2 and the follow-
ing chapters give a catechetical inter-
pretation of what the Holy Church is
a%'c_tlirld}'ng to the Creed: “visible and in-
visible™,

By commenting upon the
;]wrch. _by reveflinzr the sggrrgfl C{fhitfl];
in the liturgical acts, it is shown that
“the church is the sanctuary in poten-
tiality in as much as the sacred rite
spreads to it too when the mystical act
rises to its apex. And, vice versa. the
sanctuary is the church because the
mystical act really originates there”
(see Chap. 2). By this St. Maximos ex-
presses the idea of the integrily of the

Church through her two components,
analogous to the two natures of Christ.
“And the image of the being of the
Church not-made-by-hand is wisely re-
vealed through that of the one 1}1agle-by-
hand: the Heavenly world in it 1s'the
sanctuary, dedicated to higher powers,
and the earthly world, correspoud_mg to
those whose lot is sensual life, is th(;
church proper.... Those capable o
[spiritual] vision find the entire ((:iogmz-
able world mysteriously impresse upm}
the whole sensual world by means ol
symbolical images. All the sensua
world under spiritual speculation ap-
pears to be contained in the entire cog-
nizable world, which can be E?mp;'}?—
hended thanks to [ideas] logoi™. This
counterposing of ideas and 1mag_es,tr_:ar-
ried over to the plan of symboliza 1or1E
linguistic problems, 1S & rcpetlt}ton tloc
the preceding argument abouh 11
Church, but in relation to the urm!
world, the world of concrefe penisona iti-
es which constitute the Church. .
This theme is dealt with mh gre : r
detail in Chapter 4, 111 which the fmu u
ally conformable represer}tatioq czl mar;
and Church is discussed. The min d sgiL;
and body correspond 1o the pro 1ehc:
sanctuary, and the chu_rch |;r?lp?r__mler
cording to this conception ol the i ner
world of \\'orltlshi;t)pcr:, gft f}:ﬁf&gﬁ tﬁe
inguishes the 1Yp€ . R
111111;5(1{1E2a1cr31nent21_] theology,ﬂtl:c bso(;;l_
natural speculation, and1 '11L so t%]is
moral phiiosOphy. He (e\-e;op is
structure in Chapter E whl?f-g i‘lse f??sia ng,
i ul whose
Oiltsﬁbtcr::;%l?ﬁ f]?c action_of two RO\\-’B}‘S:
a h“.reimonable, free-will ome” and
‘a‘.-‘tql” “hot possessing freedom ‘of
c;z;i(cc’Thc reasonable power cons1st:?
of the' activity of the mtclle.ct and the
speculative ability of the n_l‘m'd. —
" Further on, extending his analogies
to Holy Scripture, St. Maximos desggna{i
{es the Old Testament as the bcc)lch- ?md
ih; New as the soul, spirit gmt lﬂll‘;a:
cording to his method of in erpre
Acwof ]fl;oly Scripture, the body repre-
lIOﬂl the historical reality of the !JlbllC}
sents 1ts, and the soul, the nm_anmfg“o‘
‘i[hzt CiIs written which is the “aim of the
ﬂ?}ﬂg%gﬁg is organically boun(cl][with
the entire th'colo‘gl}caki)asscyi’s*btllllldecisivc
Maximos, which "18 asec ather than
reference  for the Spm}r B s
Elalter, the soul rather than

e

ihe inner rather than the outer. Ac-
cording to St. Maximos, the Lord came
in order to fulfil the Law, to fulfil it
spiritually, and not in its letter. This
abolishing of the letter of the Law con-
stitutes the principal peculiarity of
Christianity and the work of Christ”.
He considered that literal interpretation
contradicted directly the spirit of Chris-
tianity *. Hence “literalism in exegesis
is the Judaistic imperception of the In-
carnation” s, Therefore, St. Maximos
constantly stresses that Holy Scripture
must not be perceived merely as a book
of history®.  Skilfully adapting the
method worked out by the Alexandrian
school of interpreting the Holy Scriptur-
es, which he not very accurately deno-
tes as ‘“allegoric”, St. Maximos cons-
{antly strove to understand and trans-
mit to others the spiritual meaning of
Holy Scripture. By virtue of this “alle-
gory” (or, rather, anagogi—Gk.) for
St. Maximos is “not merely an exercise
of the mind, but the vital ray of the
spirit, the life of the heart in God”7.

