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FOREWORD

| have great Pleasure to record that this brief account of the Or-
thodox Syrian Church of Malabar by the Very Reverend Ramban
M. C. Kuriakosiswell written. All the historical factsand datesput in
it are correct to the best of my Knowledge. Thelast paragraph of this
interesting booklet contains the cardinal points of our faith in anut-
shell. It is very excellent indeed. | Wish it to be widely read by the
members of the Orthodox Syrian Church, especially by the youths.

Mar Theodosios O. I. C.

Bethany Ashram,
Vadaserikara, 1943
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PREFACE

TOTHEFIRST EDITION

A small book of the history of the Orthodox Syrian Church of
Malabar isalong felt need. During the latter part of 1942 | had to go
to Coimbatore for a change and it was in the Christa SishyaAshram
that | stayed. IntheAshram library | found several books on the sub-
ject. Having gone through them and also a few books which | had
with me, | wrote this brochure, | read it, through to His Holiness the
Catholicos,Who pointed out certain correctionsand additions, which |
readily made. | also sent the manuscript to Principal Mr. A. M. Varki,
the present secretary to the Syrian Christian Association. He went
through it and remarked that “it isvery excellent.” | have given over
the copyright of the book to the O. S. C. Literature Committee and it
comes forth with a foreword from His Grace Mar Theodosios, its
revered president. To them | render my hearty thanks.

Though thisisasmall book, its compilation wasahard task, for |
found from study that all the Christian sects which came to Malabar
from time to time have done much harm to the ancient Orthodox
Syrian Church. Proselytism of Syrian Christiansand not evangelisation
of heathens, was their chief mission. To mention it would be offen-
siveto them; to omit it would be unfaithful on my part. Theonewould
be uncharitable; the other would be untruthful. In compiling history,
charity and veracity could not be kept apace and | must confess that
veracity has to some extent expressed what charity ought to have
fully suppressed. Else, history of any kind would beimpossible.

Ramban Fr. M. C. Kuriakos

Sleeba Church,
Pathamuttam, Pallam,
27" September 1943

N.B. This second edition - printed the year of the nineteenth cen-
tenary of thearrival of the Apostle St. Thomas, the Golden Jubilee of
the demise of St. Mar Gregorios and the World Christian Youth Con-
ference at Kottayam contains afew additions too. 1-12-1952.
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THE ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
OF
MALABAR

The Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar isalmost asold as Chris-
tianity, being founded by the Apostle St. Thomas. After he had
preached the Gospel for seventeen yearsin the regionsto the east of
Antioch and reached Edessa, the capital of Eastern Syria, hereturned
to Jerusalem to attend the Apostolic Council. There the Lord Jesus
Christ appeared to him and sent himto Indiain 52 A.D. He preached
Jesus Christ First in Indo - Parthia of King Gondophorus, and thenin
theMalabar Coast and converted many heathens, among whom were
severa high caste Hindus, especially from the familiesof Sankarapuri
and Pakalomattam. He established churches at Maliankara-
Cranganore, Palur, Parur, Gokkamangalam, Chayal, Niranam and
Quilon, and across at Thiruvithamcode where he spent afairly long
time in fasting and meditation. Having ordained bishopsfor the Church
from the Sankarapuri and Pakal omattam families, he passed on to the
east coast and met a martyr’s death in 72 A.D. at Mylapore. He is
said to bethefirst Bishop of the East, Which bishopriclater centralised
at Selucia and grew to the Catholicate of the East. Though hisrelics
were removed to Edessain 165 A.D., historians say that from the
earliest days of Christianity the shrine of St. Thomas was as much
venerated at Mylapore asthat of St. Peter at Rome, so much so that
King Alfred sent almsto the former through Bishop Sighelm in 883.

The Nicene Synod of 325 was attended by Bishop John of Persia
and India. There he must have met the Cathalicos of the East and
the Bishop of Edessa.

Later in 345, Mar Joseph, Bishop of Edessa, had adream inwhich
he saw the Church of India as sheep without shepherd. He intimated
the matter to the Catholicos, who asked Knai Thoma, a merchant of
Cananear Bagdad, to enquire about the same during his next voyage.
Having learned about its truth, he sent the Bishop to Malabar with
the merchant and a colony of about four hundred Syrians, most of
whom were suffering persecution under King Sapor Il of Persia.
They landed at Cranganore. The majority of them settled down on
the northern side of Mahodevarpattanam and the rest on the southern
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side. Thelatter cameto known as Southistsand the former asNorthists.
The Northists and the local Christians welcomed each other into in-
termarriages. The Southists dared not and still Keep aloof. These
Christian communities came to be Known as Syrian Christians.

