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To:

The Sympathetic Adviser, M. of Interior.

Respects etc. ~

Shaikh Ahmed of Barzan, states that they have been very giad abewt your Visit;
which decreased from their worriers sad gave them stronger bopes of Govt. compassics.
He poluts out that be has submitied s Petition to H.E. the Prime Minister, Nurl Pasha
Sa’id in which all their appeals were jomed; Ire req you to keep them siways
under your auspices, and not to be forgotten by yoa or deprived of Gov. Mercy, whese
orders they are always ready to abey.
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cause. This involvement of the Barzani affair and the Kurdish
cause is shown elsewhere in the following chapters to have been al-
ways to the detriment and at the expense the latter.

The story unfolds then in five chapters.

Chapter One is devoted to the analysis and the development of
the Kurdish national movement in Iraq (1920-1975).

Chapter Two discusses the origin, the position and the role of
the Barzani family in the area before and after the establishment of
Iraq as a state in 1920.

Chapter Three is dedicated to the study of the successive
armed uprisings staged by the Barzani family in the Royalist eara
in Iraq (1920-1958).

Chapter Four is confinzd to the active and leading role of Mus-
tafa al-Barzani in the political manuevers and the armed uprisings
in Iraq during the Republican era, particularly the armed uprising
of 1961.

The Fifth and final chapter deals with the foreign entangle-
ments and external relations of Mustafa al-Barzani, stressing his
close cooperations with the United States of Amreica, Iran and
Israel.

The book ends with a summary, a conclusion and a resunfe.

If this books has succeeded in shedding a new light on many or
some aspects of the subject, and in dispelling and dissipating long-
standing illusions and distortions, to the benefit of all articulate
and thinking men as well as serlous and sober scholars everywhere,
then the author considers it worth his toil and effort.

F. Al-Barrak
Baghdad, 22/6/1989



in both cases. What and where is the truth ? We sincerely hope that
we have told this story according to the best and the highest stan-
darda of strict historical research, scholarship and objectivity. If
any of our readers thinks that we have failed in some way or
another, please let hime remember that histoians are only human
beings, and that human beings arefrail and weak. criticisms are in-
vited and welcome. Corrections are requested and needed.

The main purpose of this book is to penetrate and unmask the
mythical Al-Barzani that we may reach and grasp the real Al-
Barzani. We had to face a multitude of thorny and conflicting pre-
juidices, misconceptions and misunderstandings. The new facts
that we proceed to expose and elaborate, are perhaps unknown to
some. Qur only claim to creditability is nonem other than our
work. We ask, and expect, nothing other than rationality and fair-
ness

In the course of writing this book, we have consulted recently
released documents hitherto unknown (both Iraqi and foreign),
books in both English and Arabic, articles, papers and press mate-
rials. We have also conducted a mumber of extremely interesting
and very valuable interviews, talks and discussions with some of
Al-Barzani’s leading assistants and advisers who enjoyed his confl-
dence and worked closely with him at different times in both the
political and the military feilds.

The book begins with a short introduction in which a tentative
and preliminary attempt is made to distinguish, between The Bar-
zani affair, which is a presonal and family matter in feudal sense,
exploiting the relegious and tribal auora, and the Kurdish national
movement in Iraqi which is a popular, iegitimate and rightful



This is not a study of the Kurdish national movement in Iraq
as such. It is rather the story of one man who played a prominent
and volatile role in the political history of modern Iraq, and who
occupied a central and leading posltion In the Kurdish national
movement for a long time. The man is Mustafa al-Barzani : his
era, his family, his character, his personality, his life and his
career. In one sense, all history is ultimately a kind of a tale, with
a difference. A story-writer is f{ree to employ his Imagination and
create characters and events which do not exist in reality. But his-
tory is what happened in the past as it actually happened. Historic-
al research is a fact-finding mission. A histoian who Is faithful to
his profession is loyal only to the truth to the best of his ability.
Many books have been written on the Kurdish national movement
in Iraq, none was devoted to Al-Barzani. Their references to him
are seattered, partial and partisan. Some elevate him to the hights
of a hero and a deliverer. Others degrade and denounce him as
a Knave and a chariatan. The myth blurres and clouds the reality
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