In the following short chapters (6 to
24), St. Maximos examines in detail the
meaning of the liturgical sacrament as
it is revealed on three levels: action,
contemplation, and cognition for sever-
al types of believers—men of action,
fulfillers of the commandments; specu-
lative men who are moreover used to
contemplation, and finally, men capable
of an all-round comprehension of the
cogn_izablc. In the last chapter, St.
Maximos gives a short compendium ol
his systematic teaching, given in a
small but unusually capacious theolo-
gical treatise.

NOTES

! Schénborn Ch. Die Christus-lkone. Eine
theologische Hinfithrung. Schaffhausen, 1984,
p. 107. The author of the study calls St. Ma-
ximos a “speculative theologian”, meaning his
unique intellectual abilities.

® bid., p. 129-138.

3 G. A. Ostrogorsky. “Combining the Ques-
tion of Holy Icons with Christological Dogma
in the Works of Orthodox Apologists of the
Early Period of Iconoclasm”. Eeminarium Kon-
dakovianum. 1. Prague, 1927, pp. 35-48.

“ S, L. Epifanovich. St. Maximos the Confes-
sor and the Byzantine Theology. Kiev. 1915,
pp. 112-114.

» (G. V. Florovsky. The Byzantine Fathers of
the 5th-8th Centuries. Paris, 1933, p. 210.

6 . Croce. Tradizione e ricerca. Il metodo
teologico di son Massimo il Confessore. Milano,
1974, p. 50. y

7 §. L. Epifanovich. Op. Cit,, p. 114.

Deacon ALEKSANDR MUMRIKOV
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Veneration of St. Nicholas in Russia

(For the 900th anniversary
of the translation of his relics to Bari)

Historical Digression

iter the Lord Jesus Christ

and His Most Pure Mother,

the Ever Virgin Mary, St.

Nicholas has been the most

venerated saint in the land
of Russia, since the time of its conver-
sion to this day. There is not a city or
town in Russia where of old there was
no church dedicated to St. Nicholas or
at least a side-chapel. In every Ortho-
dox home there is an icon of St. Nicho-
las.

According to the Rule of the Russian
Orthodox Church, in the liturgical cycle
of the week, St. Nicholas has his own
day, devoted to his glorification—Thurs-
day. In the icon of All Saints Who
Shone Forth in the Land of Russia,
St. Nicholas is often to be found, al-
though he lived and “shone forth” in
Asia Minor. In the olden days Protes-
tant foreigners ironically remarked that
St. Nicholas was a special Russian
*god”, connecting this with the alleged
ignorance of the Russian people and
their inclination to idolatry, and reve-
aling, thereby, a false concept of the
Orthodox Faith. The truth is that the
veneration of St. Nicholas in Russia is
exceptionally all-national by nature.
How did this happen? Why did the
archbishop of the small city of Myra on
the southern shore of Asia Minor be-
come ‘‘their own”, so dear and near,
and so great for the entire believing

eople of Russia?

The detailed Life of the saint and the
story of how his glorious relics were
translated from Myra in Lycia to Bari
contain descriptions of some of his
miracles, given only as examples, be-
cause to describe everything connected
with him in ecclesiastical history is
simply impossible.

In times immemorial, apparently be-
jore the Arab conquests and long be-
fore the conversion of Russia, ‘“‘some
God-fearing men from the mouth of the
river called Tanais” that is, from the
mouth of the Don, “having heard of the
myrrh-exuding and healing relics of the
saint of Christ, Nicholas, reposing in
the city of Myra in Lycia, decided to
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sail ”thfere by sea and venerate them:
so, filling their ship with wheat, they
set sail for those parts..”. In all pro-
bability they were Slavs—Russians. As
is known, before the 7th century there
were settlements of Russians on the
Don (later the Russians were forced out
by the Hazaras). The Russians, among
whom there already were many Chris-
tians, carried on a lively trade in corn
with the countries of the East and the
Hellenic world. And so, after these
“God-fearing men” left the harbour and
wgnt out_ into the open sea, they met
with a big storm, and for severai days
the ship was in grave danger, so much
so that they decided to turn back. But
St. Nicholas, who appeared to them
sailing in a boat over the sea, en-
couraged them, calmed the sea and gave
them good sailing weather right to
Myra. After praying with deep gratitude
to their defender and deliverer, the mer-
chants returned home and ‘“told every-
one everywhere what had happened {o
them on the way”.!