With the advent of the syrian colony the Church rosein status, as
it received severa privilegesfrom the reigning Perumal. During the
same century Papa, the Catholicos, is said to have sent Bishop David
of Basra to India and that he evangelised many people. A second
colony arrived in the latter part of the eighth century, and Veera
Raghava Chakravarthy granted certain privileges to Iravikarthan as
representing the Christian community. A third colnony issaidto have
arrived in 822 under the leadership of Mar Sapor and Mar Peroz to
whom also charter of privilegeswas granted. Subsequently when the
rule of the Perumals came to an end about the tenth century and the
country became split up into anumber of petty Kingdoms, the rulers
of these Principalitiestoo continued to them their old privileges. These
Privilegesresulted asa curse in disguise, for thereby they kept al oof
from the low castes and evangelisation. That the ancient rulers of
Keralaallowed the Christianswith other religionistsfreedom to wor-
ship God asthey liked and not only extended to them sympathy and
protection, but also conferred upon them privileges, they remembered
with gratitude and remained exemplarily loyal. “Your community is
the embodiment of antiquity and historic association and the very mode!
of contentment, peacefulness and loyalty. Were Parsurama himself
to revisit this ancient land, he cannot find a more loyal and well be-
having people than the Syrians,” said Maha Rajah Visakam Thirunal
in reply to an address presented to him by Mar Joseph Dionysius at
Kottayam in 1880.

Throughout the time of the Crusades there was much blood-shed
between the Mohammedans and the Christians all over the world,
and conseguently when Mohammedan influenceincreased in Mal abar
as aresult of the Arab trade, the Christians in the dominion of the
Zamorin retired from there and established themselves among their
brethren in Cochin. Their strength was so great that they chose one
among themselves to be a ruler over them. This king was called
Villiarvattam. He defended his subjects from the M ohammedans and
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the heathens and ruled over them. After a period, this Syrian Chris-
tian royal dynasty became extinct.

During the course of itslong history the Church has suffered con-
siderably, owing to secessionsfrom it into other churches. That some
of the foreign bishops who came to Malabar were Nestorians ac-
counts for the existence of the Chaldean Church at Trichur with a
Population of about 10,000. Their present Bishop isMar Thomawho
was recently consecrated by their Patriarch in America, whither the
Patriarchate was shifted after world war 1.

In the sixteenth century came the Portuguese to the M al abar coast
and were surprised to find here over a hundred churches. “These
churchesbelong to the Pope,” said the Portuguese. “Who isthe Pope?
We never heard of him,” answered the Syrians. But they began to
cherish theideaof bringing the Syrian Christiansto the obedience of
Rome. They built acollegefirst at Cranganorein 1545 and another at
Vaippikottain 1587 to educate the clergy. These proved futile asthe
people were resolute in defending their ancient faith. It was the pe-
riod of the Portuguese domination in Indiaand Archbishop Menezes,
the Roman Primate of the East, came down from Goa. What educa-
tion and elogquence failed to do, violence and intimidation began to
carry out. He seized their bishop Mar Joseph of Sankarapuri and sent
him asaprisoner to Lisbon. Then heheld asynod at Diamper in 1599
A.D. It was attended by 153 clergy and 660 lay representatives. The
Archbishop had already prepared the decrees to be passed in the
synod, establishing the Roman doctrine and the supremacy of the
Pope. None had the courage to oppose for fear of the engines of the
inquisition at Goa. Most of their ecclesiastical books were burned.
Their monastery of fourteen monkswas profaned and abolished. Alas!
the whole Church was brought under Rome.

Feeling of resentment and desire to reassert independence began
to grow among the Syrians. This reached its zenith in 1653 A. D,
when the Prelate Aesalla who came to their rescue was done away
with by the Portugese. They assembled in thousands at the Leaning
Cross in Mattanchery on the 16th of January the same year and took
an oath that they would have nothing to do with Rome. Of the popu-
lation numbering about 200,000 only 400 kept back. How great was
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their vitality to withstand foreign ecclesiastic aggressions!