This case is particularly interesting
because it gives us reason to look back
into the centuries and see that the vene-
ration of St. Nicholas began within the
boundar;es of the future Kievan Russ
a long time ago and, apparently, by the
9th century it was widespread,. This
makes it understandable why, in A.D
861, or 862, Prince Askold of Kiev after
hearing the sermon in Kiey delivered by
Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Equal to the
Apostles, approved the first baptism of
Kievans 2 and desired to be named in
Holy Baptism after the holy hierarch
of Myra. A century later, the Grand
Duchess St. Olga, Equal to the Apost-
les, had‘a church built over his grave
and dedicated it to St. Nicholas. And
so the first Christian prince of all Rus-
maﬁ'as Rargedgé\]icholas.

JAlter A. D, 988, when the preat ov
of the Baptism of Russ toolgpﬁ‘;icg‘?g;
veneration of St. Nicholas the Miracle-
Worker of Christ became open and wid-
espread. Old narratives have brought
down to us the follo\ving incident. i

In the 12th century in Kiev, a certain

man and wife with their small son set
sail across the Dnieper and were caught
in a storm. The boat capsized. The
adults managed to save {hemselves, bl.éf
their boy, their only son, was drowr;e [
The parents, although deeply shaken,
did not lose heart, and began praymgt
with tears to St. Nicholas to em}f‘??j
God to return to them their chi ]
Their ardent prayer was heard. S'evet?
days later, they found the boy'mK. e}
choir of the St. Sophia Church_iﬂ ] iey
by the revered icon of St NICS? ag
"Through the intercession of ; :e]d
cholas the city of Mozhalsk was s?\r

from enemy attack in the 14th tccn:: g
In commemoration of the even ad %t
cial icon was painted and _rlarc?e Lt
Nicholas of Mozhaisk—he is d€pI¢ 4
full length with a sword 1n’h|}?_ rl!gft
hand and a model of the city in 1?( ? .
The principal cathedral in Mozhais v»a::E
dedicated to St. Nicholas. In honour o

: rincipal cathedrals are
St. Nlch_oli?];[hfitlé’es of Zaraisk, Izborsk,
named in the Great (12th

nd Novgorod _
gs‘;]t{g;;)-a Churches and monasteries

:~holas, which became
dedicated to St. Nicholas, | pILERan
: ected in Kiev, 510 ;
ErEOLfs’fﬁgf):trs,, Galich, Arkhangelsk,
Viliil)&,Ustyug, and Tobolsk. In Moscow,

a oreat number of churches were dedi-

i he main
te  Nicholas. One qf t!
‘t:él\t\?cg'st%fs’[%e Moscow Kremlin is called

i _Nicholas).
ng?lsé?ghaol(aosf \Svtas especially veperatgd
by sailors and merchants who 'Sai-IEdt}E e
hioh seas to distant countries; ey
“gurcd the Mirac]e—Worker Nicholas as
;ﬁ;Lpatron of all travellers on land and

sea. Churches built by such merchants
were often called by the people “of
Nicholas the Wet”. Recall the famous
Naval Cathedral of St. Nicholas in
Leningrad.

However, he was venerated not less
by peasants and all kind of unfortunate
people, for whom the saint was a
special helper and protector in misfor-
tune and sorrow.

From the Arctic Ocean to Central Asia
and from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific
Ocean St. Nicholas monasteries stood
like sentinels in Russia. Of interest is
the geography of these cloisters. The
majority of them were situated in the
primordial Russian lands—in the dioce-
ses of Moscow, Kiev, Tver, Kostroma,
Vologda, Vladimir, and Novgorod; there
are ten times more of them than cloist-
ers dedicated to other saints. Therefore,
St. Nicholas may be considered the
most venerated saint in Russian monas-
ticism.

NOTES

! Inasmuch as the Russian version of the
Life of the 18th century does not mention the
miracles of St. Nicholas in Russia, whereas the
given instance is described in detail, one may
assume that we are dealing with one of the
earliest legends.

? See about this: A. V. Kartashev. Ocherki
po istorii Russkoi Tserkvi (Essays on the His-
tory of the Russian Church). Paris, 1959, Vol. I,
pp. 70-92 (Chapter entitled: “First Baptism of
Kievan Russes”).