Those who thus turned back to their ancient faith from fifty years
of Roman yoke had no bishop. So they soon assembled at Alangad
and elected one Fr. Thoma Parampil of the Pakalomattam family to
be their prelate. Twelve priests raised him to the leadership of the
Malabar Church and he is known as Mar Thoma |. On hearing this
the Pope attempted through delegates to reconcile him to the Arch-
bishop of Goa, but failed. But making much of the aforesaid “conse-
cration”, he succeeded in taking back 82 churches and only 32 re-
mained loyal to the oath and the faith of their fathers. It is curious to
note that the former styled themselves the Pazhayakoors and called
the latter the Puthenkoors, whereas the reverseisthe truth. With this
split the Syrian Christiansfell from their status and began to deterio-
rate.

Mar Thoma | was conscious that he had no Apostolic succession
and so he wrote to the Patriarchs of the East to get it regularised.
Mar Gregorios arrived in 1655 A. D., and consecrated Mar Thomal
as Bishop.

Nine bishops by the title Mar Thoma - all members of the
Pakalomattam family - have arisen in the Syrian Church one after
another, till 1817 A. D. (During their period two Catholicos, both by
nameMar Basdlios, visited and diedin Malabar, oneat Kothamangalam
and the other at Kandanad). The greatest of these metropolitans was
Mar Thoma VI, also known as Mar Dionysius the Great. He held
office for 47 years, from 1761 to 1808. It was during his episcopate
that the Rev. Claudius Buchanan in 1806 visited the Syrian Churchin
the course of his Christian researches in Asia, whereby he came to
the decided opinion that there is as good authority to believe that
Apostle Thomas died in India as that Apostle Peter died at Rome.
The Metropolitan presented him amanuscript copy of the Syriac Bible.
Fromit he supplied printed copiesto the Church and placed the origi-
nal in the University Library at Cambridge. The Metropolitan also
translated the four Gospels into Malayalam and Dr. Buchanan got
them printed in Bombay.

While Mar Thoma V1 wasin office, aresident foreign bishop by
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name Mar Gregorios consecrated a Ramban of the Kattumangattu
family at Mulanthurthy and set him up as arival bishop. This gave
rise to a dispute which ended in favour of Mar Dionysius the Great
and Mar Koorilos, the new bishop, went away to Thozhiur where he
established an independent See which continues to this day preserv-
ing the ancient faith. The present Mar Philoxenos IV is the tenth
metropolitan of that See. To the fourth of these, Mar Philaxenos I,
the Syrian Churchisindebted for the consecration of three metropoli-
tans, Mar Dionysius |1 - Pulikkottil, Mar Dionysius 11 - Punnathara
and Mar Dionysius|V - Cheppat, and to thelatter the Thozhiur Church
isindebted in turn for the consecration of hissuccessor Mar Koorilos
[11. Now the Mar Thoma Church and the Thozhiur Church are in
inter-communion.

WhileMar Dionysiusthe Great was the M etropolitan of Malabar,
Colonel Macaulay wasthe British Resident and Velu Thampi wasthe
Travancore Dewan. The latter had great apprehension of the exten-
sion of the Christian faith and determined to root it out from Travan-
core, if possible. Unlike the dewans before or after, he conducted a
dreadful massacre. “Nine priests and upwards of 3000 souls - men
women and children - were maimed, tortured and butchered and
thrown into the backwaters. So also the Travancore ally, the Cochin
Dewan Paliath Atchen, wreaked hisfull vengeance on the poor Chris-
tians of Cochin. He tied their hands and feet together and mangled
them and threw threw them into the sea. The British Residency was
burnt down and pillaged by the Travancoreforces aided by the Cochin
Dewan. Col. Macaulay, however, escaped to the sea.”