33(?%{;!:1:::! for the Clergy. Moscow, 1978, Vol. 2,
p. 3

Archpriest LEV LEBEDEV

(To be continued)



LITURSICAL PRACTICS

The Sacrament of Penance

The Order of Confession

Repentant Christians must know and feel
the holy life based on the fuliilment of God's
commandments. At Confession, the priest helps
the penitent to penetrate into the essence of
this life.

Do we ever reflect, he says, why there is an
insuificiency in us of this holy, divine life?
Why do we constantly transgress the will of
the Lord? Let us ponder over this. We hear
that we must lead a pious life, do good deeds
and acts of piety. We read about this in books,
we learn about the commandments of the Lord
God at Coniession and about how men break
these commandments. The years pass and nearer
draws the transition to Eternal Life. In all this
there is a mystery which we must know.

This mystery is revealed to us by Jesus Christ
our Lerd in the words: Without me ye can do
nothing (Jn. 15. 5). We, however, are used to
living and thinking that our main support in
all affairs is "I myseli”, “my mind”, “my po-
wers”. We try and endeavour to do good acts
and deeds in life. Nevertheless, often blinded
by our self and pride, we forget humilily, wi-
thout which there cannot be good deeds that
lead to salvation.

Blessed are the poor in spirif, Christ says,
jor theirs is the kingdom of heaven (ML 5. 3).
With the awareness of the poverty of the spirit
begins the true happiness of all men. Not the
earthly, illusory, fleeting happiness we are
chasing all our lives like shadows, but true
bliss which is part of eternily and the beginning
of which is in translating into life the Sermon
on the Mount of Christ the Saviour.

Blessed are the poor in spirit.. Blessed,
meaning worthy of veneration and praise, for
their bliss flows from the grace of God and
consists in being part of the glory of God. To
be aware of the poverty of the spirit means the
same as having a humble understanding of
one’s spiritual qualities, abasing oneself, con-
cidering oneseli a sinner, as well as having
qualities opposed to pride."vamglory, conceit.
To such people belongs the Kingdom of Heaven.
Those meek in spirit t;cmg conscious of their
sinfulness and unworthiness, wholly give them-
selves up to the guidance of Divine Grace, not
trusting at all in their own spiritual powers.
It is then that Divine Grace makes them heirs
of the Kingdom of Heaven.

We commit the sin of mental pride when we
do not worship God as i_hu Absolute Lord and
ihe Source of all blessings. In our audacity
we begin to doubt the existence of God, the
Gospel, and the Sacraments of the Church.
Lord forgive us, sinners! We sin when we do
not praise God duly, or do not consider Him
ihe source of all the blessings we receive, when
we do not thank the Lord for His mercy to us,
Forgive us, O Lord!

we sin by mnot thinking that we depend
wholly on God, not trusting Him alone; by not
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asking for His grace and assistance before
speaking or doing something, depending’ wholly
on our own powers or seeking help from other
people, and perhaps even, in our great foolish-
ness, resorting to the aid of witches, magicians
and fortune-tellers. Lord, forgive us, sinners!

There is another horrible sin—turning to the
devil for help. If there are among you such
people this sin must be repented of personally,
approaching the priest for the prayer of ab-
solution.

We sin also when we consider that {he good
things we received from the Lord are due to
our own merit. And He turns away from us,
for every one that is proud in heart is an abo-
mination to the Lord (Prov. 16.5).

“One humble in spirit,” according to St. Ma-
carius of Egypt, “abides constantly in great
humility and heartfelt sorrow because of his
worthlessness, and always keeps before the
gaze of his soul its sinful sores”. We also call
ourselves, and perhaps really consider ourselves
sinners. However, this feeling is far from humi.
lity, for according to St. John Climacus, “the
heart is lested when you are dishonoured by
others”.

Which one of us can say that we bear wi-
thout complaint reproaches, vexations, and
abuses? How often, in such circumstances we
lose our presence of mind, fall into despair
and even become gravely ill! Such lhings,
happen because of our pride.

Q Lord, we are so ambitious, we love only
praise or, at least, a silent recognition of our
tmagmnary merits. We do not bear the least re-
primand from anyone, even from our father
conlessors, our superiors at work, and parents.
We cannot accept reprimands meekly, not to
EL::} _thar!k lh(e) Lli)rd, Who opens our eyes to our

iciencies. or i e and
b A d forgive us, conceited and

Expecting praise and approval and not re-
ceiving them, we become irritated, despondent
and lose tranquillity. Keen on self-exaltation,
we are filled with envy roused by the perfec-
Itmn and dignity of others. Not being ready to

he happy at these qualities in others, we try in
every way to abase and blacken them, by every
mears denigrating and derogating their merits
and dignities. But when it comes {o their short-
COIT!I!"iIgS. on the contrary, we try to find them
out \x-ltl_l curiosity and pleasure, and, examining
them as m a microscope, regard them with the
greatest intolerance. Hence the gravest of
sins—judgement. We are all sunk in ‘the muddy
waters of condemnation. We censure everyone
for everything! The Lord's words: Tudge not,
that ye be not judged (ML. 7. 1), do not WOrry
our hearts. Lord forgive us, sinners!

We all seek elevation, covet ‘recogﬂiliuﬂ-
Once, the Lord observed this desire among His
disciples and said: Whosoever will be great
among you, let him be your minister (Mt. 20.

5 i ; f the
26). Did we ponder over these words o :
LOer? E)o we Ifa\-'e the desire to place ?urf‘e]vea,
in relation to our neighbour, i1 a se{\an'z %cf::
sition? I do not think so. We expect goo

i i1 be-
fices from our neighbour, we m‘o_rtal‘]y fear
coming a scrvam,gand in ]ush_i[catn_)n %fcigtl;-r
pride, we point to our age, pl‘lSltlDI‘l}l_I‘l Ss Jus{
tiredness, illness, and many other things. it
imagine for a moment how our lulrest wanti-
transform if each of us made it a rule %ar .
cipate the desire of our neighbour, hallasur fo(r-
possible endeavour to serve our neig (él 0,{ e
getting self to be, according to the wor L
Lord. the minister of all. Examine yanl_\rm,
your circumstances, and try to I;egmserlvan%
humbly as though in a position of ',{? gervant,
As the Lord behests: Whosoever tu“‘\elt o
among you, let him be you sewaub {J sf L 5
If you will behave thus at the'_]eleUrel e
spirit, with a pure heart, you will surely
]O{J_t?g 11)123\? OCf) ];_uon;zljl.ltyv'c have been poiso;ﬁng
o Wi pdy Csangng O

/ d that is W  ha
E:gpiﬁgzge jE:)I;r and bliss. Ins.lead‘lf)ff c;r:%ozgffg
spiritual healih, \:j-'(; st;fé!t:regvé::!a\l'jlrgy l‘to ol
Z:}fjﬁgl}f}{ T;:ye b]clssing upon t]:j% beag;lgmélegfogé

work we 5 :
e dﬂ)"c’o us?lzgp.th&fe ventured to dod thu:jgs
Eevana our sgengih and then S0, s
1]{1e E’elghte Oiutélaeci?)?lfe?nquisit_ive, hypo_cntmal,
:tibbgi?lminc]ined to object, mSU“"?lSZlVIE.H eét(i
vious, jeélous, maIicinu_s,euggrgitglf]lélr.qfn g
fm‘FJ"'c(ije}:tl-);e[I;;ri?l' ésggl‘;nto our meag;e }?r?yer?
andnoteimr spiritual acts. If an act ol piety o

i on humility, then the
O ee 1o nlé?tgggst;%ss. For instance, during
goodness o church and prayed

Lent you often r:\:jer:.t‘re:e LN JoiF neigh:

much at home, a head to count your
if i ters your hea C
]30111‘, buttg. 't“g:lera]}yis lost. Because seftzgipi
good :a]cuati,rlg one’s spiritual acts s'hows ﬂa
and Sya decay in the spiritual flower of the
there: is, dEEE0 hich gives birth to lies in

istian's soul, W : :
Er?cr}fhﬁlear. blindness, and pride, and lessens

: od. The best and most
il i%? éinc(::drqi(sotfhe heartfelt offering con-
pl?asgu;i'n the words of the following pmye‘?{
F‘Tnfd I have nothing, I dare not even 11l