“The troops revolted against the Rajah too and he called in the
Christian fishermen from the coast to defend him. They assembled at
Trivandrum in immense numbers each man armed with a short blud-
geon. The bowmen from the hills appeared at the same time in the
Rajah’s behalf, and the Nayars laid down their arms and fled. The
battalions were disbanded and the Rajah accepted a subsidiary force
from the English.” (Church History of Travancore by C. M. Agur,
Manager, Resident’s office, Trivandrum, 1903. page 58, 84). Theresi-
dent in his urgency received from the Metropolitan a sum of 3000
star pagodas (Rs. 10500). After the revolt was over, he offered back
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the money, but the Metropolitan did not accept it. So he invested it
with the East India Company for the benefit of the Syrians at eight
percent interest. This amount is known as the Trust Fund (I, Col.
Macaulay, the Resident in Travancore, do hereby certify to have this
day received from Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Syrian Churchin
Malabar, the amout of 3000 star pagodasin the Honourable Company’s
Loan in perpetuity, and agree to pay in Travancore as long as the
Ancient Church lasts, to the Metropolitan, Metran or any other duly
constituted Prelate, annually the interest of the above amount at 8
percent by obtaing receipt for the same. Trivandrum 1-12-1808).

Mar Thoma VI1I had no consecration except that he got his pre-
decessor almost at the point of his death place his hand on him. So
there was a party opposed to him. It was headed by Ramban Fr.
Ittoop of Pulikottil. He claimed from Colonel Munro, who was the
Resident from 1810 to 1819, the accumulated interest of the Trust
Fund to establish a seminary at Kottayam for the education of the
Syrians, especially of candidates for priesthood. The Resident, who
was awell-wisher of the Syrians, gave him the interest and al so per-
suaded Rani Lakshmi Bhai to give him the land required for its Site,
and provide an endowment. The benevolent Rani gave him both and
he built the Syrian Seminary in 1813. Later, her regent successor
Rani Parvathi Bhai gave the Munro island for the benefit of the Syr-
ian Christians. The M adras Government questioned the Resident why
theinterest was given to aRamban. So the latter, to justify hisclaim,
got himself consecrated by Mar Philoxenos || of Thozhiur under the
titteMar Dionysius|l. Mar ThommaV 11 opposed him. But the Resi-
dent decided in favour of Mar Dionysius and induced the Travancore
Durbar to issue a proclamation accepting his accession and directing
all Syriansto obey him.

To staff the seminary with learned men Mar Dionysius sought the
help of Col. Munro. England had not yet begun to turn back from her
protestant course and so the men he got down were of the Low
Church School of thought who could hardly appreciate the orthodox
faith and practice of the ancient Syrian Church. If they were mission-
aries of thetype of the members of the Oxford or Cowley Mission, or
of Bishop Pakenham Walsh, or of Miss Holmes and Miss Brookes -
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Smith, they would really have formed amission of help. Three mis-
sionaries by name Baker, Fenn and Baily came one after the other.
Following the arrival of Fenn, Mar Dionysius Il passed away aged
more than seventy and was succeeded by Mar Dionysius |11 -
Punnathara. He was very cordia to the missionaries who had come
with instructions neither to pull down the ancient church and build
another, nor to interfere with the Syrians and their church except in
perfect understanding with their bishop. Being men of tact and devo-
tion they managed to get onin complete harmony with the M etropoli-
tan. But he passed away in 1825 at the age of 40. During the episco-
pate of these two metropolitans the community enjoyed a peace and
prosperity unknown till then or afterwards - being unmolested by for-
eign prelates. Mar Dionysius |11 was succeeded by Mar Dionysius
IV - Cheppat, and the work of the mission went on smoothly for a
few years more. By the year 1833 al the first missionaries had left
K ottayam and two young missionaries, Peet and Woodcock, arrived.
They wereviolently opposed to the Oxford Movement just then started
in England by Keble, Pusey and Newman. Besides, they had neither
the patience nor the precaution of the early trio. They, who were sent
to protect and uplift the ancient chruch, began to teach in class and
churches doctrines contrary to those of the ancient church and that
made the Metropolitan uneasy. Certain Anglican chaplains who vis-
ited the church at times said that the old doctrines and practices of
the church were quite right and needed not to be given up. But the
new missionaries paid no heed to that advice and went on teaching
their protestant doctrines, ever widening the gulf between themselves
and the Metropolitan. At this time Bishop Wilson, the fifth Anglican
Metropolitan of India, visited the Syrian Church and presented to Mar
Dionysius a scheme for the reform of the church in matters of gov-
ernment. The Metropolitan, who had begun to get estranged from the
missionaries replied that he would consider the scheme in synod.
Accordingly he convened a synod of priests and lay representatives
of al the churches under hisjurisdiction on the 16th of January 1836
at Mavelikara. Mar Koorilos 111 of Thozhiur too was present. The
scheme was taken for consideration. But the representatives saw
behind it an intention similar to that of the Portugese to slowly bring
the church under the Bishop’srule. So they rejected the scheme alto-
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gether. Besides, they resolved neither to accept any faith or teaching
other than the Orthodox Faith nor to have any intercourse with the
Protestant missionaries. Soon on Palm Sunday the same year, when
the Metropolitan and deacons had gonefor serviceto the neighbouring
church, as the seminary had no chapel at that time, Peet broke open
an upper room of the seminary and removed to hisbungalow all books
and documents including the copper plates. Thereupon the partner-
ship came to a complete end. But it was not with empty hands that
the missionaries parted. They got divided for them amagjor part of the
properties given for the benefit of the Syrians and continued to keep
the books carried away from their valuable library by Peet. The cop-
per plates of charters were returned to the Metropolitan by the arbi-
trators at Quilon.

In spite of al these, it has to be gratefully remembered that both
the Roman and the English missionarieshhave donealot for the coun-
try in the advancement of culture civilization and education. The ge-
niusof Christianity isalsotocivilize.

Though the missionaries parted, they had | eft adeep impression of
their protestant faith in the minds of alarge number of people. Some
followed the missionaries and formed the C.M.S. Church in Trava-
ncore and Cochin, whichis now a part of the Church of South India.
The others remained in the Church for atime. The foremost of them
was Malpan Fr. Abraham of Maramon. Born in 1796, he became an
orphan in his third year and a priest at the hands of “Mar Thoma
VI in his eighteenth year. During the regime of Mar Dionysius ||
and 11 al the priests of the Syrian Church were cel ebates, aresult of
the fifty years's Romish domination. Colonel Munro offered Rs. 400
to the priest who would marry first (The syrian Church in India by
Keay, p. 68, 80). Accepting the offer, the Syriac professor under the
missionaries married and began to subscribe to their doctrinal dic-
tatestoo. Following their footsteps he revolted against prayersfor the
departed, intercession to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints and
celebration of festivals. He reduced the number of the sacramentsto
four or five and the mystical significance of the other three or two.
Maintaining the external s, he made alterationsin the ancient liturgy of
St. Jamesto blot off the sacrificial aspect of the Holy Sacrament. As



126 MVROEILAIM MLEEMIVI®ELI00)

the canon sanctions for convenience, the church used to administer
the Holy Sacrament mixing the wine with broken pieces of the bread;
he began to give them separately. On the whol e he began to make the
teachings of the Church approach the doctrines of Luther and the
evangelical churches of the West. So his followers, who say that he
purified the church, now speak of him as the Luther or Wycliffe of
Malabar, If it was aWycliffe or aLuther that rose in the Church with
Protestantising reforms, can it not be hoped that a Keble or a Pusey
will rise among the reformers with an Oxford Movement? May he
rise erelong.

Malpan Abraham celebrated the Eucharist using his liturgy and
thusopened the*“reforms” in hisown parish. Thereupon Mar Dionysius
IV excommunicted him and the whole parish. Without the support of
aBishop, he could not spread hisreformswide. So he sent his nephew
Deacon Mathews to the Patriach of Antioch, who consecrated him
Metropolitan with the title Mar Athanasius. Till then the prelates of
Malabar used to be consecrated by the Catholicos or by his Metro-
politans. He was the first prelate to be consecrated by the Patriarch
of Antioch. By the time that he returned to Malabar in 1843, the
malpan had become an invalid. At first, Bishop Mathews Mar
Athanasius did not follow the footsteps of the reformer. He opposed
the“reforms’ and went to law against the ruling metropolitan to oust
him. Thisgrieved the sick mal pan so much, that he refused to receive
communion from the bishop. He died in 1845 at the age of 49.