o eyes, have mercy upon me, _accordmg 0
™ m!fre'lt ;nercy", And the more is the hcar:l-
—frei;f r%pe‘ntance and trust in God, the more will

the mercy. " Batirs &
l:'eThere is gnother form of pride which is very

—vanity. It strives to
dangerous for the sou{ ttf"fhé g siifyeg ¥
turn all our efrfor}zmrloand tne glomy of God.
bl i O.ne: o;:llgl thirsts after human pmfsle_
g yc‘m;,ord commanded us to hide carefulg
wlilg e d deeds from the sight of medn, and
et God alone all our good dee s an
L i + neighbour. Therefore, if ;mgl 0?3
ok for‘ ou] work or & go‘od dgefil;nfrmgam
ko alg considers the virtue Ilbe’ "Ie s
show off ad iy, then he is_ being sucrtf glishi
to satisfy vani g. dhen b Crorgive 0"1; o
hei?;mar}.genigi?gcncc in saving our souls:
1ess

Vanity and pride give birth to the desire for
luxury and pomp. We hungrily seek food for
vanity and vainglory in the most insignificant
things—desire to be dressed better than others,
to stand out in some way. We seem to have
everything for our daily needs and still we
want more. Lord, forgive us, sinners!

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall
be comforted (Mt. 5. 4). It is hard for us,
worldly and carnal men, to understand this
Beatitude. According to St. John Chrysostom,
it seems to contradict common opinion, for
whereas everybody considers happy those who
are blissiul and those lamenting unhappy, the
Lord calls blissiul the latter, saying: Blessed
are they that mourn.

But one can weep over different things. Bles-
sed are not those who weep over everyday ai-
fairs, for one can cry from impotent rage, humi-
liated pride, discontented vanity, oifended seli-
love. And how much vain tears are shed! Al
these tears, however, are sinful, tears useless
for salvation and inheriting Eternal Life. These
tears are harmful for the weepers, for they
cause the death of the soul and body, according
to the Apostle: The sorrow of the world wor-
keth death (2 Cor. 7. 10).

Bliss and comfort are granted to those who
lament over the fact that they are imperfect and
unworthy fo serve the Lord and even deserve
His wrath because of their sins.

Do we weep over the fact that we have pro-
faned, and constantly profane, the image of
God in us by our sinfulness? We daily sin
against this image by our worldly passions,
bias, unbelief, pride, hatred, envy, incontinence,
drunkenness and other sins; ‘we plunge this
image into dirt and thereby deserve the just
anger of God for not preserving the beauty of
his property in us. Forgive us, O Lord, for not
weeping over such precious loss!

Do we mourn over the lofty purpose of the
Christian calling, which we irresponsibly dis-
parage, when we do not fulfil our baptismal
vows; do not think of heavenly life, of death,
of our unpreparedness for the terrible and righ-
teous trial at the Judgement of Christ? We are
careless about our salvation. Tears? Why, we
forget completely about it! Forgive us, O Lord!

“A  Christian,” says St. Ephraem Syrus,
“mourns over his life for having exasperated
God with his vain affairs. And who wouldn't
mourn over a person who lives carelessly re-
mfai{its" outside the kingdom of Heaven because
[o] 1t.

There are also salutary tears of which we
have no idea. “Sometimes,” says St. Macarius
the Great, “ascelics weep and lament about
humanity and shed fears of ardent love for
mankind”.

Lord, forgive us, for grieving and shedding
tears over worldly sorrows and offences; for
not knowing how to lament for the sins of our
neighbour and for our own, for standing before
Thee hardhearted, unresponsive, and reserved in
expectation of Thy love.

AL

(To be continued)
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BOORS AND PURLIGATIONS

Prayer Book of Old Orthodox Christian Believers

A Publication of the Old Believers Archbishopric of Novozybkov
Moscow and All Russia, 1986 f

In preparation for the approaching Millen-
nium of the Baptism of Russ, the Old Believers
Archbishopric of Novozybkov has brought out,
with the blessing of Archbishop Gennadiy ol
Novozybkov, Moscow and All Russia, a Prayer
Book of Old Orthodox Christian Believers.

The publication brought out in December
1986 was a joyous event for all Old Believers
which are under the omophorion of the Arch-
bishop of Novozybkov.