Mathews Mar Athanasius, whom even the C.M.S. missionaries
call an ungodly bishop (The Indian Christians of . Thomas by the
Rev. W. J. Richards, C. M. S. Missionary in Travancore for 35 years
from 1871 to 1906), persevered in the litigation. Hearing this the
Patriach sent one Mar Koorilos to Malabar. He declared himself
Metropolitan of Malabar to which Mar Dionysius concurred. The
latter died in 1855. The suit continued and Mar Athanasius won in
1857. He was intellectually very great and did much to uplift his
comunity from several social disabilities. Having come to power, he
began towork out the“reforms’ of hisuncle Malpan Abraham. Those
whowerefor theancient faith of the Church sent Fr. Joseph of Pulikottil
to the Patriach. He consecrated him Metropolitan of Malabar with
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thetitle Mar DionysiusV and sent him back in 1866. But he was not
ableto assume office at once. Mathews Mar Athanasius, who had till
then claimed that he had right to the office by virtue of hisconsecra-
tion by the Patriarch, began to repudiate hisauthority and to strenghten
hisposition consecrated his nephew Thomas, son of Malpan Abraham,
as his suffragon. Upon this, Patriarch Peter |11 came over to Malabar
in 1875. He got the royal proclamation withdrawn, excommunicated
Mathews Mar Athanasius and consecrated six more Metropolitans.
He convened at Mulanthuruthy on the 15th of June the same year a
synod which drew up aconstitution establishing Antioch and Mal abar
on equal status. Then he returned having directed Mar Dionysius to
oust Mathews Mar Athanasius with the help of civil courts. But the
latter continued officetill hediedin 1877, and his suffragon succeeded
him. To oust him Mar DionysiusV filed asuit in 1879. The reformed
party and their Metropolitan did not abandon the chruch properties as
they now preach, but fought him to the very last. In the end, after ten
years. Mar Dionysiuswon. During that time Thomas Mar Athanasius
died in 1885 and was succeeded by his brother Titus Mar Thoma.
Titus Il Mar Thomawas his successor. During his time, assisted by
his suffragon and successor Abraham Mar Thoma, with great zeal,
the Reformed Syrians as they called themselve first or Marthomites
asthey began to call themselves later, made great progressin church
government and now they number about 175,000. Infellowship with
the Church of South Indiathey are going forward with the protestant
movement and have not yet turned back to see what precious things
they happened to cast off. Their turning point will be heartily wel-
come to the Orthodox Syrian Church. Their present Metropolitan is
Juhanon Mar Thoma, the successor of Abraham Mar Thoma (It is
very curiousto observethat the Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, in
his“ Christianity in Indiaand The Mar Thoma Church”, undoubtedly
affirms*“that the (ancient) Malankara Church knew nothing of masses
and prayers for the dead, knew nothing of intercession of saints, did
not use holy ail in baptism, looked with horror on auricular confession
did not practise celebacy of the clergy, recognised only two orders -
the priesthood and the diaconate, had communion in both kinds, ac-
cepted only three sacraments - Baptism, Eucharist and Holy Orders,
and that in all questions of doctrine she accepted the authority of the
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sacred Scriptures as decisive.” Now there are two partiesin the Mar
Thoma Church - aSemi - High Church party led by the Metropolitan
and an ultra - protestant party led by Mr. K. N. Daniel, The latter,
having no episcopal support, islikely to be- come extinct. Theleader
of theformer saysin hisafore-said book that “the Mar Thoma Church
may be willing to end its independent existence, if there develops a
Church of Christ in Indiawhich will be autonomous, accepting his-
toric episcopacy, eastern in rituals and practices,evangelistic in out-
look and Biblical indoctrines.” May thishopeful idealead to the union
of his church and the Orthodox Syrian Church).

Mar DionysiusV - Pulikottil had aprosperousreign for therest of
hislife. The secession of some Roman Christians at Brahmavar into
the Syrian Church was an important event of the period. Fr. Alwares,
theleader of that community, was consecrated bishop at Kottayamin
1888 by the Metropolitan. The Brahmavar churchisthriving and similar
conversions have recently, taken place at Trichinopoly and Kumbha-
konam.

During this period lived the prelate Mar Gregorios - Chathurithy
whom the Church considers as the greatest saint that has risen in
Malabar. He was one of the Metropolitans consecratid by Patriarch
Peter. He began his episcopate at the age of 29 and was Metropoli-
tan of Niranam for 25 years. A real Father - in - God, he exerted
great Christian influence within and without the chruch by the holi-
ness of hislife. He was interested in evangelisation and began mis-
sionary work among the depressed classes of his diocese. He passed
away in 1902 at age of 54 and was buried at Parumala. His shrine
has been a place of pilgrimage for the Syrian Christians and he was
cononised asaint in 1948.

It was during this period that the Church began to make effortsto
restore in India the Catholicate of the East. Patriarch Peter |11 gave
his blessings for the effort. He passed away in 1895 and was suc-
ceeded by Abdul Messiah. But during histimeAbdullagot theformer’s
Turkish firman or royal proclamation withdrawn to himself and as-
sumed Patriarchate in 1906. Both of them passed away in 1915.

When Mar Dionysus V began to feel the weakness of advancing
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years, he sent Malankara M alpan Ramban Geevarughese and Ramban
Poulose to Patriarch Abdulla who consecrated them as Metropoli-
tans under the titles Mar Dionysius VI and Mar Koorilos. Mar
Dionysius V died in 1909 aged 74 and was succeeded by Mar
Geevarughese Dionysius V1.

In 1910 Patriarch Abdullavisited Ma abar and destroyed the peace
of the Church. He demanded power over the temporalities of the
Church which Mar Dionysius refused. Thereupon the Patriarch ex-
communicated him, set up Mar Koorilos as Metropolitan of Malabar
and consecrated Mar Poulose Athanasius as his assistant. He also
created a new diocese for the Southists (Knanites) and consecrated
for them aMetropolitan in the person of Mar Severios. Mar Dioscoros
was his successor and Mar Cleemese is their present Metropolitan.

When the news of the excommunication reached the canonical
Patriarch Abdul Messiah, he proclaimed it to beinvalid. Besides, he
came over to Malabar, consecrated three Bishops and in synod in-
stalled Mar Ivanios Poul ose of Kolancherry - the only survivor of the
Metropolitans consecrated by Patriarch Peter - as the Catholicos of
the East with thetitle Moran Mar Baselios.

Mar Koorilosdid not sit quiet, He claimed that he wastherightful
Metropolitan and claimant to the interest of the Trust Fund. Mar
Dionysius opposed. The litigation went on for about 12 years and in
the end Mar Dionysius won. By that time Mar Koorilos had passed
away and Mar Athanasius had succeeded him. Before the final deci-
sion, Mar Dionysiuswent over to Mardin to see patriarch Moran Mar
Ignatius Elias to effect a reconciliation, but faild in the end as Mar
Julioswho was sent with the bull of peacewithheld it. Meanwhilethe
first Catholicos had passed away and also his successor Moran Mar
Baselios Geevarughese of Vakathanam. The present CatholicosMoran
Mar Baselios Geevarughese || was therefore installed in 1929.

Lord Irwin wasthe Viceroy of Indiaat that time. Being an Anglo-
Catholic, he was interested in the Syrian Church and got dowr patri-
arch Elias and Bishop Gore to Malabar for peace negotiations. But
the patriarch, after hisarrival, resented to theintervention of othersin
his church affairs and died soon afterwards. Mar Dionysiusimmedi-
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ately informed the Metropoalitan - in - charge that the next Patriarchal
election would not be accepted by the Malabar Church without the
participation of the Catholicos. But that was not needed to and Mar
Ephraim was raised to the Patriarchate.

Mar Dionysius died in February 1934 aged 76 years, and the
Catholicos went over to Homsin June the same year to see the patri-
arch to try for areconcilation. That mission too failed. The canon of
the Church grantsthe Patriarch of Antioch, the succssor of St. Peter,
precedence over the Catholicos of the East - the successor of St.
Thomas- in ceremonial matters, but stipulatesthat in mattersof juris-
diction they have equal status.Thisthe patriarch isunwilling to abide
by and there is a party to support him. Hence the split continues.
After the death of Mar Dionysius, the party of the Catholicos en-
trusted himself with the office of the Metropolitan of Malabar too in
December 1934.