The better part of the Praver Book is taken
up by various canons, including the Canon to
the All-Merciiul Saviour (p. 62), Ilor Holy
Easter (p. 66), to the Holy and Life-Giving
Cross of the Lord (p. 70), ior the Icon of the
Mother of God “Consolation of All the Al-
flicted” (p. 74), to the Guardian Angel (p. 78),
to St. Sergiy of Radomezh (p. 84), to St. Ni-
cholas (p. 88), to St. Panteleimon the Great
Martyr (p. 92), to St. Varus the Martyr “who
has the grace from God to deliver irom elernal
perdition those who passed away outside the
true faith” (p. 96), to Sit. Paisios the Great
“who has the grace from God to deliver from
eternal perdition those who passed away wi-
thout repentance” (p. 100) (accompanied by
an exiract from the saint's Life). There also
iollow the canous for “the one who passed away
unattended” (p. 105), for the departed (p. 110),
Sunday troparia and theotokia and kontakia
of eight tones (p. 116), troparia, theotokia and
kontakia for every day (p. 118) and common
hvmns to saints (p. 120).

“The part of the book containing the prayers
proper is preceded by two articles of a histori-
cal and religious-ethical nature.

The first, entitled “The feat of prayer ol Rus-
<jan saints (988-1988)" (p. 3) says that in
preparation for the Millennium of the Baptism
of Russ, the Church of Old Orthodox Christian
Believers, taking stock of the life of prayer of
her spiritual children over the past ten ceniu-
ries, “notes with great spiritual jubilation that
all through this period of history ardent prayer
unto Heaven has been an indispensable trait
of Russian religious consciousness”.

Is goes on to say: “One can cite many vivid
examples demonsirating the great influence of
the feats of prayer of the great ascetics of our
Holy Church upon the spiritual life of the
Russian faithful and the historical destinies of
our Motherland.” The authors offer as two

striking examples the prayerful intercession for
the Russian land of two ‘great saints: St. Ser-

giy of Radonezh (1314-1392 <si
of Moscow (1292-1378). ) and St Aleksiy

_The main idea of the other introductory ar-
ticle, brief but profound, entitled “The Role of
E’rayer in the Life of the Christian™ is that
‘prayer ‘15Ian_‘-aci‘ of the greatest importance for
the Christian”. ‘The author of the article points
out that the primary duty of every Christian be-
fore God is to “learn {o pray with' a prayer pleas-
ing unto God. This calls for a greaf deal of
effort and diligence, because the feat of prayer
needs to be accomplished with great zeal”

Associated thematically with this article are
the following sections of the prayer book: ""E‘hc
Holy Fathers About Prayer” (p. 58) “On the
Sign of the Cross” (p. 88), “St, John Chry-
sostom ()rl_Prayer" (p. 121), “St. Nilos of Sinai
on Prayer” (p. 123). They conclude the booi;
offering advice and guidance to the Christian
in his acts of prayer. ‘

In addition to the aforesaid canons, the book
also c_ontains Great Compline (p. 8), Small
Compline (p. 23), Everyday Mid-Night Office
(p. 32), Saturday Mid-Night Oifice (p. 41), Sun-
S\ag;li;?é-ld'_N;ghil Office (p. 46), morning and

; initial prayers (p. 51)
introduction to pnll} 1hc(pcanoalsdn(dp.aﬁ(c}?mn'll‘zr;
compilers note: “If on account of some extreme
need, a Christian has to cut short his rule of
prayer on a certain day, then, as an exception
he is permitied to use {he following prayer rule
in the_lmm'r’ung and in the evening”. This rule
prescribes, Tollowing the so-called "‘ir.ltrodﬁclr:r 4
bows™ and the common beginning (sayin?T
prayers thrice or more with bows) “a number
of pravers indicated thereafter, b(!;_‘fiﬂl'li{'lr with
"0 Most Holy Trinity, Our God Glc%ry to
Thee”,  prayers to the Saviour, "‘Giory be
O Lord to Thy Cross and Resurrection” “O Most
Holy Queen and Mother of God, Save us”
_Using the prayer book one can get a suf-
ficiently clear and exact idea of what the
church and home rule of prayer was like for
the Russian Orthodox more than three centuries
ago. This is especially important now in view

oi the approaching Millennium of the Bapi
of Russ. = aptism

Sergei MATSNEV

THE CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE THE VICTORIOUS
in Staraya Russa (Novgorod Diocese)
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