After four years, Mar Athanasius again filed a suit to establish
that heisthelawful Metropolitan. Whileit was pending, around table
conference of the prelates on both sides - the Catholicos, Mar
Gregorios, Mar Philoxenos, Mar Theodosios and Mar Thoma Dion-
ysius, ononeside, and Mar Athanasius, Mar Michael Dionysius, Mar
Timotheos and Mar Julios on the other side met in the Alwaye Union
College on the 24th of March 1941. The conference continued for
two weeks and its progress was hopeful. The foreign bishop Mar
Julios was not cordial in his attitude and left the conference in its
early stage. In spite of that, the peace negotiations went on. For the
sake of peace the Catholicos agreed to give over his office as the
Metropolitan of Malabar and the church propertiesin his possession
to Mar Athanasius and even condescended for an acceptance ser-
vice at his hands. Accordingly, on the 4th of April, the Catholicos
went over from the college to the residence of the Metropolitan close
by. But the previous night he was turned back by certain inveterates
on the Patriarch’s party, who had gone from Kottayam instigated by
Mar Julios on hisway back. Though the conferencefailed initsfirst
attempt, it continued for five days more and again reached a hopeful
climax. But then camelikelightning atelegram from Patriarch Moran
Mar Ephraim to Mar Athanasis - “Urgency dangerous.... Declare
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conditions. Question important. Unjustifiable hurry. Repentants must
submit.” The conference could not be completed and it dispersed on
the 9th of April. This grieved Mar Timotheos so much that he, who
had from the beginning firm conviction of thefull vaidity of the Catho-
licate and had taken aleading part in the conference, made his sub-
mission to the Catholicos about ayear later.

Meanwhilethelitigation was going on. The Lower Court rejected
the petition on the 18th of January 1943 finding after five years of
investigation that His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese |
isthelawful Metropolitan of Malabar and Catholicos of the East. The
plaintiff appealed to the High Court of Travancore, which allowed it
on 20th June 1946. Now the case stands filed in the Supreme Court
at New Delhi. Though the church stands divided, it is hoped that
sooner or later areconciliation is possible as both parties continue to
hold, asfrom the beginning, the same A postolic faith and practices.

The strength of the Orthodox Church isabout 350,000 Besidesthe
Catholicos, it has four Metropolitans, eight Rambans, a theol ogical
seminary, about 300 priests and 350 churches, 21 high schools, 30
middle schools, nearly 100 primary school and auniversity College.
The Sunday School Samajam, the Bethany Ashram, the Servants of
the Cross, the Marth Mariam Mandiram, the Mount Tabor Ashram,
and convent the Coimbatore Christa SishyaAshram, the Foreign Mis-
sion and the Eraviperoor St. Thomas Hospital aretheir important mis-
sionary activities. Besides, the Patriarch’s party is half as strong as
the party of the Catholicos.

The Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar isone of the oldest chur-
chesin Christendom and the most ancient church in India. She holds
theApostolic Faith of the Undivided Church. She maintainsthe Nicene
Creed asfirst accepted and has not introduced into it the later addi-
tion of the Filiogue clause. She condemns the Monophysitism of
Eutychusand rejectsthe Diphysitism of Leoinitstechnical form and
wording. She viewsthe Church asadivinely established body - mem-
bership within which is necessary for salvation and the sixtynine ca-
nonical book of the Holy Scripture as the inspired word of God, be-
sides accepting the Apocriphal Books and Holy Traditions. In com-
mon with al ancient churches she keeps seven sacraments, prayer
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for the departed and invocation of saints. Holy Qurbanaisher central
act of worship, of which she believesthat it is not only a sacrament,
but also a sacrifice. Besides Wednesdays and Fridays, she observes
five seasons of fast. She holdsthe canon compiled by the great Syriac
scholar Maphrian Gregorios Bar Hebraus, “the light of the East and
West” Syria, To the faith of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church in her undividual state, she has not added anything like the
Roman Catholics, nor has she taken away anything from it like the
Protestants. Thus she has preserved pure to the present the ancient
faith of Christendom, amatter to beindeed very proud of. ThisChurch
iscertainly God'sgreatest gift to India. Let al thosewho love her and
long to see her prosper pray for her -

O God, do goodin Thy good pleasure unto Zion:
Build Thou thewalls of Jerusalem,
Grant usto seeit in Prosperity and Israel in peace.

And the youths of the church, do listen to the voice of the Lord
saying unto Isiah, Whom shall | send and who will gofor us, andto his
reply, Here | am; send me. Also do hearken to the lamentation of
Jeremiah, How is the gold become dim! How is the most fine gold
changed! Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Give ears to the
appeal too of Nehemiah to the Jews of the exile, See the distress we
are in, how Jerusalem lies waste and the gates there of are burned
with fire; come, let us build the walls of Jerusalem that we be no
more areproach. The God of heaven, He will prosper us.
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